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bis name, declare his doings . the people, 
Iſaiah xii. 2, 4. 


$E COND EDITION. 2 

| — 4 H 

L@ ND 0 Ni 7 — 

Printed and fold for the AurHoOR, by T. Wirkine, =: 

No. 23, Aldermanburyz - 3 1 

Sold alſo by Mr. Johnſon, St. Paul's Church- Yard] | 9 

Mr. Buckland, Paternoſter- Row; Meſſrs. Robſon 

and Clark, Bond-Street; Mr. Davis, oppoſite 

Gray lun, Holborn; Mr. Matthews, Strand;  _ _ .. nl 
Mr Stockdale, Piccadilly; Mr. Richardſon, Royal „ 
Exchange; Mr. Kearſley, Fleet-Street; z and the _ - Mi 

| Bookſellers in Oxford and Cambridge. 


[E ntered at Stationers-hall, ] 


OM 


af 


TING 


is 


F 


- 
* 


8 
8 


10 311 


— 


- 


Great Britain. 


My ly Lords and Gentlemen, | 15 


To | the Lords Spiritual and. N 
| Temporal, and the Com- 
mons of the Parliament f 


PrRMII me, with the green 


deference and reſpect, to 


lay at your 


feet the following genuine Narra- 
tive; the chief deſign. of which is 


to excite in your auguſt aſſemblies : 


a ſenſe of compaſſion for the miſe- 


ries which the Slave- Trade has e en- 


tailed on my unfortunate country- 
men. By the horrors of that trade 
was I firſt torn away from all the, 


tender connex ons that were, natu- 
rally dear to my heart; 


but theſe, 


'throu gh 


, 3 
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4 by 
Hi #4 
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through the myſterious [was of, 
Providence, I ought, to regard as 
infinitely more than compenſated 


by the introduction I have thence 
obtained to. the. knowledge. of. „the 
Chriſtian, religion, apd of a nation 


which, by its liberal ſentimentg, 
its humanity, the glorious freedom 
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of its government, and i Its profici- 


ency in arts and ſciences, has ex- 


alted the dignity of human nature. 


I am ſenſible Tought to entreat 
your pardon for addreſſing to you 


a work ſo wWholly devoid of literary 


merit; but, as the Production of 
an unlettered African, who is ac- 
tuated by the hope of becoming an 


inſtrument towards the relief of 


his ſuffering countrymen, I traſt 


that fuch a man, pleading in ſuch a 


2 1 Cauſe, 
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10 no1h2nbo 


(vJ 
cauſe, will be acquitted: of ene 


and preſumptio n 
- Rater Gran God of PEE: inſpire 
your hearts with peculiar: berievo. 
terice” on that important day when 
the'queſtion « of Abolition is to be 
diſcuſfed, when thouſands, in con- 
fequence of your Determination, 


are to! look for Happineſbe or Miſery! 
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The author's account of his country, and 


their manners and cufloms—Adminiftra- | 
tion of jufti ce—Enmbrench&—Marriage 
ceremony, and Public entertainnents— 


Mode of living—Drefs—M! tnufa Puves / 


Buildings — Commerce— Agr! culture— 
War and religion—$ uperſiition of thi 


natives—PFuneral ceremontes of the prieſts. . 
or nici en.— Curious mode of di 1ſeovering 


Poiſon.— Sone hints concerning the origin 


F the authors countrymen, with the ofi- 


nions of 45 e Wers on t . 4 


Marat it is difficult for 1 ha 
publiſh, their own memoirs to eſeape 
the imputation of vanity ;, R is this 
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the only diſadvantage under which they 


labour: it is alſo their misfortune, that 


hat is uncommon is rarely, if ever, 


believed, and what is obvious we; are 


apt to turn from with dliſguſt, and to 


charge the writer with impertinence. 


People generally think thoſe memoirs 
. only worthy to be read or remembered: 
which abound in great or ſtriking 
events; thoſe, in ſhort, which in a high 
degree excite either admiration or 
pity: all others they conſign to con- 
tempt and oblivion. It is therefore, 
1 confeſs, not a little hazardous in a 
private and obſcure individual, and a 
ſtranger too, thus to ſolicit the indul- 
gent attention of the public; eſpecially 


when I own I offer here the hiſtory of 


neither a ſaint, a hero, nor a tyrant. 1 
believe there are a few events in my life, 


which have not happened to many: it 
is true the incidents of i it are numerous; 


and, did I conſider my ſelf an European, 
2 
1 might 


IH * N 
I mine her wiy; . N api 


: of moſt of my countrymen, ieee, | 
myſeff as a, particular favarite I ãeu- 


den, and acknowledge the mere ies of 


Providence in every occurrence of m 


life. If then the following narrative 
does not appear ſufficiently intereſting, 


to engage general attention, .let-my. | 
motive be ſome excuſe for its publica- 


tion. I am not ſo fooliſhly vain as to 


expect from it either immortality or 


literary. reputation. If it affords any 


ſatisfaction to my numerous friends, aß 


whole requeſt it has been written, or 


in, the ſmalleſt, degree promotes the 


intereſts of humanity, the ends for 
which it was undertaken will be fully 


attained, and every wiſh of my heart, 
gratiſicd. Let it. therefore be ;remems: 


Pate that, in wiſhing to a avoid k 
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That part of Africa, known by the 
name of Guinca, to which the trade 
for ſlaves is carried on, extends along 
the coaſt above 3400 miles, from Se- 
negal to Angola, and includes a vari- 


ety of kingdoms. Of theſe the moſt 


confiderable- is the kingdom of Benin, 
both as to extent and wealth, the 
richneſs and cultivatibn of the ſoil, 
the power of its king, and the number 
and warlike diſpoſition of the inhabi- 
tants. It is ſituated nearly under the 


line, and extends along the coaſt about 


170 miles, but runs back into the in- 


tertior part of Africa to a diſtance hi- 


therto I believe unexplored by any 
traveller; and ſeems only terminated 
at length by the empire of Abyflinia, 
near 1500 miles from its beginning. 
This kingdom is divided into many 
provinces or diſtricts: in one of the 
moſt remote and fertile of which, 
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I was born, in the year 1 7455 ſitu- 
ated in a charming fruitful vals, 
named Eſſaka. The (diſtance of this 


province from the capital of Benin and 


the ſea coaſt muſt be very conſiderable; 


for I had never heard of white men or 
Europeans, nor of the ſea; and our 


ſubjection to the king of Benin was 


little more than nominal; for every 


tranſaction of the government, as far as 


my ſlender obſervation extended, was 
conducted by the chiefs or elders of 


the place. The manners and govern- 
ment of a people who have little com- 
merce with other countries are gene- 
rally very ſimple; and the hiſtory of 


what paſſes in one family or village, may 
ſerve as a ſpecimen of the whole nation. 
My father was one of thoſe elders or 
chiefs I have ſpoken of, and as. ſty led 


Embrenchẽ; a term, as . remember, 


importing the higheſt diſtinction, and 
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B 3  Ggnifying 


Cs 1 
ſignifying in our language a mark of 
Frandevr, This mark is conferred on 
the perſon entitled to it, by cutting the 
{kin acroſs at the top of the forehead, 
and drawing'it down to the eye-brows; 


and while it is in this fituation apply- 


ing a warm hand, and rubbing it 


until it ſhrinks up into a thick ve 


acroſs the lower part of the forehead. 


Moſt of the judges and ſenators were 


thus marked; my father had long borne 


it: J had ſeen it conferred on one of 
my brothers, and I alſo was deſtined to 
receive it by my parents. Thoſe Em- 
brenche-or chief men, decided diſputes 
and puniſhed crimes; for which pur- 
pole they always aſſembled together. 
The proceedings were generally ſhort ; 
and in moſt caſes the law of retaliation 


prevailed. I remember a man was 


brought before my father, and the 
aſe Jes for ppi a boy; 
and. 
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and, although he was the ſon of a chief 
or ſenator, he was condemned to make 
recompenſe by a man or woman ſlave. 
Adultery, however, was ſometimes pu- 
niſhed with ſlavery or death; a puniſh- 
ment which I believe is inflicted on 
it throughout moſt of the nations of 
Africa * : fo ſacred among them is the 
| honour of the marriage bed, and ſo 
Jealous are they of the fidelity of their 
wives. Of this I recollect an inſtance 
—a woman was convicted before the 15 
Judges of adultery, and delivered over, 
as the cuſtom was, to her huſband to 
be puniſhed. Accordingly he deter- 
mined to put her to death: but it being 
found, juſt before her execution, that 
ſhe had an infant at her breaſt; and ao 
woman being prevailed on to perform 


the part of a nurſe, ſhe was, ſpared on 


'* See Benezet's ** Addvyuit of Guinea? | 
throughout, „ e 
. account 


l 
account of the child. The men, how- 
ever, do not preſerve the ſame con- 
ſtancy to their wives, which they ex- 
pect from them; for they indulge in 
a plurality, though ſeldom in more 
than two. Their mode of marriage 

is thus: — both parties are uſually be- 

trothed when young by their parents, 

(though I have known the males to 
betroth themſelves). _ On this occaſion 
a feaſt is prepared, and the bride and 
bridegroom ſtand up in the midſt of 
all their friends, who are aſſembled for 
the purpoſe, while he declares ſhe is 

thenceforth to be lcoked upon as his 


wife, and that no other perſon is to 
pay any addreſſes to her. This is allo 
immediately proclaimed in the vici- 
nity, on which the bride retires from 


the aſſembly. Some time after ſhe is 
brought hame to her huſband, and 


then another feaſt is made, to which 
the 


* 


few 1 


the relations of both Parties, are in- 
vited : her parents then. deliver her to 
the bridegroom, accompanied with a 
number of bleſlings, and at, the ſame 


time they tie round her waiſt; a cotton 


ſtring of the thickneſs of a ggoſe-quill, 


which none but married women. are 


permitted to wear: ſhe is now confi- 
dered as completely his wife; and at 
this time the dowry is given to the 
new married pair, which generally 
© conſiſts of portions of land, ſlaves, and 
cattle, houſchold goods, and imple- 


ments of huſbandry. Theſe are of- 
tered by the friends of both parties; 
beſides which the parents of the bride- 
groom preſent gifts to thoſe of the 
bride, whoſe property, ſhe is looked 
upon before marriage; but after it ſhe 
is eſteemed the ſole property of her 
huſband. The: ceremony being now 
ended the feſtival begins, which is 


B 5 celebrated 


„ 
celebrated with bonefires, and loud 


acclamations of joy, accompanied with 
muſic and dancing. | 


We are almoſt a nation of dancers, 
muſicians, and poets. Thus every great. 
event, fuch as a triumphant return 
from battle, or other cauſe of public 
rejaicing is celebrated in public dances 
which are accompanied with ſongs and 
muſic ſuited to the occaſion. The aſ- 
ſembly is ſeperated into four diviſions, 
which dance either apart or in ſue. 


ceſſion, and each with a character pe- 


culiar to itſelf. The firſt diviſion 
contains the married men, who in 


their- dances frequently exhibit feats: 


of arms, and the repreſentation of a 
battle. To theſe ſucceed the married 


women, who dance in the fecond di- 


viſion. The young men. accupy the 
third: and the maidens the fourth. 


Each F ſome W ſcene 


of 


fi } 

6freal life, ſuchas a great achievement, 

domeſtic employment, a pathetic ſtory, 

or ſome rural ſport; and as the ſubject 

is generally founded on ſome recent 

event, it is therefore ever new. This 

gives our dances a ſpirit and variety 
which have ſcarcely ſeen elſewhere*. 

We have many muſical inſtruments, 

particularly drums of different kinds, 

a piece of muſic which reſembles a 
guitar, and another much like a 
ſtickado. Theſe laſt are chiefly uſed 

by betrothed virgins, who Dy” on 

them on all grand C 

As our manners are ſimple, our 
luxuries are few. The dreſs of both 
ſexes is nearly the ſame. It generally 
conſiſts of a long piece of calico, or 

muſlin, wrapped looſely round the , 

body, ſomewhat ' in 2 form of a 


— 


„ 


* When I was in 7 1 have frequently 
cen the Greeks dance after this manner. 
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! Irs kiakdend plaid. This is uſually dyed 

| blue, which is our favorite colour. 
il It is extracted from a beriy, and is 

| | brighter and richer than any 1 have 
ſeen in Europe. Beſides this, our wo- 
men of diſtinction wear golden orna- 

ments, which they diſpoſe with ſome 
profuſion on their arms and legs. 
When our women are not employed 
with the men in tillage, their uſual 
occupation 1s ſpinning and weaving 
cotton, which they afterwards > 
and make into garments. They a fo 
manufacture carthen veſſels, of which 
we have many kinds. Among the 
reſt tobacco pipes, made after the ſame 
faſhion, and uſed in the ſame anner 
as thoſe in Turkey“. 

Our manner of living is cntirely 
Plain; for as yet the natfy es aſe unac- 


* The bowl is earthen, 8 fgured, $0 
which a long reed is fixed as a tube. Tis tube is 


ſometimes ſo long as to be borne by one, and ſre- 
quently out of grandeur, by two boy's. 


quainted 


E 14 I 
quainted with thoſe refinements in 
cookery vhich debauch the taſte: bul- 
locks, goats, and poultry, ſupply the 
greateſt part of their food. Theſe 
conſtitute likewiſe the principal wealth 
of the country, and the chief articles 
of its commerce. The fleſh is uſually 
ſtewed i in a pan; to make it favoury 
we ſometimes uſe alſo pepper, and other 
ſpices, and we have ſalt made of wood 
aſhes. Our vegetables are moſtly plan- 
tains, eadas, yams, beans, and Indian 
corn. The head of the family uſually 
eats alone; his wives and flaves have 
alſo their ſeparate tables. Before we 
taſte food we always waſh our hands : : 
indeed our cleanlineſs on all occaſions 
is extreme; but on this it is an indiſ- 
penſible ceretnony. After waſhing, 
libation is made, by pouring out a 
ſmall. portion of the drink on the floor, 
and toſſing a ſmall a/ of the food 
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in a certain place, for the ſpirits of ' 
departed relations, Which the natives 


ſuppoſe to preſide over their conduct, 
and guard them from evil. They are 
totally unacquainted with ſtrong or 
ſpirituous*liquors ; and their principal 


| beverage is palm wine. This i is got 
from a tree of that name, by tap- 
Ping it at the top, and faſtening a | 


large gourd to it; and ſometimes on-e 
tree will yield three or four gallons in 5 
a night. When juſt drawn it is of a | 


moſt delicious ſweetneſs ; but in a few 
days it acquires a tartiſh and more 
ſpirituous flavour : though I never faw c 
any one intoxicated by it. The ſame 0 
tree alſo produces nuts and oil. Our | | ] 
principal luxury is in perfumes one - { 
ſort of theſe is an odoriferous wood of | 
delicious fragrance: the other a kind of 
earth; a ſmall portion of which thrown f 
2 | into ir 


into the fire di ffuſes a moſt powerful 


odour,*,, We beat this wood into 


3 


powder, and mix it with palm oil; 


with which both men and women per- 


fume themfel ves. 

In our buildings we ftudy e conve- 
nience rather than ornament. Each 
maſter of a family has a large ſquare 
piece of ground, ſurrounded with a 

moat or fence, or encloſed with a wall 

made of red earth tempered: which, 
when dry, is as hard as brick. Within 


this are his houſes to accommodate his 
family and ſlaves ; which, if numer- 


ous, frequently prefent the appearance 
of a village. In the middle ſtands the 


principal building, appropriated to the + 


ſole uſe of the maſter, and conſiſting 


When I was in Smyrna I faw the ſame kind of 
earth, and brought ſome of it with me to England; 


it reſembles muſk in ſtrength, but is more delicious 


0 


in ſcent, and is not unlike the ſmell of a roſe. 
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of two apartments; in one ef which 
he fits in the day with his family, the 


other is left apart for the reception of 


his friends. He has beſides theſe a 


diſtinct apartment in which he ſleeps, 


together with his male children. On 


each ſide are the apartments of his 
wives, who have alſo their ſeparate 
day and night houſes. The habitations 

of the ſlaves and their families are diſ- 


tributed throughout the reſt of the en- 
cloſure. Theſe houſes never exceed one 
ſtory in height : they are always built 


of wood, or ſtakes driven into the | 


ground, croſſed with wattles, andi neatly 
plaſtered within and without. | The 
roof is thatched with reeds. Our day- 
houſes are left open at the ſides; but 
thoſe in which we fleep are always co- 
vered, and plaſtered in the inſide, 
with a compoſition mixed with cou- 
dung, to keep off the different inſects, 
which 


"+. as 
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5 annoy. us dating cha night. 
The walls and floors alſo of theſe are 
generally covered with mats. Our 


beds conſiſt of a platform, raiſed three 
or four feet ſrom the ground, on which 


are laid ſkins, and different parts of a 
ſpungy tree called plantain. Our 


covering is calico or muſlin, the ſame 
as our dreſs. The uſual ſeats are a few 
logs of wood; but we have benches, 


which are generally perfumed, to ac- 
commodate ſtrangers: theſe compoſethe 


greater part of our houſehold furniture. 
Houſes ſo conſtructed and furniſhed 


require but little ſkill to erect them. 
Every man is a ſufficient architect for 


: the purpoſe. The wholeneighbourhood 


afford their. unanimous aſſiſtance in 
building, them, and in return receive, 
and expect no other recompenſe an 


a fcaſt.. 


As WC live | in a country where nature d 
. | is 
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is prodigal of her favours, our wants” 
are few and eaſily ſupplied; of courſe. 
we have few manufactures. They con- 
ſiſt for the moſt part of calicoes, 
/earthen ware, ornaments, and inſtru- 
ments of war and huſbandry. But 
theſe make no part of our commerce, 
the principal articles of which, as I 
have obſer ved, are proviſions. In ſuch 


_ a ſtate, money is of little uſe; However 


we have ſome ſmall pieces of coin, if 
1 may call them ſuch: They are 
made ſomething like an anchor; but 1 
do not remember either their value or 
denomination. We have alſo markets, 
at which I have been frequently with 
my mother. Theſe are ſometimes vi- 
fited by ſtout mahogany- coloured men 
from the ſouth weſt of us: we call them 
 Oye-Eboe,. which term ſignifies red 
men living at a diſtance. They gene 
rally bring us fire-arms, gunpowder, 
„ „„ 


ir 1. 


Hats, beads, and dried fiſn. The laſt 
we eſteemed. a great rarity, as our 


waters were ofity brooks and ſprings. 


Theſe articles they barter with us for 


odoriferbus woods and earth, and our 


Kalt of woodathes, They always carry 
Naves through our land; but the firict= 
eſt account is exacted of their manner of 


procuring them before they are ſuffered 


to paſs. Sometimes indeed we ſold 


flaves to them, but they were only 
priſoners of war, or ſuch among us as 


had been convicted of kidnapping, or 


adultery, and ſome other crimes, which 


we efteemed heinous, This practice 
of kidnapping induces me to think, 
that, notwithſtanding all our ſtrictnefs, 
their principal bufineſs among us was 
to trepan our people. I remember 
too they carried great ſacks along with 
OY 1 not n after I had an. 
„f opportunity 
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opportunity of fatally ſeeing applied o 


that infamous purpoſe. 
Our land is uncommonly rich and | 


fruit ful, and produces all kinds of vege- 
tables in great abundance. We have 


plenty of Indian corn, and vaſt quan- 
tities of cotton and tobacco. Our pine 


apples grow without culture; they are 


about the ſize of the largeſt fugar-loaf, 
and finely. flavoured. We have alſo 


ſpices of different kinds, particularly 


pepper; and a variety of delicious fruits 
which I have never ſeen in Europe; 


together with gums of various kinds, 


and honey in abundance. © All our in- 


*. 


duſtry is exerted to improve thoſe 


bleſſings of nature. Agriculture is our 


chief employment; and every one, even 

the children and women, are engaged 

in it. Thus we are all habituated to 

labour from our carlieſt years. Every 

ane contributes ſomething to the com 
| | = - man 


41-28 1 
mon ſtock; and as we are unacquainted 
with idleneſs, we have no beggars. 5 


The benefits of ſuch a mode of living | 


are obvious. The Weſt India Planters 


prefer the flaves of Benin or Eboe, to 
thoſe of any other part of Guinea, for 
their hardineſs, intelligence, integrity, 


and zeal. Thoſe benefits are felt by 


us in the, general healthineſs of the 
people, and in their vigour and acti- 


vity; 1 might have added too in their 
comelineſs. Deformity is indeed un- 


known amongſt” us, I mean that of 
ſhape. Numbers of the natives of Eboe - 
now in London, might be brought in 
ſupport of this aſſertion: for, in regard 
to complexion, ideas of beauty are 
wholly relative. I remember while i in 
Africa to have ſeen three negro chil- 
dren, who were tawny, and another 
quite white, who were univerſally re. 


garded by myſelt, and the natives in 
2 eneral, 


Ti 27. J. 


| — as far as related to their com- 


plexions, as deformed: Our women too 
were in my eyes at leaſt uncommonly 


graceful, alert, and modeſt to a degree of 


baſhfulneſs; nor do I remember to have | 
ever heard of an. inſtance; of i inconti- 

nence amongſt them before marriage 
They are alſo remarkably cheerful. 


Indeed cheerfulneſs and affability are 


two of the leading GHanAcHeriHGH of; 
our nation. | 8 

Our. tillage is 1 in a large 
plain or common, ſome hours walk; 
from our dwellings, and all the neigh- 


bours reſort thither in a body. They 


uſe no beaſts of huſbandry ;. and their 
only inſtruments are hoes, axes, ſhovels, 
and beaks, or pointed iron to dig with. 
Sometimes we are viſited by locuſts, 
which come in large clouds, fo as to 

darken, the air, and deſtroy our haryeſt. 


'T Vena dappens rarely, but when 
s N 


eb 


it does, a — produced by it. 


remember an inſtance or two where- | 
in this happened. This common is 


oſten the theatre of war; and therefore 


when our people go out to till their 
land, they not only go in a body, 
but generally take their arms with 
them for fear of a ſurpriſe; and when 
they apprehend an invaſion, they guard 
the avenues to their dwellings, by. 


driving ſticks into the ground, which 
are ſo ſharp at one end as to pierce the 


foot, and are generally dipt in poiſon. 
From what I can recollect of theſe 


battles, they appear to have been irrup- 


tions of one little ſtate or diſtrict on the 
other, to obtain priſoners or booty. 
Perhaps they were incited to this by 


thoſe traders who brought the Euro 


pean goods I mentioned amongſt us. 
Such a mode of obtaining flaves in 
Africa is common; and ] believe more 
eee —_ 


— 
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are procured this way, and by kidnap- 
ing, than any other. When a trader 


wants ſlaves, he applies to a chief for | 


them; and tempts him with his Wares. 


It is not extraordinary, if on this deca- 


ſton he yields to the temptation with, as, 
little firmneſs, and accepts the price gf. 
his fellow creatures liberty With AS little, 
reluctance as the enlightened merchant. 

Accordingly he falls on his neighbours,, 
and a deſperate battle enſues, . : If he, 
prevails and takes priſoners, he g graities 
his avarice by ſelling them; but, if his, 
party bevanquiſhed, and he falls! tothe 
hands of the enemy, he is put to death: 
for, as he has been known. to fo , 
their quarrels, it is thought dangerous 

to let him ſurvive, and no ranſom can 


ſave him, though all other fpriſoners 
may be redeemed. We have fire- 


arms, bows and arrows, broad two- N 


* See Benezet's Account of Africa AMET 
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eliged ſwords and — we ne g 


ſhields alſo which cover a man from 


head to foot. All are taught the uſe 
of theſe weapons; even our women are 
warriors, and march boldly out to fight: - 
along with the men. Our whole dif. 
trict is a kind of militia: on a certain 
ſignal given, ſuch as the firing ofa gun 


at night, they all riſe i in arms and ruſh 
upon their enemy. It is perhaps ſome- 
thing remarkable, that when our people 
march to the field a red flag or banner 


is borne before them. I was once a 


witneſs to a battle in our common. 


We had been all at work in it one day 8 


as uſual, when our people were ſud- 


denly attacked. I climbed a tree at 
ſome diſtance, from which I beheld 


the fight. There were many wo- 


n as well as men on both ſides}? 


among others my mother was there, 
and armed with a broad ſword.  Aﬀter 


. E 
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fighting. fur a eee with - de 
great fury, and many had been l- : a1 
led, our people obtained the victory, el 
and took their enemy:s Chief ꝓr iſoner. 3 d. 
He was carried off in great triumph. 10 ol 
and, though he offered a; lar ge ranſom th 
for his life, he was, put to death. A 515 er 
virgin of Ralf: among our enemies had nor OC 
been ſlain; un the battle; and her, arm 5111 ur 
was expoſed in our market- place, where fo 

our trophies were always exhibited. 

The ſpoils were divided aceording to M. mm. 
the merit of the warriors. Theſe, an 
priſoners which were not ſold or re- g¹¹ 
deemed we kept as ſlaves: but how ne 
different as their condition from that lor 
of the ſlaves in the Weſt Indies! With o 
us they do no more work than other he 
members of the community, even or 
their. maſter ; their food, clothing . 5 ere 
lodging were nearly the ſame as theits, eve 
except that they ere not permitted lier 
| 1 | to 


io eat with thoſe Who were free. Born, 5 
and there was ſearce any other G 
ence between them, than a ſuperior Lat 01 
degree of importance which the head wit: 
of a family poſſeſſes in our Nate, and Fi 
that authority; Which, as ſuch, he K. 
erciſes over every part of his houſetiold! | 101 
Some ôf theſe ſlaves have even flaves 
under chem as their e own property, ad 20 
for their own uſe. n EUGE TT 77 2 25 4 
As to religion, thi natives: i e 
that chere is one Creator of all things, > 1 
and chat he lives in the ſun, and is 115 
girted rotind With a belt that he maß 1 
never eat or drink; but, accordipg to! 2b 
lome/ hie firiokes a pipe, Which is Or 
own favourite luxury. They believe 
- HE governs: events, eſpecially our deute #4 « 
or captivity; but, as for the dodtrine of 
eternity; Ido not remember to Ne 
ever heard of it: ſome however be. 
lieve in the tranſmigration' of ſouls/in” 
55 A2 a certain 


[ 35. 
a certain deg ree. Thale {pi Irits, which 
ate Ware dual tbh [7 cel 
dear friends or relations, they believe VeaR | 
ways attend thei, and guard them from 
the bad fpirits or their foes. För ini: 
reaſon they always before euti 2 tin f 8.401 >| 
have obſerved, put ſome 5 tion 
of the meat, and pour ſome f. ett 
drink, on the ground for them; and 5 
they often make oblations of the 100 
of beaſts or fowls at their 'graves. * 
was very fond of my mother, and ak = 
moſt conſtantly with her. When the | 
went to make theſe oblations at her. 
mother” s tomb, which was a kind of | 
ſmall ſolitary thatched houſe, I ſome- 
times attended her. There ſhe made her 
libations, and ſpent moſt of the night 
in cries and lamentations. I have been 
often extremely terrified , on theſe o- 8 


the darknef of the he night, and the ecere- | 
may | 


BO? 


Holl! * gs 1» 7 2 4181129 5 * 


waony of libation, naturally awful and 
_ gloomy, Pere height rened. Dy; w. 
 theris lamentations ; and theſe Concur- 

ring fe the doleful cries, of birds, by. 
Fhich, theſe, plages., Are frequented, 
Se an be Hel abb the 


Tees, 216 % bas... Tam ct 0 
We compute the year Form. the 


> Dan 4 


; on, Which the ſun, croſſes the line, and 
on its ſetting. that evening, there} as a 


21 


3 general | ſhout throughout the! 


900 e 
D. Teaft' I. can ſpeak from my « own know- 
Gs ledge, t hroughout our vicinity. The 
people at the ſame time make A great 
1 noiſe with rattles, not unlike the baſket 
g BEE uſed. by children 1 8 
p ch larger, and hold up their 2 
to 1 for a blefling. - E is th 


| the greateſt offerings are made Wd 


+3, An 


thoſe children, whom our. wiſe men 


foretel will be forrunate are then Pre- 


fented to different people. remember 
3 1 


\ 
% E 
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- many” ufed to come to ſee me, and 1 
Was carried about to others for that 
purpoſe. They have many offerings, 
particularly at full moons; generally 
two at harveſt before the fruits are 
Lacke ber of the ground: : and. When 
any: "young: animals are killed, lome- 
times they offer up Part of them as a 
"; Jactifice. Theſe offerings, when made 
þ by on ie of the heads of a family. ſerve 
. for the whole. I remember we often 
"Had them: at my farher” oF TH | 


B d wy piels's 
"AR their families Have been preſent. 
; Some of o our offerings, are eaten with 
7A Pitter herbs. Wehad | a fayjngamongus 
f (0. any one of a croſs {{EXQPET, 17 That 
eit they were to be eaten, they ſhould 
5 be eaten with- bitter herbs.” 75 9 
2 We practiſed circumciſion ke ſhe 
Te ers, and made offerings and 
7 Pp chat. Seck in the fame mayer 
* WY, did. Les them een „our 
355 Hüldren | 
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children 5 from. 

om cixcumſtance; or fancied. ore 0 
ing at the time of their birth⸗ v4 was 
named Olaudab, which, in ourtanguage, 

ſignifies viciſſitude, or fortunate, alſo; 
one favoured, and having a loud vqice 
1 well ſpoken. I remember we never 
Polluted the name of che objett. of. our 

Wee on the contrary, it was 

_ always mentioned with the greateſt re- 

Aꝛyerence; and. we were totally unac- 

ꝗuainted with ſwearing, and alli rhoſe 

ntterms of abuſcand{ireproachiwhich find 

s chthein * ſorreadily and copiauſſyate 

the language of moro clvilized. 

5 Ahe — expteſſions of chat, ind 1 
nremember Were, May vou N r 
may eee 

93 you.“ Lo S061539%; DOR; Fits s 
2 li Have 3 remarked that che | 

natixes: of chis part f Africa; are, ex- 


e Cleanly. This neceſſary habit 
it : Go 4 | of : 


es 
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of decency Was with us a part of reli- t 
| gion, and therefore 1 we had many puri- —” 
 Heations and waſhings ; indeed almoft 1 
as man and uſed. on the ſame occa - 8 
fions, if my recollection, does not fail 5 
me, as the Jews. Thoſe that touched. Wl 
the dead at any time were obliged to M 


- waſh and purify themſelves before they c 
| couldenteradwelling-houſe. Every Wo- b 
man too, at certain times, was foi bidden k 
to come into a dwclling-houſe, Or touch " 
any perſon, or any thing we eat. I Was a! 

ſo fond of my mother I could not keep W 


from her, or avoid touching her at at 
ſome of thoſe periods, in conſequence g 
of Which I was' obliged to be kept v 
deut "with her, in a little houſe made for : af 
that purpoſe, till offering was made, th 

| and then we were purified. -. 42 ' Wn 
Though we had no places of pub- | tr 

lic worſhip, we had prieſts and magi- an 


cians, or wiſe men. 1 do not remem- - 


. Aut * 
ber whether 1 — had "ene gt 
or whether they were united in the 

fame perſons, but. they were held in 
great reverence by the people. They 

calculated our t time, and foretold events, 
as their name imported, ſor we called 
them Ah- aff6e-way-cah, which fignifies 
; calculatbrs or 'yearly men, our ear 
| being e called Ah-affoe. £ They ware 
their beards; and when they died her 
were ſuceeded by their ſons., Mott. 15 
of their implements and things of value 
vere interred along with them. "iy, % 8 
and tobacco were alſo put into the 
grave with the corpſe, which was al- Ne 
ways perfumed. and ornamented, c and. 
animals were offered in ſacrifice to 
them. None accompanied: their Rh” 
rals but thaſe of the ſame. profeſſion, Or: 
; rribe. . 8 Theſe buried them after ſunſet, a 
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0 do not remember what thoſe methods 


£2.36] 
5 diffrent, way . 251 ier they 7 
3 6 22 | 
Theſe magicians were te our FD 99 
tors or phyſicians. They pradiſed] bleed- Eto 
ing by. cupping ; 'and were very ſucceſf⸗ 2 
ful in healing wounds and expelling 47:6 
poiſons. They had likewiſe ſome ex- 
traordinary method of di cover Jea- 
louſy, theft, and poiſoning ; the.ſfuccels 
9 which, no doubt they, deri ived from 
the unbounded inflpence over, the 
.credulity and ſuperſtition of the people. 


were, except that as to poiſoning: I 
recollect an inſtance or two, which I 

dope it will not be deemed irnpertine 
here to inſert, as it may ſerveas' a Kind 
1 of ſpecimen of the reſt, and is ſtill 
8 the negroes intheWeſt Indies, 
—_ 8801 Ban had been poiſoned; but 
0 5 | it Was not Knoun by: whom: the doctor 
ordered the corple to be taken UP by 
eme 


5 
5 £& 3 


of thorns” and prick) 
the corpſe fell from 1 beg Cloe to 


83800 ] 


ſome: 1 and carried. to che grave. 


As ſoon as the bearers had raiſed t on 


their ſhoulders, they ſeemed ſejzed with 

ſome ſudden impulſe, and ran to and 
fro unable to ſtop themſelves... At laſt, 
of: after-having paſſed. throu 


SD; 24 . 


rg na number 
2 | bs 


' buſhes hurt, 


a houſe, and defact 


- Loit un, che fall; 


and the owner being. taken np, he 
ae ente hs eee 3 
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© Fs alſo Loints Matthew! 8 1 p- 123. 
' + An inflanee of this kind happened at Mont- 


ſetrat in the Weſt Indies in the year 17 63. J then 


belonged to the Charming Sally, Capt, Doran.— 
The chief mate, Mr. Mansfield, and ſome of the 
crew being one day on ſhoref were preſent: at the 
burying of a poiſoned nekro, ge- Though they 
had often heard of the cireũmſtdnce of the run- 
ning in ſuch caſes;and had even {een it, they i ima- 
gined it to be a trick of the corpſethearers. The 
mate therefore deſired tWo of ite ſailors to take 


up the coffin, and carry it tothe grave. The 


ſailors, who were all of the ſame opinion, read!- 

ly obeyed; but they had ſcarcely ratfe&ittotheir 

ſhoulders; before they began to run furtouly | 
0 ; about 
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The natives are 3 cautious 
about poiſon. When they buy any 
eatable the ſeller kiſſes it all round 
before the buyer, to ſhew him it is not 
poiſoned; and the ſame is done when 
any meat or drink i is preſented, parti- 
cularly to a ſtranger. We have ſer- 
pents of different kinds, ſome of which 
are eſteemed ominous when they ap- 


pear in our houſes; and theſe we never 
moleſt. I remember two of thoſe | 


ominous ſnakes; each of which was as. 
thick as the calf of a man's leg, and. in- 
colour reſembling a dolphin in che | 
water, Cre at different times into Lang 


; odor; 1 unable to direct Weste till, at 
laſt, without intention, they came to the hut ot 
bim who had ppi ſoned the girl. The coffin then 
immediately fell. from their ſhoulders againſt the 
hut, and damaged part of the wall. The owner 
of the hut was taken inte cuſtody on this, and con 
feſſed the poiſoning.—I give this ſtory as it was 
related by the mate and crew on their return to 
the ſhip. - The credit which is due to it I __ 
with the reader, 
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mother's night-houſe, where I always: 
lay with her, and coiled themſelves: 
into folds, and each time they crowed 
ke a cock. Iwas deſired by ſome of 
our wiſe men to touch theſe, that I 
might be intereſted in thegood omens, 
which Tdid, for they were quite harm-. 
leſs, and would tamely ſuffer them 
ſelves to be handled; and then they 
were put into a large open earthen 
pan, and: ſet on one fide of the high- 
way. Some of our ſnakes, However, 
were poiſondus: one of them croſſed 
* the road one day as I was ſtanding 
on it, and paſſed between my feet 
without offering to touch me; to the 
10 great ſurpriſe of many who ſaw it; and 
© theſe incidents were accounted by the 
"8 wie! men, and likewiſe by. my mother 
and the reſt of the ere as Tenn Þ 
b ble omens in my favour. | 
Such 18 the imperfect ſketch my, 
memory. 
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memory has furniſhed me whhiſofthe 
manners and cuſtoms of a people among 
whom I - firſt drew my breath. And 
here I cannot forbear ſuggeſting what 
has long ſtruck me very foxcibly;aamely, 
the ſtrong. analogy. which even by this 
 Keteh, imperfect as it is, appears to 
Prevail in the manners and cuſtoms of 
my countrymen and thoſe of the Jes, 
before they reached the Landof Promiſe, 
and particularly the patriarehs while 
they were yet in that paſtoral ſtate 
- which is deſcribed in Geneſis. an ana 
| logy, which alone would induce mie to 
. think that the one people had ſprung 
from the other. Indeed chis is the 
opinion of Dr. Gul, who, in his 5 
eommentary on Geneſis, vęry ably de- 
| , duces the pedigree of the Africans 
from. Aſer and Afra, he deſcendants 
of Abraham by Keturah his wife and 
eee (for: beth theſe titles are 
| Re 
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applied to her). It is alſo conformable 
ta the, ſentiments. of Dr. John Clarke, 
formerly, Dean of Sarum, i in his Truth 
of the Chriſtian. Religion: both. theſe 
Ten concur in aſcribing to us this 
original. The reaſonings of thoſe gen- 
Th tlemen are ſtill further. confirmed by 
the ſcripture chronology ; and if any 
further corroboration were required, 
3 the” reſemblance in ſo many reſpects 


is a ſtrong evidence in ſupport of 
the opinion. Like the, Ifraclites in. 2 


eee, ＋ 


their primitive fate, our zovernment 
Was conducted by our chiefs or judges, 
27 our wiſe men and elders; and the head: 
of a family with us enjoyed a ſimilar 


85 authority over his houſe chold with that 


Which is aſcribed to Abraham and the 


... (other patriarchs. Phe law of retalia- 


lion obtained almoſt univerſally with us 
as with them: and eEvem their veligicin 


| appeal to Rags upon us 2 raylof 
11110 320016 thi 44 ff 33; 18. 
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its glory, though broken and ſpent m 


its paſſage, or eclipſed by the cloud 
with which time, tradition, and igno- | 
rance might have enveloped” it; for 
we had our circumciſion (a rule 1 
believe peculiar to that people: ] we » 
had alſo our ſacrifices and burnt-offer- x 
ings, our waſhings and purifications,; | 


on the fame occaſions. as they had. 


dern Jews, I ſhall not preſume to 


count for — It i is a ſubject which . | 

engaged the gens of men, of, both 

genius, and learning, and i is far above . 
my ſtrength... The moſt able and Re- 
verend Mr. T. Clarkſon, however; in 
his much admired Eſſay on the Slavery 
and Commerce; of the Human Species, 
has aſcertained the cauſe in a manner 

that: at once ſol ves every objection on 
chat. account, and, on my mind at leaſt = 


< 
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As to the difference of colour bes . 


tween the Eboan Africans and the mo- 2 5 


has proach the fulleſt conviction. 1 
ſhall therefore refer to that perform- 
ance for the theory , *, contenting my 
felf with extricating a fact as related 
by Dr. Mitchel f. The Spaniards, 
« who have inhabited America, under 
« the” torrid zone, for any time, are 
« become as dark coloured as our na- 
« tive Indians of Virginia; of which 
« [ myſelf have been a witneſs.” There is. 
alſo another inſtance Þ of a Portugueſe 
ſettlement : at Mitomba, a river in Sierra 
Leona; where the inhabitants are bred 
from a mixture of the firſt Portugueſe 
diſcoverers with the natives, and are 
now become in their complexion, 
and in che -Voolly quality of their 


* © Page 1778 to at 5 
+ Philoſ. Tranſ. No, 476, Sea. 4 "cited by: 
Mr Clarkſon, P. 205. : 
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hair, perfect negrocs, retaining how. 
ever. a ſmattering. PL, che rü 

language. f + Nenn 
Theſe inſtances, and a great many 
more which might be adduced, while 
they ſhew.how the complexions bf the 
lame perſons vary in different climates, 
_ It is, hoped. may tend alſo to remove 
the prejudice that ſome conceive againſt 
dhe natives of Africa on account of MW an 
i colour. Surely. che minds of the IM - #5 
_ Spaniards did not change. with: their Ca 
. complexions! Are there not. cables Di 
enough to which the appafent / infe- bor 
an 


riority of an African may be aſcribed, 
without limiting the goodneſs; of God 


and ſuppoſing he forbore to ſtamp un- 5 the 
derſtanding on certainly his own image, Int 
becauſe * carved in ebony. Might ſer 
it not naturally be aſcribed to their pel 
ſituation.) When they come among MW -#a: 
| Europeans, they are ignorant ofthoir Lol 


language, 


k. 5 43 [ 17 

langyage,. 1 mapneęrs, and g 

toms. Are any pains taken 0. eee 
them theſe ? Are they treated. as men? 
ny Does. not lavgry.; Airfelf, depreſs che 
le ind, and extinguiſh. all its fire. and. 
de every noble ſentiment?; But, above 
„ all, rhaß ag yantages, d, not, a xgfined. 
e people poſſeſs. over.thaſe, who are.rude- 
tand uncultivated. Let the poliſhed 


of and haughty European. recollect that 
\c is anceſtors were once, like the Afﬀri= 
ir - cans, uncivilized, and even barbarous.. 
Did Nature make them inferior to their 
. ſons? and ſhould they. 100 have been 
„made ſlaves? Every rational mind 
d | anſwers; No. Let ſuch, reflections as 
theſe melt the pride of their ſuperiority 
„into ſympathy for the wants and mi- 
t N ſeries of their ſable brethren, and com- 
rpel them to acknowledge, that under 
; 
r 


ſtanding is not confined to feature or 
5 Kees | te when they look round the 
10 world, 
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world, they feel exultation, let it de 
| tempered with benevolence to others, 
and gratitude to God, © who.hath 
made of one blood all nations of 
* men for to dwell on all the face of 
* the earth“; and whoſe wiſdom is 
* not our wiſdom, neither” are our 


- *© ways his wg hy 


Ade xi, 36 
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2 T he, author's" birth one . 
being kiduapped with his fifter—Their 
feparation—Surprifſe at meeting again— 
Are finally ſeparated— Account of the 
different places and incidents the author 
met. with till bis arrival as the coaft— 
The effect the fight of a ſlave ſhip bad 
or him He ſails for the Weſt | Indies — 
Horrors of a flave ſbip — Arrives at 
Bartadoes, where the cargo is s fs and 


UP 


1 HOPE the FRETS will not think 
I have treſpaſſed on his patience in 
introducing myſelf to him with ſome © 
account of the manners and cuſtoms 
of wp RAS They had been im- 
b Plunted 
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of nature, I ſtill look back with plea 


though that pleaſure has been e 
moſt part mingled with ſorrow. 


with the time and place of my birth. 
| numerous family, of which ſeven' Ur 

ſiſter; who was the only daughter: As 

came, of courſe, the greateſt favourite 


with my mother, and was always with 
her; ; and the, uſed. to take particular 


L461 
planted i in me with great care; and 15 

made an impreſſion on my ind, 
which time could not eraſe, and which Ar; 
all the adverſity and variety of fortune chrou 
I have ſince experienced, ſerved wm adorn 
to rivet and record; for; Whether rhe +: mann 
love of one's country be eee Noay 1 
nary, or a leſſon of reaſon, or an inſtinet of ele 
ſhappi 


| 
neigh 
fields 
togett 
premi 
of us 
for an 
might 
times 
parent 
Is man 
as I w. 
in our 


ſure on the firſt ſcenes of my "life, + 


I have already acquainted the Wader 


My father, beſides many ſlaves, had a 


to grow up, including myſelf and a 


I was the youngeſt of the ſons, I be? 


pains 


1 7 1 
tains to form my mind. I was trained 
up from my earlieſt years in the art of 
war: my daily exerciſe was ſnooting and 
throwing javelins; ; and my mother 
adorned me with emblems, after the 
anner of our greateſt warriors. In this 
ay 1 grew up till I was turned the age 
bof eleven, when an end was put to my 
Whappinefs in the follow ing! manner: 
Oenerally when the grown people in the 
neighbourhood were gone far in the 
fields to labour the children aſſembled 
together in ſome of the neighbours? 
premiſes to play; and commonly ſome 155 
Jof us uſed to get up a tree to look out 
for any aſſailant, or kidnapper, that 
might come upon us; for they ſome- 
times took thoſe opportunities of our 
parents abſence to attack and carry off 
ſas many as they could ſeize. One day, 
as I was watching at the top of a tree 


in our yard, I faw one of choſe people 
come 


5 
1 
6 1 
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come into the yard of dur nex Ahne neighs 


FH: . we, 


Þour but one, to t kidna nap, th cre 19 


7 T# 8 


many ſtout young pcople 1 init. mme- 


diately on this I gave the alarm of the 
rogue, and he was furro onde by the 


ſtouteſt of them, ho cating him 


with cords, ſo that he could not ef cape 


fill ſome of the grown people came 


and ſecured him. But alas! cre long it 


was my fate to be thus attacked, and 
to be carried off, when none of the 


grown people were nigh. One dag, 


when all our people were gone out to 


their works as uſual, and only L and 


my dear ſiſter were left to mind the 
houſe, two men and a woman got over 


our walls, and in a moment ſeized us 
both, and, without giving us time to cry 
out, or make reſiſtance, they ſtopped 


our mouths, and ran off with us, into 


the neareſt wood. Here they tied our 
hands, and continued to carry us as 


2 ws 
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far: as they could, till > FP carne on, 


when we reached a ſmall houſe, where 
the ,robbers halted, for refreſhment 


and {pans the night, We were then 


1 nd, bu ut, Were unable to take any N 
9d, and,. being quite overpowered 
by. fatigye and grief, our only relief 


was, ſome ſleep, which allayed our 


misſortune ſor a ſhort time. The next 
morning we left: the houſe, and con- 
tinued travelling all the day. For a 
long time we had kept the woods, but 
at laſt ve came into a road which I 
believed I knew. I had now ſome 
hopes of being delivered; for we had 
advanced but a little way before I diſ- 
covered ſome people at a diftance, on 
which I began to cry out for their af- 
fiftance; but my cries had no other 
effect than to make them tie me faſter 
and ſtop my mouth, and then they 
put me into a large ſack. They alſo 
Vor. I. D ſtopped _ 


4 


{ 4 3 
Kopped my ſiſter's mouth, and ried 


her hands; and in this, manner We 21 
om WM ir 
proccedecd till wee were out of the f. chr "3g 


of theſe people. When, We : Went, 1 tg . 5 
reſt the following night, they, offered in 


| us ſome. victuals; but. we refuſed | it; = 
| and. the only comfort we had was. in 1 Fi 
il being in one another's arms all that a 
1 night, and bathing cach other with, our. " 
| tears. But alas! we: were ſoon. der 12; 
| prived of even the ſmall comfort, of i 
It weeping. together. The. next day = 
proved a day of greater ſorrgw chan 1 Bo 

15 TM 
q had yet experienced; for my ſiſter and . 


I were then ſeparated, While we lay T. 
claſped in each others arms. It Was a 
in vain that we beſought. them not to cip 

part us; ſhe was torn from me, and be 

immediately carried away, v nile] was 15 
left in a ſtate of diſtraction not to be in 
deſcribed. 1 cried, and grieved con- ner 
tinually;, and for ſeyeral days did not c 


N f 
| eat. any thing ; but Vin they ice 


into my cock. Al leng he * 
many days travelling, Albi which 


S "x. 


. had often changed maſters, I got! in 
; the hands of a Chieftain, in à very 
ST pleaſant country. This man Had tw 
' wives and ſome children, and they: all. 
F uſed me extremely well, and did all 
F. they could to comfort me; particu- 
lacly the firft wife, who was ſomething” 

) 


like ri) mother. Although I Was a 
great” many days journey from m 
father's Houle, yet theſe Mm 
ctackliy the ſame language wirn us 

This firſt maſter of mine, as 1 may 
call him, was a ſmith, and my prinu: 
cipal employment Was working his; 
bellows, which were the fame kind as: 
I had ſeen in my vicinity. They Were 
in fore reſpects not unlike che ftoves 
here int geniemens Kitchens] and were. 


D 2 „ 
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middle of that leather A ſtick Was 
fixed, and a perſon ſtood * up, and 
worked it, in the ſame manner as'is 
done to pump water ont ofa taſk with 

a hand pump. 'Y believe it was gold 
he. worked, fr. It was of 4 lovely 
bright yellow colour, and was worn 
by the women on their wriſts and 
ancles. I was there I ſuppoſe about a 
month, and they at laſt uſed to truſt 
me ſome little diſtance from the houſe. 
© Thys liberty 1 uſed in embracing every 


bappertunity to inquire the way to my : 
on home: and I alſo ſometimes, for the 


ſame purpoſe, went with the maidens, 
in the cool of the evenings, to bring 
pitchers of water from the ſprings for 
the uſe of the houſe. I had allo 1 re- 
marked where the ſun roſe in the morn- 
ing, and ſet in the evening, as I had 
travelled along and I had obſerved 
"that n | facher” s houſe was towards the 
rifung 


— Wwe 
\ 


, my plan, and put an end 


6 
ane af the ſun. I therefore , deter- 
mined, to ſeize the Kut *opporumity/ 'of 
making, my eſcape, ahd to haps my 
courſe for that quarter ; for I was quite 


oppreſſed and weighed down by rief 


after my mother and friends; and 


my love of liberty, ever great, Was | 


ſtrengthenẽd by the mortifying eix- 


cumſtance of not daring to eat with 
the free-born children, although I was 

moſtly their companion. While IWwas 
Projecting my eſcape, one day an un- 
lucky event. happened, which quite 


* 170 


to: mg hop s. I uſed to be fometimes 
1 5 oye od. in aſliſting an elderly woman 


Have, to cook and take care of the 


107 try: 


poultry ; 1 and one morning, white I was 
feeding ſome chickens, ** happened to 
tols a fmall pebble at one of them, 


bib hd it ö the middle, and direct- 


ly / "Killed it. The old e ene 


hy. ! ' 2016 OJ 28 Dog 4 191108 12 ſoon 
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foon aft er miſſed the chicken! inquired 
after it; and on my relating the acci- 
dent (for 1 told her the truth; becauſe 
my mother would neyer ſuffer me to 
tell a lie) ſhe flew 1 into a violent] paſ- 
ſion, threatened that 1 ſhould filter 
or it; and, my maſter being out, 
the immediately went and told her 
miſtreſs what I had done. This alarm- 
ed me very much, and 'L expected 
an inſtant flogging, which to me as 
uncommonby dreadful; for I had ſet- 
dom been beaten at home. 1 th erefore 
MerAbed/ to fly; and accordingly I ran 
ineo a thicket that was hard by, anc 
e myſelf in the buſhes. 15 Soon af. 
: rds my miſtreſs and and the flaye 
een and, not ſeeing. me, they 
> ſearched all the houfe, but not finding 
me, and I not making anſwer hen 
- they called to me, they thought 1 MF } 
ad run away, and the whole neigh- 
| bourhood 


1 Þ| 


aden was raiſed in the purſuit of 


{)(} 


In that part of the country (as 


in 1 the houſes and villages were 
ſkirted with woods, or ſhrabber; ls, 


and the buſhes were ſo. thick that a 
man could readily conceal himſelf in 
them, ſo as to clude the ſtricteſt, ſearch. 
The neighbours continued the whole 


; 
F * *. * 
” 7 * 
& . K 1 
* 
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day looking for me, and ſeveral times 
many of them came withina few.yards 
of the place where I lay hid. I. ex- 
pected every moment, when I heard 
a ruſtling among the trees, to be found. 
out, and puniſhed by my maſter: but 
; they neyer diſcovered me, though they 
were often ſo near that I even heard 
their conjectures as they were looking 
about for me; and I now learned from 
them, that any attempt to return home 
would be hopeleſs. Moſt of them 
i 1 51 ay: towards W 5 


: 1 8 1 
but tie diſtance was ſo great, and the 


way ſo intricate, that they thought 1 


could never reach it, and that I ſhould 
be loſt in the woods. When I heart 


mis ] was ſezed with a violent panic, 
and abandoned myſelf toe deſpair- 
Night too began to approach, and ag- 


gravated all my fears. I had before 


entertained hopes of getting home, 
and had determined when it ſhould 

be dark to make the attempt.;” but l 
was now convinced it was fruitleſs, 


and began to conſider that, if poſſibly 


F could eſcape all other animals, 1 
eould not thoſe of the human kind: 


and that, not knowing the way, I maſt 


periſh in the woods, Thus was Te 


the hunted deer: 1155180) 
. 3 g 5 LECT? "a 'S * \ 4 
——*-Ey'ry leaf and ev'ry whiſp'ring breath 


Conxey'd a foe, andev'ry foe a death. J 


I Qheard frequent ruſtlings amöng che 
leaves; and being pretty ſure they were 
ſnakes, 


6 


S 
4 
17 
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L 7 1 
ſnakes, I expected; readies 
ſtungo by them., T has, nen {any 
| became now/quite inſopponable Lat 
length quitted the thicket; very faint 
and hungry, for I had; not caten or 
drank any\thingall he day; and arept 
to my maſter's kitchen, from hence 
Iüſet out at firſt, and which was an open 


aſhes with an anxious wiſh for death to 
relieve me from all my pains. I was 
ſcarcely awake in the morning, when 
the old woman flave; who was the firſt 
up, came to light the fire, and ſaw 
me in the fire place. She was very 
much ſurpriſed to ſee me, and could 
ſcarcely believe her own eyes. She 
now promiſed : to intercede for me, and 
went for her maſter, who ſoon aſter 
ee Pightly nie 


ſned, and laid myſelf” down in the 
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by me, e me to be ck cans of, 


. 111 
and not ill treated 2 5 


SZoon after this my | maſteſ'" hy 
daughter, and child by his firft vie 


| ſiekened and died, which affected him 


ſo much that for ſome time he Was 


oY 


L almoſt frantic, and really would have 


killed himſelf, had he not been warch- 
: edand prevented. However, mafmall 
time afterwards he recovered, and 1 
was again ſold. 1 was now carried to 


the left ofthe ſun's riſing, throughr many 
+ dreary waſtes and diſmal woods, amidſt 


the hideous roarings of wild beaſts. The 
people I was ſold touſed to carry? me very : 
often, when I was tired, either on their 
"ſhoulders or on their backs. 11 ſay many 
convenient well-built ſheds along, the 
road, at proper diſtances, to a accom- 
modate the merchants and tray ;elters, 
ho lay in thoſe building along With 


5 | 3] their 


i 8931 
bei vives, who ollen accompany 
them; and DF. alway 8 0 Well 


28 r bn 


7999 Pom 0 


- From th, time I left my 0 cfistion 
LaIxays found ſomebody that under- 
ſtood | me till I came to the ſea" conſt. 
The languages of different nations did 
not totally differ, nor were they 0 co- 
pious as thoſe of the Europeans, Par- 

: ticularly the Engliſh. They "were 
therefore eaſily learned; and, while I- 
was journeying thus through Africa, 
7 4 quired two or three different 
 zonghes.. In this manner I had been 
travelling for a eonſiderable time, 
- when one eyening to my great ſur- 
riſe, Whom ſhould I ſee brought tothe 
ba Where J was but my dear ſiſter! 
As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me ſhe gave a loud | 
" ſhiek, and ran into my arms I was . 
e e ee neither of us could 
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| clung toeacho other in mutual embraces. 
| unable todo any thing bun weep. Our 
meeting affected all who ſaw ens; and 
indeed I muſt acknowledge, in honour 
of thoſe fable deſtroyers of human 
rights, that 1 I never. met with any ill 


treatment, or ſow. any offered :to:their: 
ſlaves, except tying; them, when ne- 


ceſſary, to keep them from running 


aw 5 When Pes 7 475 man 2 


216.4 


appbled 8e belege tay wich us, hs 
in the middle, while ke and I held one, 


4 1 


another by the hands acroſs. 118: breaſt, Y 


all "night; "and: thus. for a. - while FE: 
forgot our misfortunes in he Joy, of.. 


being together * 5 but yen "this . Tmall.. 

comfort was ſcon'to have- an end; for... 
ſcarcely had the fara] morning SER i 
ed; when ſhe was again 15 . 


— W WAs now more 
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Fm 
if-poſtbley” than dP „Te Koat 
relief which Ker pteſchbe gabè tn en 
pain was gone] and the wreteflednefs 
of my ſituation was redeubled by wy 
anxiety afters her fate, and my i 2 
henſions leſt her ſufferings mt be 
greater than ine, when'T- could Hot. 
be with! her to alleviate them. "Yes, 


mou dear; 'parthier' of all my cha. 
orts ! thou ſnarer of my Joys: and 


ſorrbws! ! kappy ; ſhould 'F bave ever, 
. "myſelf to encounter very; 


3159 TH 


for you, and to procure your 
— 93 n by DAE 2 kacrifice of; my . OWN... 
bug 1 b were early forced from 
my axis, your image has been, always 
riVerted in 3 my heart, from! which neither 
tins br "fortune have been. able to re- 


mbde it; fo that, while the thoughts | 


4 


75 
| of your” ſi ſufferings | have damped my 
pröfpelity, „ they y have mingled with 
adverAlty "Hh increafed'irs birremefs: 
| | To: 


ww pn” 
[ * 7 


LY 
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To that Heaven which protects the 
weak from the ſtrong: I commit the 


care of your innocence and virtues, if 


they have not already received their 
full reward, and if your youth and 

delicacy have not long ſince fallen vie- 
tims to the violence of the African 

trader, the peſtilential ſtench of a 
Guinea ſhip, the ſeaſoning in the Euro- 


pean colonies,” or the laſh and luſt; of i 


a brutal and unrelenting overſeer. 
I did not long remain after my Aller. 
| I was again ſold, and carried through a 
number of e till, after travelling 
a conſiderable time, I came to a town 
called Tinmah, i in the moſt a- 
country Lhad yet ſeen in Africa. It was 
extremely rich, and there Vexe. many 
rivulets which flowed through it, and 
ſupplied a large pond in the centre of | 
the town, here the people Wall xd. 
b 17 0 A 4 fav and taſted coca MY. 


* & 245 


wW_ 
-— In 
* : 
r 
; . 
ak 


——  atrorommat wy : r a „ TY — ap ir mer ao aA — 


{ 63 $6 
Which I houſe fuperior to any nuts 1 
had eber taſted: before; and the trees, 
vhich were loaded, were alſo interſperſ- 
ed amongſt the houſes, which had com- 
modious ſhades adjoining, and were 
in the ſame manner as ours, the inſides 
being neatly plaſtered and whitewaſhed, 
R Here Lalfo ſaw and taſted. far the firſt 
time ſugar- cane. Their money conſiſted 
of little white ſhells, the ſize of the ſin- 
ger nail. I was ſold here for one hundred 
and ſeventy-two of them bya merchant 
who lived and brought me there. I 
had been about two or three days at 
3 8 houſe, when a wealthy widow, a f 
A neighbour of his, came there one even 
255 and brought with her an only 15 
"fon; a young gentleman about my own 
age and ſize. Here they ſaw me; and, 
having taken à fancy to me, I was 
bought of the mierchant, and went 
2 home with them, Her hauſe and 
a premiſes 


* * 
* 
E 
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promiſes W e . cloſe to one gb 


| bro fineſt Jever . in ee 
they were very extenſive, and ſne had 
æ number of ſlaves to attend her. The 
next day I was waſhed, and ae 
and hen meal- time came, I vas led 


into the preſence of my miſtreſs, and 


eat and drank before her with her ſon 


This filled me with aſtoniſhment; and 


I could ſcarce help expreſſing my ſors 


priſe that the young gentleman; ſhould. 


ſuffer me, who was bound, to gat with 


him who was free; and not only; 10, 


but that he would not at any time either 
eat. or drink till I had taken firſt, be- 
cauſo. I Was the eldeſt, which. Was 
agreeable to our cuſtom. Indeed every 
thing here, and all their treatment of 
me, made me forget that I was a ſlave. 
The language of theſe: people -reſem- 
hs ours ſo nearly, that we under tood. 


L. & J 

each other perfectly. They had alſo 
che very ſame” cuſtoms as we. There 
were likewiſe fla ves daily to attend us; 

while my young maſter and I with 
other boys ſported with! our darts and 
bows and arrows, as I had Been uſed: 
to do at home! I this: reſemblance 
to my former happy ſtate, I Paſſed 
about two months; and I now began 
to think I was to be adopted into the 
family, and, was beginning to be re- 
conciled to my ſituation, and to for 
| get by degrees' my misfortunes, When 
all at once the deluſion vaniſhed 7 for 
without the leaſt previous knowledge, 
one morning catly, While ray dear 
maſter and companion was ſtill 2 
I. was awakened out of my reverie to 
| freſh forrow, and hüurried 99100 den 
amongſt” the uncircumciſed. 5 
This, at the very mothetit T W | 
EE ans happint;1 found myll 
283 ſelft 
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ſelf moſt miſerable; and it ſeemedas if 


fortune wiſhed to give me this) taſte of 
joy, only to render the reverſe more 
poignant. The change I naw expe- 
rienced was as painful as it was ſudden 
and unexpected. It was a change in- 
deed from a ſtate of bliſs. to a ſcene 
which is inexpreſſible by me, as it 
diſcovered: to me an element I had 


never beſore beheld, and till then had 


no idea of, and wherein ſueh inſtances 
of hardſhip and cruelty continually oc- 
curred as I can never reflect on but 
with horror. TIE Sb 

All che nations Al n J hatl 
hitherto paſſed through reſembled our 
own in their manners, cuſtonis, and 
language: but I came at length to 
a country, the inhabitants of which 
differed from us in all thoſe particulars. 
I was very much ſtruck with this dif- 
ference, efpecially v Ren I came among 
— ; 1 people 


2 
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a people who did not.circumcide;; and 
cat without waſhing their hands. They 
_ cooked alſo in iron pots, and had Euro- 
pean cutlaſſes and croſs bos, Which 
were unknown to us, and e ith 
their fiſts amongſt themfelves. Ih r 
women were not ſo madeſt as rn 
for they eat, and drank, and flept, 
with their men. But above all, I was 
amazed to ſee no ſacriſices or offerings 
among them. In ſome of thoſe places 
che people ornamented themſelves with 
ſcars, and likewiſe: filed | their teeth 
very ſharp. They wanted ſometime 
to ornament; me in the ſame manner, 
but I would not ſuffer them; hoping 
kbat I might ſome time be among a 
people vſho did not thus dis figure them- 
ſelves, as I thought they did. At laſt 
- Which: was covered with canoes, in 
which the people * tg live 
Isg * | with 


== 
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and after the morning meal, we em- 
barked again and proceeded:as: before. 
I was often very much! aſtoniſſied to 
ſee ſome of the women, as well as the 
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th thee houſehold utenſſls and pro- 
viſions of all kinds. I Was beyond = 
meaſure aſtoniſhed ax this; as I had 


mon eprops 
à pond or a rivulet: and my ſurpriſe 


was mingled with no ſmall fear when 


1 Was put into one of theſe canoes, 
and we began to paddle and move 


along the river. We continued going 
on thus till night; and when we came 


to land, and made fires on the banks, 


each family by themſelves, ſome dragged 


their canoes on ſhore, others ſtayed and 
cooked in theirs; and laid in them all 
night. TI 


ſhape of little houſes: in theſe we ſlept: 


men. 5 r the / water, dive tothe 


On bonum. 
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Thoſe on the land had mats, 
of which they made tents, Jorac in the 
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vottom, come up again, and; ſwim 

about. Thus I continued to travel, 
ſometimes by land, ſometimes by water, 
through different countries and various 
nations, till, at the end of ſix or ſeven 
months, after I had been kidnapped, 
J arriyed at the ſea, coaſt. It would 
be tedious and unintereſting to relate 
all the incidents which befell me dur- 
ing this journey, and which I have not 
yet forgotten; of the various hands 1 
paſſed through, and the manners and 
cuſtoms of all the different people 
among whom I lived: I ſhall | there» 
fore only obſerve, that in all the places 
where I Was, the ſoil was, exceedingly | 
richl; the pomkins, aedas, plantains, 
yams, &. &c. were in great abund- 
ance, and of incredible ſize. There 
were alſo vaſt quantities of different 
gums, though not uſed for any pur- 
re and every where a great deal of 
GT | tabacco. 


fi 2 


tobacco. The cotton even grew hitite 


wild ; and there was plentyof red-wood: 
E faw no mechanics whatever in all 


the way, except ſuch as I have men- 
tioned. The chief employment in all 
theſe countries was agriculture, and 


both the males and femalcs, as with us, 5 
vere brought up to it, and trained 7 


the arts of Har. 


. Re TATE object W bien aged e 150 


eyes when I arrived on the coaſt was 


the ſea, and a flave ſhip,” which was 
then riding at anchor, and waiting for' 


its cargo. Thefe filled me with afto- 
niſhment, which was ſoon, converted 
into terror when I was carried on 


board. I was immediately handled, and 


toſſed up to ſee if I were found, by 
ſome of the crew; and 1 was now per- 
ſuaded that 1 had | gotten into a world of 
bad ſpirits, and that they were going 
to kill me. 0 heir complexions, too 

— 3 | differing 


kad ou, gn yy. 
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Atltffering ſos iich fro drs, their long 
hair; and the” langnage they ſpoke, 
(Which was very different from any I 
had ever heard) united to confirm me. 
in this belief. Indeed ſuch were the 
horrors of my views and fears at the 
moment, that, if ten thoufand worlds 
had been my own, I would have freely 
parted with them all to have exchanged 
my condition with that of the meaneſt 
llave in my own country. When I look- 
ech round the ſhip too and ſaw a large 
furnace or copper boiling, and a mul- 
titude of black people of every deſcrip- 
tion chained together, every one of 
their countenances expreſſing dejection 
and forrow, I no longer doubted | Tr 
my! fate; and, quite overpow ered with 
horror and anguiſh, J fell motionleſs 
on the deck and fainted. When 1 
recovered a little 1 found ſome black 
7113 about me, who I believe la Cre» 
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board, and * 

pay; they talked to me * order 
cheer me, but all in vain. 1 fk | 
them if we were not to be eaten by 
thoſe white men with horrible looks, 
red faces, and long hair. They told 
me I was not: and one of the crew 
brought me a ſmall portion of ſpiritu- ; 
_ ous liquor in a wine glaſs; but, being 
afraid of him, I would not take it out 
of his hand. One of the blacks there- 7 
fore took it from him and gave it to ” 
me, , and I took a little down ack! 7 palate, 4 


4 
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grant. 2 en at ER ſt - 
feeling it produced, having never, taſted | 7 | 
any ſuch liquor before. Soon after e 
this the blacks who brought me on 
board went off, and leſt me abandoned ö 

to de pair. I now ſav myſelf deprival ; 


country; or even che kal impſe af 
7A ning the ſhore, which now a 


hope ofigai 
cconfidered as friendly ; and I, een 
wiſhed, for my former Nlayery, in pre- 
ference ta my preſent ſituation, Which 
was filled with borrors of every. kind, 
till heightened, by my ignorance of 
what I, was to undergo... I was not 
bong, ſuffered to indulge! my grief; I. 
| was ſoon put down. under the decks, 
and there, I received ſuch a ſalutatian 
in my yoſtrils : as I had 1, never, exper. 
rienced 3 in my. life: 2 fo that, Fit, the 
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| "og ether, 1 l fo, ſick and, low _ 


Ini 


that 1 Ws n not able to eat, nor ha 
t the Yea {t deſire 10 taſte any ching. _ 
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now, wiſhed. for the laſt friend, death, 


0 


to relieve me; but ſoon, to my grief, 
two of the y white men, offered. me. Fate. 


ieee 


alles j. and, on, my. oF ang e ein 


Vol. I. 
. 
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Silofinns A me fiſt bpb n 
and laid me acroſs, I think the windlaſs, 
and tied my feet, while the other flogged 
me ſeverely. I had never experienced 
any thing of this kind before; and al- 
though not being uſed to the water, 
J naturally feared that element the firft 
time I ſaw it, yet nevertheleſs, could ! 
have got over the nettings, I would 
Have jumped over the fide; but T could 
not; and, beſides, the crew uſed to 
watch us very cloſely who were not 
chained down to the decks, left ue 
_ ſhould Heap into the water: and Thave 
ſeen ſorne of theſe poor African Pri- 
ſoners moſt ſeverely cut for attempting | 
7 to do fo, and hourly whipped - for not 
eating. This indeed was oſten cke caſe 
with myſelf. In a little time after, 
amongſt the poor chained men, I found 
ſome of my own nation, which in a 
e 8 oe ee * mind. 5 1 


inquired 


a1 
inquired of ahaſe what, Mas to be done 

wick us? vchey gave me to underſtand 
we were tn, he carried to theſe, white 
people's country to work for them. I 
then qvas a little revived, and thought, | 
if it were no worſe than working, My 
fituation Was not ſo deſperate: but fil] 
I feared I ſhould be put to er 
white people looked and acted, as. I 

thought, in ſo ſavage. a manner; for 
I. had, never ſeen among any people 
ſuch, inſtances of brutal cruelty; and 
this not only ſheyn towards us blacks, 
but alſo to ſome of the whites thema 
ſelves. One White man in particular 


1 aw, When we were permitted to b 


on deck, flogged ſo unmercifully with 
i large rope near the ſoremaſt, that he 
died in conſequence of it; and they 
toſſed him over the ſide as they would 
haye done. a brute. This made me 
fear theſe. people the more; and Lex 
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in the ſame manner. A coul, 


0 1 76 1 5 
6050 nothing lefs than to hi I e tete 


expreſſing my fears and apprehenfions 


to ſome of my countrymen: 3 aſked 


IL we; 


them if theſe, people had no country, 
but lived in this hollow place (t the 
hip)? they told me they did not, but 
came from a diftant one. 6 Then, aid 
I, how comes it in all our country we 
. 4mever heard of them? They told 1 me 


becauſe they lived ſo very far off. 1 then 


aſked where were their women? had 


they any like themſelves ?'T was told 
they had: And why,“ faidT, * do we 


5 not ſee them they anſwered, becauſe 
they were left behind. I aſked how 
the veſſel could go? they told me they 


could not tell; but that there were 
cloth put upon the maſts by the help 
of the ropes I ſaw, and then the veſſel 


: went on; and the white men had ſome 
ſpell or magic they Put. f in the water 


.when 


norhelp 


6 m4 


when they liked in order to ſtop the 
veſſel. I: as exceedingly amazed at 
this account, and really thought they | 


were ſpirits. | I therefore wiſhed much 


to be from ,amongſt them, for I ex- 
pected they would facrifice me: but 
my wiſhes were vain; for we were ſo 
quartered that it was impoſſible for 
any C of us to make our eſcape. While 
we ſtay ed on the coaſt T was moſtly on 


deck ; and one day, to my great aſto- 
nihment, + ſaw one of theſe veſſels 
coming in in with the ſails up. As ſoon 
as the Whites. ſaw i it, they gave a great 
ſhout, at which we were amazed; and 
the more ſo as the veſſel appeared C 
larger by approaching nearer. 4 At laſt 
ſhe came to an anchor in my fight, | 
and when-the anchor Was let gol and 
my countrymen. who ſaw it were loſt 
in aſtoniſhment to obſerve the veſſel 


 »Rop and were now- convinced it was 
E. 7 done 


EE / 
ane by magic. Soon "after this "the 
other ip got her boats out, and 


they came on board of us, and the: 


people of both ſhips ſeemed very glad 
to "ſee each other. Several of the 
ſtrangers alſo ſhook" hands with us: 
black people, and made motions: with” 
their hands, fignifying I ſuppoſe, we 
were to go to their country; but de 
did not underſtand them. At laſt, 
when the ſhip” we were in, had got 


in all her cargo, they made ready with 
many fearful noiſes, and we were all 


ſee how they managed the veſſsl. But 
this diſappointment was the leaſt uf 


my ſorrow. The ſtench of the hold 


while we were on the coaſt was ſo in- 


tolerably loathſome, that it was dan- 


gerous to remain there for any time, 
and ſome of us had been permitted to 
ſtay on the deck for the freſſi air; but 
no that the whole ſhip's cargo were 
confined. 


2 
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confi „ abſalutehy; 
peſtilential. - The cloſenefs of the place, 
amd the heat of the climate, added to 
the number in the ſhip; which. was for. 
crowded that each had ſcarcely 00m 
to tum himſelf, almoſt ſuffoeated us 
This produced. copious: perſpirations, 
ſo that the air ſoon became unfit- for 
reſpiration, from a. variety of loath - 
ſome ſmells, and brought on a fickneſ; 8 
among the ſſaves, of which many died, 
thus falling victims to the improvident 
avariee, as J may call it, of their pur 
chaſers. This wretched ſituation was 
again aggravated hy tlie galling of the 
chains, now become inſupportable: 
and the filth of the neceſſary tubs, into 
which the children often fell, and were 
almoſt ſuffocated. The ſhricks of the 
women, and the groans of the dying, 
rendered. the whole a ſcene of horror 


amoſt inconceivable... Happily perhaps: 
E flodv 5 for 


| TOS. 1 8, 1 8 : 
Imai 1 was ſoon 1 fa Jos 
here that it was thought neceſſary; to 


keep me almoſt ahyays on-deck;, and. 


from, my eMreme youth I :was. not.put 


in ſetters. In this fituation I expeGied, 
every hour to Mare the fate ot my 
companions, ſome; of hom were al- 
mott daily brought, upon deck at the. 


point of death, which 1 began to hope 
would ſoon put an end to my miſeries. 


Often did. I think many of the inhabi- 


rants; of the deep much more happy 
than myſelſ. I envied them the freedom 


they enjoyed, and as often wiſhed, I 


could change; my condition for theirs. 
Every: circumſtance L met with ſerved. 
only to render my: ſtate more p 
and heighten my apprehenſions, and 


my opinion of the cruelty of the avhites.. 


One day they had taken a number of 
fiſhes; and when they bad killed and 
ſatisfied themſelves with as many as 

they 


41 * 4 
they chought fit, 10 our aſtoniſhment 
Who Mere on the deck, rather than 
give any of them to us to eat, as we 
expected, they tofſed the remaining 
fin into the ſea again, although we 
begged and Prayed for ſome as well 
as we could; but in vain”; and ſomt of 
my countrymen, being g preſſed by hun- 
ger, took an opportunity, when they 
chought no one faw them, of trying to 
get a little privately; but they were diſ- 
covered; and the attempt procured them 
ſome very ſevere floggings. One day, 
When? we had a ſmooth ſea and mode- 
rate wind, two of my wearied country- 
men who were chained together ( 1 was 
near them at the time), preferring death 
to ſuch a life of miſery, fomehow made | 
| through the nettings and jumped 1 into 
the ſea: immediately another quite de- 
; jetted fellow, who on account of his | 
illneſs, was ſuffered to be out of irons, 

V 
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alſo: followed their example and E Be. 
lieve many more would very ſbor have 


done the ſarne if they had not been pre- 


vented by the ſhip's: crew, who were 
inſtantly alarmed. Thoſe! of us that 
were the moſt active were ina moment 
put down under the deck, and there 
was ſuch a noiſe and confuſion amongſt 
the people of the ſhip as I never heard 
before, to ſtop her, and get the boat 
out to go after the flaves. However 
two of the wretches were drouned, but 
they got the other, and aſterwards 
flogged him unmereifully, for; thus at- 
tempting to prefer death to flaverys 
In this manner we continued to under- 
go more hardſhips than I ean now 
relate, hardſhips which are inſeparable 
from this accurſed trade. Many a 
time we were near ſuffocation from the 


want of freſh air, which we were oſten 


virhout for whole N This, 
and 
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carried off many. During our paſſage: . 
I firſt ſaw flying fiſhes, which ſu rprifed oP 
me very much: they uſed frequently- 


| to fly. acroſs. the ſhip; and many of 


them fell on the deck. I alſa now: 


firſt ſaw the uſe of the quadrant; I had 


often with aſtoniſnment ſeen the mari- 
ners make obſervations with it, and I 
eould not think what it meant. They 
at laſt took notice of my ſutpriſe: and 


one of them, willing to increaſe it, as 


well as to gratify my curioſity, made me 


one day look through it. The clouds 

appeared to me to be land, which diſ- 
appeared as they paſſed along. This 
heightened my wonder; and I was now 


more perſuaded than ever that I was 


in another world, and that every thing 


about me was magic. At laſt we came 
in ſight of the iſland of Barbadoes, at 
which the whites on board gave a great 
| LES + ſhout, 


. 8. N. 
ſhout, and made many ſigns of joy to 
We did not know what to think 
| of this; but as the veſſel dre nearer we. 
plain y ſaw the harbour, and. other f Ups. 
of different kinds and ſizes; and we, ſpon, 
anchored amongſt them off Bridge 
Town. Many merchants and planters 
now came on board, though it as, in. 
the evening. They put us in ſeparate 


| 1 | parcels, and examined us attentively. 
[ | They allo made us jump, and pointed 
|| ſ | to the land, ſignifying we were te go 
k there. We thought by this we ſhould 

| be eaten by theſe ugly men, as they ap- 

ö peared to us; and, when ſoon aſter 


we were all put down under the deck: 

= again, there was much dread and trem- 
bling among us, and nothing but bitter 
cries to be heard all the night from 
theſe apprehenſions, inſomuch that at 
laſt the white people got ſome old 
nen from che land to N us. They 
told 
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| bold us we were not ts be Get but 


to Mork And were ſoon. to. 'go on land, 
here we ſhould fee” many. "of our 
country people. This report caſed? us 
much; and ſure enough, ſoon. after 
we were landed, there came to zus 
Africans of all languages! We were 


; conducted immediately to the mer- 


chant's s yard, where we were all pent 


up 1 like ſo FRY ſheep in a 
. As 


| every ech was new to me everything 


I ſaw filled me with ſurpriſe. What 

ſtruck me firſt was that the houſes wer = 
built with bricks and ſtories, and in every 
other refpect different from thoſe I had 


een | in Africa: but I was ſtill moreaſ- 
toniſhed on ſeeing people on horſeback. 
I did not know What this could mean; 
and indeed I thought theſe people were 
full of nothing but magical arts. While 
. 1 was in x" this aſtoniſhment” one of my 


Fl 


fellox 
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fellow priſoners ſpoke to a countryman 
of his about the horſes, who ſaid they 
were the fame kind they had in their 
country. I underſtood them, though 


they were from a diſtant part of Africa, 


and thought it odd I had not ſeen any 
horſes there; but afterwards, when E 


came to converle with different Afri 


cans, I found they had many Horſes 


amongſt them, and much larger than 
thoſe I then ſaw. We were not many 
days in the merchant's cuſtody before 
we were ſold after their uſual manner, 


which is this —On a ſignal given, (as 
the beat of a drum) the buyers ruſh 


at once into the yard where the ſlaves 


are confined, and make choice of that 
parcel they like beſt. The noiſe and 
clamour with which this is attended, 
and the eagerneſs viſible in the. coun- 
tenances of the buyers, ſerve not a little 
to increaſe the apprehenſion of the 


terrified. 
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were: Africans, who may well be 
ſed to conſider them as the mini- 

ſters of that deſtruction to which they 
think themſelves devoted. In this 
manner, without ſcruple, are relations 
and friends ſeparated, moſt of them 
never to ſee each other again. I re- 
member in the veſſel in which I was 
brought over, in the men's apartment, 
there were ſeveral brothers, who, in the 
ſale, were ſold in different lots; and it 
was very moving en this occaſion to: 
fee and hear their cries at parting.. O, 
ye nominal Chriſtians! might not an 
African aſk you, learned you this 
from your God, who ſays unto you, 
Do unto all men as you would men 
ſhould do unto you? Is it not enough 
that we are torn from our country and 
friends, to toil for your luxury and luſt 
of gain? Muſt every tender feeling be 
likewiſe ſacrificed to your wie = 2 
Are 


E þ 

Are the. deareſt friends and relations, - 
now rendered more dear by their ſepa- 
ration from their kindred, ſtill to be 
parted from each other, and thus pre- 
vented from cheering the gloom of 
flavery with the ſmall comfort of being 
together and mingling their ſufferings 
and ſorrows? Why are parents to loſe 
their children, brothers their ſiſters, 
or huſbands their wives ? Surely this is 
a new refinement in cruelty, Which, 
while it has no advantage to atone for 
it, thus aggravates diſtreſs, and adds 
freſh horrors even to the wretchedneſs 
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The author j is carried to Vis Te 4 by 
 Ireſs—Surpri iſe at ſeeing a picture and. 

_ a watch Is bought by Captain Paſcal, 
and ſets out for England —His terror. 
during the voyage — Arrives in England 

Lis wonder at a fall of ſnow—Is 
fen to Guernſe ey, and in /ome time goes. 
on board a ſhip of war with his maſter - 
one account of the expedition againſt 
* Louiſbourg under the command of A an 
ral Gatos in 1 7 58. 


I now ernie loſt the ſmall remains 
of comfort I had enjoyed in con- 
verſing with my countrymen; the wo- . 
men too, who uſed” to waſh and take 
care of me, were all gone different 
— 5 . 
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ways, and I never ſaw. one of them 
afterwards. | 
I ſtayed in this fond Fl FR "ky 
I believe it could not be above a fort- 
i night; when I and ſome few more 
160 flaves, that were not ſaleable amongſt 
Big the reſt, from very much fretting, 
WR were ſhipped off in a ſloop for North 
America. On the paſſage we were 
better treated than when we were com-- 
ing from Africa, and we had plenty of 
rice and fat pork. We were landed 
up a river a good way from the fea, 
about Virginia county, where we faw 
few or none of our native Africans,.. 
and not one ſoul who could talk to me. 
I was a few weeks weeding grals, and 
gathering ftones in a plantation; and. 
at laſt all my companions were diſtri- 
buted different ways, and only myſelf | 
was left. I was now exceedingly mi- 


lerable, and. thought myſelf worſe off 
chan 
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than any of the reſt of my companions; 

for they could talk to each other; but 
I had no perſon to ſpeak to that I could 
underſtand; In this ſtate I was conſtantly 
grieving” and pining, and wiſhing for 
deathi rather than any thing elle.” 
While T was in this plantation the 
gentleman to whom ! ſuppoſe the eſtate 
belonged, being unwell, I was one day 
ſent for to his dwelling - houſe to fan 
him; when I came into the room where 
he was I was very much affrighted at 
ſome things 1 faw,. and the more ſo. 
as J had ſeen a black woman ſlave as 1 
came through the houſe, who was. 
cooking the dinner, and the poor crea- 
ture was cruelly loaded with various. 
kinds of iron machines; ſhe had one 

particularly on her head, which locked 

her mouth ſo faſt that ſhe could ſcarcely. 

ſpeak; and could not eat nor drink. 


I was much aſtoniſhed and ſnocked at 
this: 


L 2 ] 
this contri vance, Which 1 afterwards 
learned was called the iron muzzle. 
Soon after I had a fan put into my 
hand, to fan the gentleman while he 
laept; and ſo I did indeed with great 
fear. While he was faſt aſleep J in- 
dulged myſelf a great deal in looking 
about the room, which to me appeared 
very fine and curious. The firſt object 
that engaged my attention was a watch 
which hung on the chimney, and was 


going. : was quite ſurprifed at the 


noiſe it made, and was afraid it would 


tell the gentleman any thing 1 might | do 
amiſs: and when J immediately after 
obſerved a picture hanging i in the room, 
which appeared conſtantly to look at 


me, I was ſtill more affrighted, having 


never ſeen ſuch things as theſe before. 
At one time I thought i it Was. ſomething 
_ relative to magic; - and not ſeeing it 
move I thought it might be ſome way 


the 
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the whites had to keep their great men 
when, they. died, and offer them liba- 
lions as we uſed to do to our friendly £ 
ſpirits, .. In this ſtate of anxiety I re- 
mained till my, maſter: awoke, when * 
vas diſmiſſed out of the room, to my | 
not ſmall ſatisfaction and relief; for 1 
thought that theſe people were all made 
up of wonders. In this place I was 
called Jacob; but on board the African 
ſnow I was called Michael. I had been 
ſome time in this miſerable; forlorn, and 
much dejected ſtate, without having any 
one to talk to, which made my lie a 
burden, when the kind and unknown 
hand of the Creator ( who in very deed 
lea ids the blind in a way they know not) 
now began to appear, to my comfort; 
for one day the captain of a merchant 
ſhip, called the Induſtrious Bee, came 
on ſome buſineſs to my maſter's ; houſe. 


Tm? gentleman, whoſe name was Mi- 
chael 


[ 4 | 


chadl Henry Paſcal, Was a | leutepane 
in the royal navy, but now commanded 


this trading ſhip, which was ſome- 


where in the confines of the county 
many miles off. While he was at my 


maſter's houſe it happened that he ſaw 


me, and liked me ſo well that he made 
a purchaſe of me. I think I have 
often heard him ſay he gave thirty or 


forty pounds ſterling for me; but I do 
not now remember which, However, he 


meant me for a preſent to ſome of his 
friends in England: and I was ſent | 
accordingly from the houſe of my. then 


maſter, (one Mr. Campbell) to the 
place where the ſhip lay; I was con- 


ducted on horſeback by an elderly 


black man, (: a mode of travelling 
which appeared very odd to me). 


When J arrived I Was carried on board I 


4a fine large ſhip, loaded with tobacco, 
&c. and juſt Fg to fail for England. 


1 now 
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I bew thought my condition much 
mended; 1 had ſails to lie on, and 
plenty of good victuals to eat; and 
every body on board uſed me very 
kindly, quite contrary to what I had 
ſeen of any white people before; I 
therefore began to think that they were 
not all of the ſame diſpoſition. A few 
days after I was on board we failed 
for England. I was ſtill at a loſs to 
conjecture my deſtiny. By this time, 
however, I could ſmatter a little im- 
perfect Engliſh; and I wanted to 
know as well as I could where we 


were going. Some of the people of 


the ſhip uſed to tell me they were go- 
ing to carry me back to my own coun- 
try, and this made me very happy. I 
Vas qui e rejoiced at the idea of going 

back; and thought if T fhould get 
home what wonders I ſhould have to 


tell. But 1 was reſerved for another 
- fate, 


tel 
fate, and was. ſoon undecel ved; wheny: 
ve, game within fight; of the Engliſi 
coaſt... While J. was on board this, hip. 
mri gaptzan an Nt anch maſter, named, me 


Guflavas Vela, d- at that time hegen to, 


ungrrfiong him... little, ang, refuled * "1 

be called ſo, and, told him as well Al 0 
could chat 4 would be called Jacob; 
but he faid 1 mould not, a Ki 


eb 


called me Guſtavus: and wh Fe. 
| 1055 fIR 


fuſed to anſwer to my yu 15 me, 
which at firſt 1 did, it gained tne e 0a any, 
a cuff; fo at length I ſubmitted „ an 
by Which 1 have been known Mer 
ſince. The ſhip had a very long. il A 
ſage; and on that account v alder 
Jhort allowance of proviſions. N 8 
the laſt we had only one pound and * 
half of bread per week, and about the 
ſame quantity of meat; and one quart 
of water a-day. We ſpoke wich only 
one "veel the whole time we were 
cn T1090 pat tn d 1505 7 a" 
Sy awe 


Tre 
dt ca, and bug bee ue anght a fer 
N In our extremities the captain 
and people told mie in jeſt they would 
Fill and eat me; but I thought them 
in earneſt, and was depreſſed beyond 
-meaſbre; expetting * every moment o 
be my laſt. Wbile 1 was in this ſitu- 
ation one evening they caught, with 
a good deal of trouble „a large ſhark, 
and got it on doard. This glad- 
dened my poor heart exceedingly, as I 
thought it would ſerve the people. to 
eat inſtead of their eating me; but 
very ſoon, to my aſtoniſhment, they 
cut off a ſtnall part of the tail, and 
tofſed the reſt; over. the ſide. This 
renewed my. conſternation; and I did 
ot know what to think of theſe white 
people, though I very much feared 
a0 would kill and cat me. There 
was on board the ſhip: a young lad who 
dad never been at ſea before, about 
Vol, I. F four 
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as we cheriſhed till his death, which, 


= Tour 1759, when he was up the 


i W8. 3 


four or five years older than myſelf: 


his name was Richard Baker. He was 
a native of America, had received an ex. 
cellent education, and was of a moſt 
amiable temper. Soon after I went on 
board he ſhewed me a great deal of 
partiality and attention, and in return 
1 grew extremely fond of him. We a 
at length became inſeparable ; and, W +; 
for the ſpace of two years, he was of MW 
very great uſe to me, and was my MW +: 
conſtant companion and inſtructor. M. 
Although this dear youth had many W 10 
ſlaves of his own, yet he and I have ver 


on ſhipboard; and we have many 


nights lain in each other's boſoms when 
we were in great diſtreſs. Thus ſuch 
a friendſhip was cemented between us 


to my very great ſorrow, happened in 


Archipelago, 


+» 1 
Archipelgo, on board his rmajeſty's 
Mp' the Preſton cam! tvent>which/iT 
have never ceaſed: to regret, as L loſt 
at once a kind enn an agreenble 
companion, and a faithful friend; 
| 'who, at the age of fifteen, diſcovered 
| mind ſuperior to prejudice; and ho 
was not aſhamed to notice, to aſſociate 
with, and to be the friend and inſtructor 
of one who was ignorant, a ſtranger; uf 
a different complexion, and a ſlaves! 
My maſter had lodged in his mother's 
Kouſe in America: he reſpected him 
very much, and made him always eat 
with Him in the cabin. He uſed oſten 
tor tell him jocularly chat he would 
ill and eat me. Sometimes he would 
ſay to me the black people were not 
good to eat, and would aſk; me if We 
did not eat people in my country, . 
faid, No; then he ſaid he would: kill 
abe always called him), finſt, 
8813 "auto! 2 and 
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and afterwards me. Though this hear. 
ing relieved my mind a little as to 
myſelf, I was alarmed. for Dick, and 
whenever he was called :I- uſed to be 
very much afraid he was to be killed; 
and I would peep and watch to ſee if 
they were going to kill him: nor was! 
free from this conſternation till we 8 
made the land. One night we loſt a i= 
man overboard; and the cries and Pe 
noiſe were ſo great and confuſed, in © 
ſtopping the ſhip, that I, who did not de 
know what was the matter, began, as F 
uſual, to be very much afraid, and u M pe 

think they were going to make an of. an 
fering with me, and perform ſome W 


magic; which I ſtill believed they dealt fu 
8 As the waves were very high 1 ' th 
thought the Ruler of the ſeas was an- in 
gry, and I expected to be offered up #8: 

do appeaſe him. This filled my mind WW | to. 
3 with agony, and 1 could not apy more | fo 


that 


Ar- 
'to 
ind 

be 


ed; 
iy 
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chat night cloſe my eyes again to reſt. 
However, when daylight appeared 

was a little eaſed in my mind; but 
ſtill every time I was called I uſed to 
think it was to be killed. Some time 
after this we ſaw ſome very large fiſh, 
which I afterwards found were called 


grampuſſes. | They looked to me ex- 


tremely terrible, and made their ap- 


pearance juſt at duſk; and were fo 
near as to blow the water on the ſhip's 
deck. I believed them to be the 


rulers of the fea; and as the white 
people did not make any offerings at 
any time, I thought they were angry 


with them: and, at laſt, what con- 
firmed my belief was, the wind juſt, 
then died away, and a calm enſued, and 
in conſequence of it the ſhip ſtopped 
going. I ſuppoſed that the fiſh had per- 

formed this, and I hid myſelf 1 in the 


ee of the ſhip, through fear of be- 
. nm 
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ing offered up to appeaſe: them, every 
minute peeping and quaking: but my 
good friend Dick came ſhortly towards 
me, and I took an opportunity ito aſk 
him, as well as I could, what theſe: 
fiſh were. Not being able to talk 
much Englith, I could but juſt make 
him underſtand my queſtion ; and not 
at all, when I aſked him if any offer- 
ings were to be made to them: ho- 
ever, he told me theſe, fiſh: Would 
ſwallow any body; which ſufficiently 


alarmed me. Here he was called away 
by the captain, who was leaning over 
the quarter-deck railing. and looking 
at: the fiſh; and moſt of the,,pegple 
were buſied in getting a barrel of pitch 

to light, for them to play with. The, 
captain now called me to him, having 


tearned ſome of my apprehenſions from 
Dick; and having diverted himmſelf⸗ and 


others for ef time with my -feary, 


— 
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which appeared ludicrous enough in 
my crying and trembling, he diſmiſſed 
me. The barrel of pitch was now 
lighted and put over the fide into the 
water: by this time it was juſt dark, 


and the fiſh, went after it; and, to my 


great joy, I ſaw them no more. 
However, all my alarms began to 


ſubſide when we got ſight of land; and 


at laft the ſhip arrived at Falmouth, af- 
ter a paſſage of thirteen weeks. Every 
heart on board ſeemed gladdened on 
our reaching the thoze, and none more 
than mine. The captain immediately 
went on ſhore, and ſent on board ſome. 


freſh proviſions, which we wanted very 


much: we made good uſe of them, anc. 
our famine was ſoon turned into feaſt- 8 
ing, almoſt without ending. It was. 
about the beginning of the ſpring. 
L757, when J arrived in England, and 


I was near twelve years, of age at that 
F4 © time. 


| F100 11 | 
time. I was very much ftruck with 
the buildings and the pavement of the 


ſtreets in Falmouth; and, indeed, every 


object J ſaw filled me with new ſur- 
priſe. One morning, when I got upon 


deck, I ſaw it covered all over with the 


ſnow that fell over- night: as I had 
never ſeen any thing of the kind before, 


I thought jt was ſalt; ſo I immediately 


ran down to the mate and defired him, 
-ould; to come and ſee 
how ſomebody in the night had thrown- 
falt all over the deck. He, knowing 


as well as 


whar it was, deſired me to bring ſome 


of it down to him: accordingly I took 


up a handful of it, which found very 
cold indeed; and when I brought it to 


him he defired me to taſte it. I did 


ſo, and I was ſurpriſed beyond mea- 
ſure. I then aſked him what it was; 


he told me it was ſnow: but I could 
not in anywiſe underſtand him. He 


aſked 


— 
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aſked! me if we had no. uch thing bi 
my country; and I tod Hm, Nb. 
1 then aſked him the ufd of it 4d 
| who made it; he told me a geit Wahr 
in the heavens, called Cod: but Hefe 

5 apt I was-to-all-intents and purpoſes 
at a loſs. to underſtand Him; andthe” 


more ſb, when a little aſter 1 faw the 
air filled with it, in a heavy mowet, 


which fell down on the ſame day. f 
After this I went to church; ; "and : 
having never been at fuck à place 
before, I was again amazed at ſeeing: 


and hearing the ſervice. I afked alt: 


could about it; and they gave me 10 


underſtand it was worſhipping God, 
who made us and all things. 1 was” 


ſtill at a great loſs, and ſoon got into ant | 
endleſs field of inquiries, as well as r 


was able toſpeak and afk about things. 


However, my little friend Dick uſt ed to 
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"make free w ith him, and he always in- 
ſtructed me with pleaſure: and from 
"what T could underſtand by him of this. 


God, and in ſeeing theſe white people 
did not Tell one another as we did, I 


they were much happier than we Afri- 


but was amazed at their not ſacrificing, 


dead. I likewiſe could not help re- 


their women, which I did not at firſt 
like.; and I thought they were not. ſo 
modeſt and ſhametaced as the African 


” women. 


41 had often ſeen my ates 10 Dick 


Een curioſity to tall. to the books, as 


be my my beſt intetpreter; fas A bull 


was. much pleaſed; and in this 1 thought. 


cans. I was aſtoniſhed ar the wiſdom 5 
of the white people in all things I ſaw; 


or making any offerings, and eating 
with unwaſhed hands, and touching the. 


marking the particular ſlenderneſs of 


- baile, pred yoayed wed oa oc 


* ee in reading; and 1 had a. 


| AJ I thought. 


1 
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J thought they did; and ſo to learn 
how all things had a beginning: for 
that purpoſe I have often taken up a 
book, and have talked to tit; and then 
put my ears to it, when alone, in hopes 
it would anſwer me; and I have been 
very much concerned when I ſound it 
remained: ſent; ino. 
My maſter lodged: at gee! houſe of a a 
gentleman i in Falmouth, who had a fins 
little daughter about ſix or ſeven years 
of age, and ſhe grew-prodigiouſly fond 
of me; inſomuch that we uſed to 
eat together, and had ſervants to wait 
on us. I was ſo much careſſed by this 
family "that it often reminded me of 
the treatment J had received from my 
little noble African maſter. After 1 
had been here a few days, I was ſent on 
board of the ſhip; but the child cried 
fo much aſter me that nothing could 
Nen her till L was ſent for again: 
F It 


It is ludicrous: enough, that I began; 
to fear I ſhould be betrothed to this. 
young lady: and when my maſter 
aſked me if I would ſtay there with her 
behind him, as he was going away 
with the ſhip, which had taken in the 
tobacco again, F cried immediately, 
and faid I would not leave him. At 
laſt, by ſtealth, one night I. was ſent on 
board the ſhip again; and in a little 
time we failed for Guernſey, where ſhe 
was in part owned by a merchant, one 
Nicholas Doberry. As I was now 
amongſt a people who had not their 


faces fcarred, like ſome of the African 


nations where I had been, I was very. 
glad I did not let them ornament me 


in that manner when I was with them. 


When we arrived at Guernſey, my 


maſter placed me to board and lodge 
with one of his mates, who had a wife 


and ſamil there ; and ſome months aſter- 


wards 


* wy? 


_ 
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friend Dick: This mate had;'a little 


| plexions. _— 


[| root ] | 
wards. he Went to Rnglandꝭ and left mer 
in caro:of this, mate, together with 


daughter, aged ahout five or fix ye 
with who By uſed to be much de- 


lighted. 1 had often obh SFO 


when her mot | | 
looked very roſy; bur-whendhe aſhes 


14. 


mine it did not look fo : I. d 


| tried oftentimes myſelf if I could pot by | 


Rr g make my face of the ſame 185 
lour2s my little Playmate (Mary) . bye 
it yasalin vain; and Lnow began tob 
mortified at the difference i un ee . 
3 18 woman behaved to me 
wich great kindneſs and attention; and. 
taught, me every thing in the ſame 
manner as ſhe did her on child, and 
indeed in eyexy reſpect treated me as 
ſuch. I remained here till the far 


mer of the year Aae N 


"6a being appointed firſt Jiews:: 


tenant 


_ 0 7 
tenant of his majeſty's ſhip the Roe 
buck, ſent for Dick and me, and 
his old mate: on this we all left 
Guernſey, and ſet out for Englaiid 


in a loop bound for London. As we 


were coming up towards the Nore, 
where the Roebuck lay, a man of war's 


boat came alongſide to preſs our peo- 
ple; on which. each man ran to hide 


| himſelf. I was very much frightened 
at this, though I did not know what it 


* i 


meant; or what to think or do; © How- 


ever I went and hid myſelf alſo under 4 


hencoop. Immediately afterwards tlie 


pPreſs- gang came on board with their 
fwords drawn, and ſearched all about, 


pulled the people out by force, and pur 
them into the boat: At laſt I was found 
out alſo; the man that found me held 
me up by the heels while they all made 


their ſport of me, I roaring and crying 
out all the time moſt luſtily; but at 


: laſt. 


} 
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laſt the mate, who was my conductor, 
ſecing this, came to my aſſiſtance, and 
did all he could to pacify m e; but all 
to very little purpoſe, tillI had ſeen the 
boat go off. Soon afterwards we came. 
to the Nore, where the Roebuck lay; 
and, to our great joy, my maſter came 
on board to us, and brought us to the 
ſhip. When I went on board this 


5 large ſhip, I was amazed indeed to ſce- 


the quantity of men and the guns. | 
However my ſurpriſe began to diminiſh 
as my knowledge increaſed ; and I 


: ceaſed to feel thoſe apprehenſions and 


alarms which had taken ſuch ſtrong 


poſſeſſion of me when 1 firſt came 


among the Europeans, and for ſome 


time after. I began now to paſs t to an op- 
poſite extreme; I was ſo far from being . 


afraid of: any thing! new which] ſaw,that, 
after I had been ſometime in thisſhip, 1 


eyen began to long for an engagement. 


112 15 . 
My griefs too, which in young minds 


are not perpetual, were now wearing 


away; and ſoon enjoyed myſelf pretty 


well, and felt tolerably eaſy in my pre- 
ſent ſituation. There was a number 
of boys on board, which ſtill made it 


more agreeable; for we were always 


together, and a great part of our time 


was ſpent in play. I'remained in this 
ſhip a conſiderable time, during which 
we made ſeveral cruiſes, and. viſited a 
variety of places: among others we 
were twice in Holland, and brought 
over ſeveral perſons of diſtinction from 
it, whoſe names I do not now remem- - 
ber. On the paſſage, one day, for the 
diverſion - of thoſe gentlemen, all the 


boys were called on the quarter deck, 


and were paired proportionably, and 
then made to fight; after which the 
gentlemen gave the combatants from 


five Jo nine ſhillings each. This was 
the 


i on. 


VV 
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the firſt time 1 ever fought t with a white 


boy; and I never knew: what it was to 


have a bloody noſe before. This made : 
me fight moſt: deſperately; I ſuppoſe 


conſiderably more than an hour: and 
at laſt, both of us being | weary, we 
were parted.” Thad a great deat of this: 


kind of ſport afterwards, in which the 
captain and the ſhip's company uſed ! 


very much to encourage me. Some 


time aſterwards the ſhip went to Leith in 
Scotland, and from thence to the Ork 


neys, where I was ſurpriſed in ſeeing 


ſearcely any night: and from thence we 
ſailed with a great fleet, full of ſoldiers, 
for England. All this time we had 
never come to an engagement, though 


ve were. frequently cruiſing off the 


coaſt: of France: during which we - 


chaſed many veſſels, and took in all 


ſeventeen prizes. I had been learning 


any, of the. manœuyres of the ſhip 


3 
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during our cruiſe; and I was ſeveral 


times made to fire the guns. One even- 
ing, off Havre de Grace, juſt as it 
was growing dark, we were ſtanding 
off ſhore, and met with a fine large 
French-built frigate. We got all things 
immediately ready for- fighting ; ; and] 
now expected I ſhould be gratified in 
ſeeing an engagement, which I had ſo 
long wiſhed for in vain. But the very 
moment the word of command was 
given to fire, we heard thoſe on board 
the other ſhip cry © Haul down the jib; 
and in that inſtant ſhe hoiſted Engliſh 
colours. There was inſtantly with us an 
amazing cry of — Avaſt! or ſtop firing; ; 
and I think one or two guns had been 


let off, but happily they did no miſ- 


chief. We had hailed them ſeveral 
times; but they not hearing, we re- 
ceived no anſwer, which was the cauſe 


of our r firing, "The boat was then-ſent 
on 
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on board of her, and ſhe proved to be 
the Ambuſcade man of war, to my no- 
ſmall diſappointment. We returned to 
Portſmouth, without having been in 
any action, juſt at the trial of Admiral 
Byng (whom 1 faw ſeveral times dur- 
ing it): and my maſter having left the 
ſhip, and gone to London for promo 
tion, Dick and I were put on board the 
Savage floop of war, and we went in 
ber to aſſiſt in bringing off the St. 
George man of, war, that had, ran aſhore 
ſomewhere on the coaſt. Aſter ſtaying 
a few weeks on board the Savage, Dick 
and ] were ſent on ſhore at Deal, where 
we remained ſome ſhort time, till my 
maſter ſent for us to London, the place 
I had long defired excecdingly to ſee. 
We therefore. both with great pleaſure 
got ĩ into a waggon, and came to Lon- 
don, where we were received by : a Mr. 2 
Guerin, a relation of my maſter. This 
| FR gentleman 


FE we Þ 
gentleman had two ſiſters, very ami-- 
able ladies, who took much notice and 
great care of me. Though Thad de- 
fired ſo much to ſee London, when F 
arrived in it I was unfortunately unable 
to gratify my curioſity ; for I, had at 
this time the chilblains to fuch a de- 
gree that I could not ſtand for ſeveral 
months, and 1 was obliged to be ſent: 
to St. George's Hoſpital. There I 
grew ſo ill, that the doctors wanted to 
cut my left leg off at different times, 
apprehending a mortification ; but I 
always ſaid I would rather die than ſuf- 
fer it; and happily (I thank God) I 
recovered without the operation. After 
beihg there ſeveral weeks, and juſt as I 
i Kd recovered, the ſmall pox broke out 
on me, ſo that I was again confined; 
and 1 thought myſelf now particularly 
unfortunate. However 1 ſoon reco- 
. e againg and by this time. my. 
maſter: 


T 4 J 


maſter having been promoted to be EN 
. A of the Preſton man of war 
Fe EE. fifty guns, then new at . Deptford, 
F Dick and I were ſent on board her, 
; and ſoon after we went to 'Holland to 
a bring over the late Duke of —— 
- to England. —While I was in this ſhip 
F. An incident happened, which, though 
1 :trifling, 1 beg leave to relate, as I could 
= not help taking particular notice of it, 
Fd | and conſidering i it: then as a judgment of 
N | -God. One morning a young man was 
4 looking up to the fore-top, and in a 


wicked tone, common on ſhipboard, 
dd his eyes about ſomething. Juſt 
at the moment ſome ſmall particles 
of dirt fell into his left eye, and by 
the evening it was very much infla med. 
The next day it grew worſe; and within 
:ſix or ſeven days he loſt it. From 
this ſhip, . my maſter was appointed a 


"Vomenagt on Daa the Royal George. 
When 
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| When he was going he wiſhed me to 
ſtay on board the Preſton, to learn the 


French horn ; but the ſhip being or- 


dered for Turkey I could not think of 


leaving my maſter, to whom I was 
very warmly attached; and I told him 
if he left me behind it would break 
my heart. This prevailed. on him to 
take me with him; but he left Dick on 
board the Preſton, whom J embraced 
at parting for the laſt time. The Royal 
George was the largeſt ſhip I had ever 


ſeen; ſo that when I came on board of 
her I was ſurpriſed at the number of 
. people, men, women, and children, of 


every denomination; and the largeneſs 
of the guns, many of them alſo of braſs, 
which I had never ſeen'before. Here 


were alſo ſhops or ſtalls of every kind 


of goods, and people crying their dif- 


ferent commodities about the ſhip as in 
a town. To me it appeared a little 


MF. . world, 
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world, into which I was again caſt with 
out a friend, for I had no longer my 
dear companion Dick. We did not 


ſtay long here. My maſter was not 
many weeks on board before he got an 
appointment to be ſixth lieutenant of 


the Namur, which was then at Spit- 


head, fitting up for Vice-admiral Boſca- 
wen, who was going with a large fleet 
on an expedition againſt Louiſburgh. 

The crew of the Royal George were 
turned over to her, and the flag of 
that gallant admiral was hoiſted on 
board, the blue at the maintop gallant 
maſt head. There was a very great 
fleet of men of war of every deſcrip- 
tion aſſembled together for this expe- 
dition, and I was in hopes ſoon to have 
an opportunity of being gratified with 
a ſea-fight. All things being now in 
readineſs, this mighty fleet (for there 
| wasalſo Admiral Corniſh's fleet in com- 
7 pany, 
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laſt weighed anchor, and Haited.“ The 
two fleets continued int” corhpany for 
ſeveral days, and then parted" Admi tal 


Corniſn, in the Le 
luted bur admiral in the Namuf, whith | 


he returned. 


were driven to Teneriffe, where I was 


ſtruck with its noted peak. Its prodi- 


gious height, and its form, reſembling 
a ſugar loaf, filled me with wonder. 
We remained in fight of this iſtand 
ſome days, and then proceeded for 
America, which we ſoon made, and 
got into a very commodious harbour 


called St. George, in Halifax, Where 


we had fiſh in great plenty, and all 
other freſh proviſions. We were here 


joined by different men of war and 


tranſport ſhips with ſoldiers; : after 
which, our fleet being increaſed to a 
2 * 


ox, hav ing Flt” a. | 


We then ſtecretl for ; 
America; but, by contrary winds, we” 
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prodigious number of, ſtups of all 
kinds, we failed for Cape Breton in 

Nova Scotia. We had the good. ory 
gallant General Wolfe on board our 
ſhip, whoſe affability made him highly 
eſtgemed and beloyed by all the men, 
He often honoured me, as well as other 
boys, with, marks of his notice ; and 


ſaved me once a flogging for fighting 


with a young gentleman. We arrived 

at Cape Breton in the ſummer of 17583 

and here the ſoldiers were to be landed, 
in order to make an attack upon Loui. 
bourgh. My maſter had ſome part in 
ſuperintending the landing; and here 
was in a ſmall meaſure gratified in fee+ 


ing an encounter between gur men and 


the enemy. The French vere poſted 
on the ſhore to receive us, and diſputed 
our landing for a long time: but at laſt 
they were driven from their trenches, and 
a complete landing was effected. Our 

„„ G troops 
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troops purſued them as, far as the rows F 
of Louiſbourgh. In this action many p 
were killed on both ſides. | One thing i 1 
; remarkable 1 ſaw this day —A Hieute- 2 
nant of the Princeſs Amelia, ho,: AS well 4 
48 my maſter ſuperintended #landing, g 
Was giving the word of com nand, and MW |! 
while his mouth was oper. a mufger 1 
ball went through it, and paſſed out at 1 
his check. I had that day in my hand | if 


the ſcalp of an indian king, WhO was 1 
killed in the engagement: the ſcalp 5 
had been taken off by an Highlander 2 
1 faw this King's ornaments too, which 3 
were very curious, and made. of 05 by) 


938 Wt S 7? ones | tai 


{Our land forces laid ſiege to the town 
of of Loaiſbourgh, while the French men 
of war were blocked up in the harbour 
by the fleet, the batteries at the ſame 
time playing upon them from the land. 
This they did with. ſuch effect, that one 

e 
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a a ſothe of the Fips {& on fr . 
f 77 the ſhetts' "from the Batteries" and 


„ and. 


Believe two or three of them were quite 


burnt. ; At another time, about fift fry 


2 
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boats belonging to the Ex | elm men 2 


Var, | commandec y Captain George / 


4 Beifour of the Mita fire ſhip, and Mr. 


Laforey. another) junior captain, attack- 


<d and boarded the only two remaining 
French men 75 war in nthe 1 


M 


1 an. e of being ng near r cap- 


444 10 
tain in Belfour, who was pleaſed | to notice 


me, and liked me ſo much that he 
(ke d my maſter to let him 
bave me, but he \ W „ould not part with 
me; and no conſideration could have 


induced me to leave him. At laft 


Louiſbourgh was taken, and the Eng- 
ſh men of \ war came into the harbour 


(+3 before 
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before it, to my very great joy; er! 
had now more liberty of inckulging my 
ſelf, and I went often on ſhore.. "When 
the ſhips were in the harbour we had 
the moſt beautiful proceſſion” on the 
water] ever ſaw. All the admirals and 
Captains of the men of war, full dreſſed, 
and in their barges, W ell ornament 
with pendants, came alongſide of the 
Namur. The vice-admiral then Went 
on thore | in his barge, followed by the 
other officers in order of. ſeniority, 10 


take poſſeſſion, . ſuppoſe, of he 


town and fort, Some time afiet this 
che French governor; and his lady, and 
other perſons of note, Caine on board 
Hur ſhip. to dine. On this occaſion 
our ſhips were qreſſed with colours 
of all kinds, from the ropgallant-maſt 
head to the deck; and , thus, with the 


firing of guns, formed a moſt een 


and a amagnificent ſpeGacle. | | 
As 


faid,, as the two. fleets were (in. 
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As ſoon A; every W here Was, 
ettled, Admiral Boſcawen ſailed with 
part / of the fleet Jor. England. leavipg 
{ome ſhips / behind with Rear admirals 
Sir Charles Hardy and Durell. It Was 
now winter; and one evening, during 
our pallage | home, about duſk, when, 
we were in the channel, or near ſound- 


ings, and were beginning to look for. 
land, we. deſcried ſeven fail' of large 


men, of War, which ſtood off ſhore. 
Several people | on. board of our 1170 
of each. 1 5 chat they. were Een 
men of y War; and ſome of our people 
even began to name ſome of the > ſhips, — 
By this time both flects began to. min- 1 
gle, and, our admiral ordered! His fag . 


1495 


to be hoiſted. At that inſtant the other 


fleet, which were French, hoiſted their 


enſigns, and ga ye us a broadſide as they : 


'S » 2 m0 Y nnd 


our ſternmoſt ſhips, became alittle pre- 


pared, and each gave the French ſhips a a. 


broadſide as they paſſed by... 1. after- 


wards heard this- was a. French ma- 


dron, commanded by Mon. Cox 7 


{Mitts + 


__ our, condition, and had a mind to fight 


us, they. might have done us great 
miſchief. But we were not long before. 
i we were. prepared for an engagement. 
Immediately many. ings were toſſed. 


" 3." of 


i 1 as ; ſoon, as \ poſſible, and: 
| aan © den. . we had, bent a new 


4 a 4 
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7 1 5 confuſion among ue han 
this: the wind was high, che ſea rough, 
and we had our lower and middle deck 
guys houſed in, ſo hat not a ſingle gun 


on board was ready te be. fired at any, 
of, the French ſhips. However, the 


Royal William and'the Somerſet, being 


deertainly had the Frenchmen kn 07 
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din laid the d one being ſplit.” Be 4 
n BW ing now irn readineſs for fighting. e 1 
5 wore. ſhip, and ſtood after the French | 1 
K feet, who were one or two ſhips in 1 
n number more than we: However we 4 
„ gave them chale, and continued purſu- it 
wr ing them all "night; and at day-light is 
Ss BU ve fag, the of them, all large ſhips of 1 
me line, and an Engliſh Eaſt Indiaman, 1 
prize they had taken. We chaſed! I. 


mem! all day till detween three and four 
— clock in the evening, uhen we came 
La up with, and paſſed within a muſquet | 
ſhot of one ſeventy-four gun ſhip, and 
me Indiaman alſo; who now hoiſted her 
colours, But immediately hauled em 
down” again. On this we made 4 fig 
nal for the other ſhips works poliſh 
of her; and, ſuppoſing the man of war 
would likewiſe ſtrike, we cheered; but 
ſhe did not; though if We had fired 
into her from being ſu near we muſt 
have taken her. To my utter ſurpriſe, 
an G 5 the 
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the” Somerſet, Who 1 was, the next ſhip 
a-ftern of the Namur, made way like. 
wile; and, thinking they/were ſure of 
this French ſhip, they cheered in the 
tame manner, but ſtill continued to 
follow: us. The French Commodore 
Was about 2 gun- ſiot ahead of, all, run- 
4 5 ning from us with all ſpeed; and about 
f | | | four o'clock. he carried his, foretop- 
11 maſt overboard. This cauſed a another 
= loud cheer with us; and ay little after 

the topmaſt came cloſe by us; but; to 
our great ſurpriſe, inſtead of coming 

up with her, we found ſhe Vent as faſt 
as ever, if not faſter. The ſea grew 
now much ſmoother; and the wind 
lulling; the ſeventy- four gun ſhip we 
had paſſed came again by us in the 
very ſame direction, and ſo near, that 
we heard her people talk as ſhe went 
by; yet not a ſhot was fired on either 
fide; and about five or fix o' clock, 
Joſt as it grew dark. ſhe joined her 
commodore. 
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commodore. We chaſed all night; 


p but the next day we were Gut of fight, 

e- f that we ſaw no more of them; 
of and we only had the old Indiaman 
x (called Carnarvon 1 chink) for our 
10 trouble. After this we ſtood in for 


e the chanftel, and ſoon made the land: 
* and, about the cloſe of the yea ot 
: 17589. we got ſafe to St. Helen 

Here the Namur ran ee Wha 


rt alſo another large hip aftern' 648% 

r but, by ſtarting our water, and' Tofffilg | 

Oo many things overboard” to "light 
ber, we got the ſhips off Wiehgut 

ſt any damage. We ſtayed- f ar 4 thart | 
W time at Spithead, and then went! into i 
id Portſmouth harbour tô Left? flom | : | | 
e whence the admiral went to London; | 
ce and my "miſter" ahd T foon' "tllbwed, : [. 
a. wirbt a Prefs⸗ Hang, a8 de warteck ſome | 
W hands to com our | 
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The author i 7s Is plized=Natronoly eſcrpes 
 dravning—Goes on an expedition lo the 
Medi terruncan.—Inci dents he me}. with 
. there—ls witneſs to an engagement be- 


beben ; ſome Egli and French Ripe 


th” particular account of the celebraied 


engagement between A dmiral Boſeariwen 


and Mionſ. Le Clue, of Cape Logas, in. 


Auguli 175 g9—Dreadful explofia of a 
. French > ſhip—The author foils for Eng- 
and —His maſter a appointed tothe com. 


mand of a fire-fhi p—Meets ; a negro boy, 


from ꝛobom he experiences: much Lenovo. 
7 knce—Prepares for an r expedition againſt 
Belle Iſi.— A wemarkable ory. of 4 
- diſaſter which befel his ; ſbi, Arrives at 
Belle. — Operations of the landing 


and 
2 


| ways extremely well; and my attach- 
ment and gratitude to him were very 
great. | From the various ſcenes I had 


[L196]; 

and flege—The author's danger and dif 
tres, with bis manner of extricating 
himfelf —Surrender of Belle-1ſle—Traw- 
ations afterwards on the cogſt of France 
—Remarkable inſtance of kidquapping-— 
The, autor. returns, 75 England. Hears | 
Latalk of Peace, aud expects. his freedm— 
His. hip ſails for Deptford to be paid 
of, and when, be arrives there be r 
ſudden ly ſeized by his maſter and carried 
= on board @ a We 92 India a ſbi 2 and 


er 
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1 was now between two a three 
years ſince I firſt came to England, a 
great part of which I had ſpent at ſea; 
fo that I became inured to that ſervice, 
and began to conſider myſelf as happily 
fituated ; for my maſter treated me al- 


6% beheld. 


— — - — gets 4 
— — — — — ——— — * 
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ſtranger to terror of every kind, and 
was, in that reſpect at leaſt, almoſt an 

Engliſhman. I have often reflected 
With ſurpriſe that I never felt half the 
alarm at any of the numerous dangers 
I have been in, that E. Was filled with 
at the firſt ſight of the Europeans, and 
at every act of theirs, even the moſt 
trifling, when I firſt came among them, 
and for ſome time afterwards, That 
fear, however, which was the effect of 
my ignorance, wore away as I began 
to know them, I could nom ſpeak 
Engliſh tolerably well, and I perfectly 
underſtood every thing that was ſaid. 
L not only felt myſelf quite eaſy; with 
_ theſe New countrymen, but reliſhed 
their ſociety . and. manners. I no 
longer looked upon them as foicits, 
but as men ſuperior to us; and there- 


ore I had the ſtronger deſire to re- 
£51: | | | ſemble 


1 


— 


ment; and: every eff thi that L ob- 
ſerved I treafured UP in ging | nemor 
"L'had, long! Be poi to be ahle 60 ad 
and write; and for this, purpoſe. I tonk 
every opportunity to gain iuſtruQtion, 
but had made as yet very litfle, pro- 
greſs. However, when J Went to 
London with my. maſter; I had Toon 
an opportunity of improving! 1 myſelf, 
which gladly embraced. *Shortl Y' after 


-emblg- (itil; chotjnbia 0 b 
and ithitatg-their quann e pL Cherefore, 
embraced eyer oggHο 9 8 7 1 | 


A 4 


my arrival, he ſent me to wait up pon 
the Miſs Guerins, who had treated mie le 
with much kindnefs when I Was 'there 
before; and they ſent fie to ſeHGel. © 


Wille was attending theſ6Waics, 


| their ſervants told me 1 could not g0 


to Heaven, unleſs I was baptized. 


This made me very uneaſy; for 1 had | 


now en, faint” idea of a future ſtate" 
OY” e 


-— 1 


according gly1 communicated my anxiety 
to the 155 Mis Guerin” with whom 
E was become 5 favourite, , and preſſed 


her to have me 'baptized; when to my 


great joy, ſhe told me I ſhbuld. She had 
formerly aſked my maſter t to let me be 
baptized; but he had refuſed; however 
ſhe how inſiſted on it ; and he being 
under ſome obligation to her brother 
complied with her requeſt; fo T was: 
baptized in St. Margaret's church, . 
Weſtminſter, i in February 17 59, by my | 
preſent. n name. The clergyman : at the 5 


9 


ſame time, gave me a book, called a 


Guide, to the Indians, written by the. 
Biſhop of Sodor and Man.“ On t To . 


occaſion, Miss Guerin did me the ho- 


nau to, ſtand as godmother, and after-. 


wards gave me a treat. I uſed to at- 
tend theſe ladies about the town, in 
which ſervice I was extremely happy ; 
as I had thus many opportunities of 
_ 


8 8 1 . 
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ſeeing, London, Which 1 deſired of * 
2 things. 1 Was ſometimes, however, 
= with, my, maſter. at his rendezyous- 
houſe , which was at the foot of Weſt⸗ : 


6 minſter-bridg e. 4 Here Tuſed to enjoy | 
r myſelf in playing about the bridge 
ſtairs; and often in the watermen' 8 
wherries; with other boys. ; On one, of | 
. theſe oecafigns there was another boy 

| with me in awherry, and we went. out 


into the Wa 5 the Ra Rar - 
1 ; 


my rg into 8 PIE boat, the boys 
ſhoved it. of, fo. that F fell into the 
Thames; and, not able to 
ſwim, 1 ſhould kene beet been- 
erowned, but for the aſſiſtance of ſome 


water men 


> —_— 
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watermen who ee came can 
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my relief. © 
Ihe Nana being agath g ot "my | 
8 


for 76a, my maſter, wirh his ng. Was 
ordered o on board; and, 10 my no fmall 
grief, 1 was obliged to 6'teave ny ſch60l- 
maſter, whom F liked very much; and 
always attended while ! ſtayed in Lon- 
don, 160 epalr on board with my 
maſter.” Noel did: leave my kind Pa- 
troneſſes, the Mils Guerins, Without 
Uneaſineſs and regret. mY They* öften 
uſed to teach me to reacd / And took 
Breat! pains to intra me in the Prin- 
e of religion and the Knowled sage of 

I therefore parted” from. t thoke 
Rig ladies with reluctance: on after 


"receiving? from them many friendly 
cautions how to conduct myſelf, and 
ſome valuable preſents. 3 i Tt 
When ] came to Spithead, I un 
5 we were deltined for the [Mediterra- 
ens | nean, 
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nean; with a large fleet; which was nd 
ready to put to ſea.- We onty Nate | 


for the arrival of the adiivifat« who ſoort' 


came on board; and abet tides ih< 
ning o of the ſpring. 17 59; Having w A 
ed anchor, and got under way, "Tale | 
for the Mediterranean, and in leben 


| days, from the Land J "End; Wwe 855 


to Gibraltar. 5 While we wege Here 
k uſed, to be often on "thore, and got 


| various? fruits 55 Sreat 'plericy, 3 ant 


701 TR! A ** $$ FIR 


0 cheap. 
T had Mares told feverat bedpie! 


iti my excurſions on "hore, the ſtory of 
my being kidnapped with my ſiſter, adhd” 


of our being ſeparated, as Thavertlited 
before; and I had as often erPBeTEd 
ry anxiety for her fate, and: my Yotrow! 
ar having fever met her again! One 
day, when T was on ſhore; and mbh 
doning theſe circumſtances' to fone! 


pris! ofie-of them told? me her lEH¹m̃ 


pf wher e 


1 
where my ſiſter Was, and, If I Nins 
mp him. he would bring me to 
her-. Imptobable as this ſtory was, 1 
believed it mm :diately, and. agreed. to 
go with him, while my heart leaped, for 
joy; and. indged, 'he condued me to 
a. black young woman, Who was ſo 1158 
MN. fiſters that at finſt ſight, 1 really 
thought it was her: but T "was.quickly 
undeceived; and, on, talking 90 her, F 
| fpund her to. be, of another nation... 59 ” 
While we lay here the Preſton came 
in from the Levant, | As, ſoon as; ne 
arrived, my maſter told me _ ſhould: 
now. ſee. my old companion, Dick, 
who. Was bake in her when the tale 6 
for, Turkey. I was much reſoiced at 
this- news, and expected every minute; 
to embrace him; and when the cap- 
tain came on board of our ſhip, which 
he did immediately after, ht ran 10 in. 


my friend ; but, with ine x. 
| preſſible 


” . 
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„ from the 


boat's grew. that the. dear youth. was 

dead] and that they had brought his 
cheſt, And: all his other things, to my, 
waſten; thęſę he afterwards gave to- 
ne, and I regarded them as a memorial; 
of my friend, whom Llaycd,gnd, ae 


| for, as a.brother, Fol) cm LY Loy fees >. - 2.4 3 ee 


While g Were at Gibralter, 10 a a 


| foldjc r hanging. by, the heels, af one « of. N 


the moles* : Hy 8 thought this, a range 


9 


dor by x his) neck. Ar another time E. 


den as P h. N 0 ſeen a man hanged f in. 


"z 


aw the maſter of affigate towedto More 
on, : as gs, by ſeveral of. the men of 


if $1 ie 


war g bo ats, and diſcharged. the fleet, 
which 


FAFL1:3 


1 underſtood was a mark of dif- 
Tr. Cowar ice, . n board the 


TE 19 


ſame ſhip there was alto; 2 2 ſailor hun 


up at the yard-arm. 


After Figs at Gibralter for Tome 
a are dee to deſert. 


r ti 
| _ 


at 
ME om nd} od nc hanoueft a 
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time, we ſailed up the Mediterranean 


4* confiderable Way above the Gulf 
of Eyons; white We were one night 


overtaken with a terrible gale of wind, 
much greater than any Thad ever yet 


experienced. The ſea run fo high that, 


though all the guns were well houſes, h 
there was great reaſon to fear Their 


getting looſe, the ſhip rolled ſo much; 
and if they bad 3 it muſt: have proved 


our deſtrüction. After! we had cruiſed. 
here for a a ſhort, time, we cane to Bar- 


17 v0 


celona, a Spaniſh bea Port, remarkable, 
for its fk manufactures.” Here the 


18 b 


ſhips were all to be watered; a and my 
maſter, who ſpoke different ! Languages, 
and uſed Otten to interpret fe for r the ad- 


3 31801 19095 790 
miral, ſuperintend ded the Vatefng of 
ours. For that bi he and the 
officers of the other lips, who were 


on the ſame ſervice, had tents pitched 


in the bay; and the "Spanifh foldiers 
were ſtationed along the ſhore, I ſup- 


pole 


[ 6] 
pole! to fee that no depicdations Mere 
committed by our men. 2 Ir pov 
I uſtd conſtantiy to attend my maſ- 
ter; and I s charmed with rthis 
place. Al che time we ſtayeckit was 
like a fair wick thematives, who bronghe 
us früits 6fall kinds, and ſold them to 
us much "cheaper than I got them in 
| 3 They uſed" alſo tb bring 

ne down tous in hog” and ſheep 
815 which dived? "1 me very much. 


The Spaniſh officers here treated bur 
officers with g great politeneſs and atten- 
tion; And e of them, in Particular, 
uſed 6 come often to'tny inlafter's tent 

to viſt fit © Where they *woutd Torre 
times divert theitifelves by mounting me | 
on the hotſes or mules, ſo that I could 
not fall, and ſetting them off at full gala 
1op; my imperfect [kill in horſemanihip 
all the while affording therm neo ſmall 


entertsümmenel Aer t the” "PRIN 
A 1911 1”) watered, 


8 — 
: 1 
59 


gates lying in ſu 


1 * } 


ewatored;- we returned to“ bur ol tr 


tion of cruizing off Toulon, for the 


purpoſe of intercepting a fleet of French 
men of war that lay there. One Sun- 


day, in our cruiſe; we came off à place 
here there were two ſmall French fri- 
wore; and our admiral, 
thinking to take or deſtroy them, ſent 
two ſhips in after them the Culloden 
and the Conqueror. They ſoon came 
up to the Frenchmen 3" and I ſaw a 


ſmart fight here, both by ſea and land: 


for the frigates were covered by bat 

teries, and they played upon our thips 
moſt furiouſly, which they as furiouſſy 
returned, and for Aa long time a con- 


ſunk; but the people eſcaped, though 
not without much difficulty: and a 
little after ſome of the people left the 


i * alſo, which was a mere 


wreck. 


EE ee eee Ee ——_ — — 


ſtant firing was kept up on all ſides at 
an amazing rate. At laft one frigate 


W * 
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wreck. - | However, our ſhir ps did not 
venture to bring her away, they were 
ſo much annoyed. from the batteries, 
which-raketl-them both in going antl 
coming: their topmaſts were ſhot a- 
way, and they were otherwiſe ſo much 
ſhattered, that the admiral was obliged 
to ſend in many boats to tow them 
back to the fleet. I afterwards failed 
with a man who fought in one of the 
French batteries during the engage 
ment, and he told me our ſhips had 
done conſiderable miſchief that wy 
on ſhore and in the batteries. 
After this we ſailed for Gibraltar, 
and arrived chere about Auguſt 1759. 
Here we remained with all our ſails un- 
bent, while the fleet was watering and 
doing other neceſſary things. While 
we were in this ſituation, one day the 
admiral, with moſt of the principal of- 
ficers, and many. people of all ſtations, 


L 144 J 
being on ſhore, about ſeven o'clock 


in the evening * we were alarmed by ; 


f ſignals f from the frigates ſtationed for 
that purpoſe ; ; and in an inſtant there 


as a general ery. that the French fleet 
was out, and juſt paſſing through the 


. The admiral. immediately 
came on board With ſome other of- 
ficers; and it is impoſſible to deſcribe 
the noiſe, hurry and confuſion through- 
out the whole fleet, in. bending their 
ſails and flipping their cables; many 
people and ſhips' boats were leſt on 
ſhore in the buſtle. We had two 
captains on board of our ſhip who came 
away in the hurry and left their ſhips 
to follow. Wejſhewed lights from the 
gun- wales to the main top maſt-head; 


and all our lieutenants were employed 
amongſt the fleet to tell the ſnips not 


to wait for ther captains, but to put 


the ſails to the yards, flip: their cables 
3 Te ls and 


Wwe 


: 


i .. $#* 
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and follow s e ee e 


of making ready for fighting, we ſet 
out for ſea in the dark after the French 
fleet. Here I could dun chien 
with Ajax, Unter i 

„Oh Jorer O father! if it be hs watts! 

« That we muſt periſh, we thy will obey, 
But let us, periſh by the light of day,” 
They had got the ſtart of us fo far 
that we were not able to come up with 
them during'the night; but at day-light 
we ſaw ſeven ſail of the line of battle 
ſome miles ahead. We immediately 
chaſed theni till about four o'clock 
in the evening, when our ſhips came 
up with them; and, though we were 
about fifteen large ſhips, our gallant 
admiral only fought them with his own 
diviſion, which conſiſted of ſeyen ; 
ſo that we were juſt ſhip for ſhip. 
We paſſed by the whole of the enemy”s 
fleet in order to come at their com- 

vel Þ 'H: * - mw; 
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mander, Monſ. La Clue, who was in " 
the Ocean, an eighty-four gun ſhip: 
as we paſſed they all fired on us; 
and at one time three of them fired 
together, continuing to do ſo for ſome 
time. Notwithſtanding which our ad- 
miral would-not ſuffer a gun to be fired 
at any of them, to my aſtoniſhment ; 

but made us lie on our bellies on the 
deck till we came quite cloſe to the 
Ocean, who. was ahead of them all; 
when we had orders to pour the whole 
three tiers into her at once. 

The engagemeat now commenced 
with great fury on both ſides: the Ocean 
immediately returned our fire, and we 
continued engaged with each other for 
ſome time ; during which I was fre- 
quently ſtunned with the thundering 
of the great guns, whoſe dreadful con- 
tents hurried many of my companions 
into awful eternity, At laſt the French 
line 


„ 
line x was entirely broken, and We obtain- 
ed the victory, which was immediately 
p. roclaimed with loud huzzas and ac- 
clamations. We took three prizes, La 
Mode ſte, of ſixty-four guns, and Le 
Temeraire and Centaur, of; ſeventy- 


| four guns. each. The reſt of the French 
ſhips took to flight with all the ſail they 
could crowd. Our ſhip! being gvery much 


damaged, and quite. diſabled ſrom pur- 
ſuing the enemy, the admiral imme- 
diately quitted her, and went in the 
broken and only boat we had left on 


board the New ark, with which, and 
ſome: other ſhips, he went after the 
French. The Ocean, and another 
large French ſhip, called the Redoubt- 


able, endeavouring to eſcape, ran 


aſhore. at Cape Logas, on the coaſt of 
Portugal; and the French admiral and 
ſome of the crew got aſhore ;; ; but we, 
| finding i it impoſſible to- get the ſhips 


H 2 off, 


[148 J 
off, ſet fire to them both. Abou 
midnight I ſaw the Ocean blow up, 
with a moſt dreadful exploſion. ] 
never beheld a more awful ſcene. . In 
leſs than a minute, the midnight for a 
certain ſpace ſeemed turned into day by 
the blaze, which was attended with a 
noife louder and more terrible than 
thunder, that ſcemed to rend every 
element around us. 

My ſtation during the engagement 
was on the middle-deck, where I was 
quartered with another boy, to bring 
powder to the aſtermoſt gun; and here 
I was a witneſs of the dreadful fate of 
many of my companions, who, in the 
twinkling of an eye, were daſhed in 
pieces, and launched into eternity. 
Happily I eſcaped unhurt, though the 
ſhot and ſplinters flew thick about me 
during the whole fight. 
latter part of it my maſter was wound- 

2 : — 


Towards the 


[ 149 ] 
ed, and I ſaw him carried down to the 
ſurgeon ; but though I was much 
alarmed for him and wiſhed to aſſiſt 
him 1 dared not leave my poſt. At 
this ſtation my gun-mate (a partner in 
bringing powder for the ſame gun) 
and I ran a very great riſk for more 
than half an hour of blowing up the 
ſhip. For, when we had taken the car- 
tridges out of the boxes, the bottoms 
of many of them proving rotten, the 
powder ran all about the deck,- near 


the match tub: we ſcarcely had water 


enough at the laſt to throw on it. We 
were alſo, from our employment, very 
much expoſed to the enemy's ſhots; 
for we had to go through nearly the 


whole length of the ſhip to bring the 


powder. I expected therefore every 
minute to be my laſt; eſpecially when 
I faw our men fall ſo thick about me; 
but, wiſhing to guard as much againſt 
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che dangers as poſſible, at firſt I'thought 


It would be ſafeſt not to go for the 
powder till the Frenchmen had fired 
their broadſide ; and then, while they 
were charging, I could go and come 


with my powder: but immediately aſter- 


wards I thought this caution was fruit- 


leſs; and, cheering myſelf with the re- 


flection that there was a time allotted 
for me to die as well as to be born, I 


inſtantly caſt off all fear or thought 


whatever of death, and went through 


the whole of my duty with alacrity; 


pleaſing myſelf with the hope, if I ſur- 
vived the battle, of relating it and the 


dangers I had eſcaped to the Miſs 
| Guerins, and others, when I ſhould re- 


turn to London. I 7 
Our ſhip ſuffered very obs in his 

engagement ; for, beſides the number 

of our killed and wounded, ſhe was al- 


moſt torn to PICO and our rigging ſo 


E 8 J 
much ſhattered, that our mizen-maſt, 
main- yard, &c. hung over the ſide 


of the ſhip; ſo that we were obliged 


to get many carpenters, and others 
from ſome of the ſhips of the fleet, to. 
aſſiſt in ſetting us in ſome tolerable or- 
der; and, notwithſtanding which, it took 
us ſome time before we were complete- 
ly refitted ; after which we left Admi- 
ral Broderick to command, and we, 
with the prizes ſteered for England. 
On the paſſage, and as ſoon as my 


maſter was ſomething recovered of his 


wounds, the admiral appointed him 


captain of the tna fire-ſhip, on which 


he and I left the Namur, and went on 
board of her at ſea. I liked this little 
ſhip very much. I now became the 
captain's ſteward, in which fituation' 
1 was very happy: for I was ex- 
tremely well treated by all on board; 
and T had leiſure to improve myſelf in 


1 reading 


5 
Þ 
N 
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eading and writing. The latter I had 
learned a little of before I left the Na- 
mur, as there was @ ſchool on board. 
When we arrived at Spithead, the 
Etna went into Portſmouth harbour 


to refit, which being done, we returned 
to Spichead and joined a large fleet that 
was thought to be intended againſt the 
Havannah; but about that time the 
king died; whether that prevented the 

expedition I know not; but it cauſed 


our ſhip to be ſtationed at Cowes, in 


the iſle of Wight, till the beginning of 


the year ſixty-one. Here I ſpent, my 
time very pleaſantly; I was much on 


ſhore all about this delightful iſland, 


and found the inhabitants very civil. 
While I was here, I met with a 


trifling incident, which ſurpriſed me 


agrecably. I was one day in a field 
belonging to a gentleman who had a 


black boy about my own ſize; this boy 


having 
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having obſerved. me 2 5 5 tay Aae 
houſe, was tranſported at the ſight of 
one of his own countrymen, and ran 
to meet me with the utmoſt Haſte. F. 
not knowing what he was about, turned 
x little out of his way at firſt, but to no. 
purpoſe : he ſoon. came cloſe to me 
and caught hold of me in hi s arms as 
if I had been his brother, though we 
had never ſeen each other beſore. Af 
ter we had talked together for ſome 
time he took me to his maſter's houſe, 
where I was treated very kindly. This 
benevolent boy and I were very happy 
in frequently ſeeing each other till 
about the month of March 1761, when 
our ſhip had orders to ſit out again 
for another expedition. When we got 
ready, we joined a very large fleet at 
Spithead, commanded by Commodore | 
Keppel, which was deſtined, againſt, 
Belle-Ifle, and with a number of tranſ- 
| e 5 port 
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port ſhips with troops on board to make 


A deſcent on the place, we ſailed once 
more in queſt of fame. I longed to 
engage in new adventures and {ee 


freſh wonders. „5 


I had a mind on which” every thing 


uncommon made its full impreſſion, 
and every event which J conſidered 


as marvellous. Every extraordinary 


eſcape, or ſignal deliverance, either of 
myſelf or others, I looked upon to be 


effected by the interpoſition of Proyi- 


dence. We had not been above ten 
days at ſea before an incident of this 
kind happened; which, whatever cre- 


5 dit it may obtain from the reader, 


made no ſmall impreſſion on my mind. 
We had on board a gunner, whoſe 
name was John Mondle ; a man of very 
indifferent morals. This man's cabin 
was between the decks, exactly over 


where Lay, abreaſt of the quarter-deck 
ladder... 


E 


ladder. One night, the 5th of April, 


being terrified with a dream, he awoke 
in ſo great a fright that he could not reſt 
in his bed any longer, nor even remain in 


his cabin; and he went upon deck about 
four o'clock in the morning extremely 


agitated. He immediately told thoſe 


on the deck of the agonies of his mind, 


and the dream which occaſioned it; in 


which he ſaid he had ſeen many things 


very awful, and had been warned by 


St. Peter to repent, who told him time 


was ſhort. This he ſaid had greatly 
alarmed him, and he was determined 
to alter his life. People generally 


mock the fears of others when they 


are themſelves in ſafety; and ſome of 
his ſhipmates who heard him only 


laughed at him. However, he made 


a vow that he never would drink ſtrong 
liquors again; and he immediately got 
a light, and gave away his ſea-ſtores 
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of liquor. After which, his agitation 


ſtill continuing, he began to read the 
Scriptures, hoping to find ſome relief : 
and ſoon afterwards he laid himſelfdown 
again on his bed, and endeavoured to 


compole himſelf to ſleep, but to no 


purpoſe; his mind ſtill continuing in a 
ſtate of agony. By this time it was 
exactly half after ſeven. in the morn. 
ing: I was then under the half-deck at 
the great cabin. door; and all at once 


heard the people in the waiſt cry out, 


moſt fearfully—* The Lord have mer Cy 


upon us! We are all loſt!” The 
* Lord have mercy upon us? Mr. 


Mondle hearing the cries, immediately 


ran out of his cabin; and we were in- 


ſtantly ſtruck by the Lynne, a forty- 
gun ſhip, Captain Clark, which nearly 
ran us down. This ſhip had juſt put 
about, and was by the wind, but had 
not got full headway, or we muſt all 
have 
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have periſhed; for the wind was briſk. 
However, before Mr Mondle had got 


four ſteps from his cabin door, ſhe 
{truck our ſhip with her cutwater right 
in the middle of his bed and cabin, 
and ran it up to the combings of the 
quarter deck hatchway, and above three 
feet below water, and in a minute there 


was not a bit of wood to be ſeen where 


Mr. Mondle's cabin ſtood; and he was 


fo near being killed that ſome of the 


ſplinters tore his face. As Mr. Mon- 
dle muſt inevitably have periſned from 
this accident had he not been alarmed 
in the very extraordinary way I have 
related, 1 could not help regarding this 


as an ay ful interpoſition of Providence 


for his. preſervation. The two ſhips 
tor ſome time ſwinged alongſide of 
each other; for ours being a, fireſhip, 
our grappling: irons caught the Lynne 
every way, and the yards and rigging 

| | Wenz 
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went at an aſtoniſhing rate. Our ſhip 


was in ſuch a ſhocking condition that 


we all thought the would inſtantly go 


down, and every one ran for their lives, 


and got as well as they could on board 


the Lynne; but our lieutenant being 
the aggreſſor, he never quitted the 


ſhip. However, when we found ſhe 
did not fink immediately, the captain 


came on board again, and encouraged 


our people to return and try to ſave 


her. Many on this came back, but 


ſome would not venture. Some of the 
ſhips in the fleet, ſeeing our ſituation; | 


immediately ſent their boats to our aſ- 


ſiſtance; but it took us the whole day 


to- ſave the ſhip with all their help. 
And by ufing every poſſible means, 


particularly frapping her together with 


many hawſers, and putting a great 
quantity of tallow below water where 
ſhe was. damaged, ſhe was kept to- 
5 gether: 


„ © a4 


E ] a 
gether: but it was well we did not 
meet with any gales of wind, or we 
muſt have gone to pieces; for we were. 


in ſuch a crazy condition that we had: 


ſhips to attend us till we arrived at 
Belle-Iſle, the place of our deſtination; 
and then we had all things taken out 
of the ſhip, and ſhe was properly re- 
paired. This eſcape of Mr. Mon- 
dle, which he, as well as myſelf, always. 
conſidered as a ſingular act of Provi- 


dence, I believe had a great influence 


on his life and conduct ever afterwards. 


Now that I am on this ſubject I beg. 


leave to relate another inſtance or two 
which ſtrongly raiſed my belief of the 
particular interpoſition of Heaven, and 
which might not otherways have found 
a place here, from their inſignificance. 
TI belonged for a few days in the year 
1758, to the Jaſon, of fifty-four guns, 
at Plymouth; and one night, when I 
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at her breaft, fell from the upper-deck 
down into the hold, near the keel. 
Every one thought that the mother and 
ehild muſt be both daſhed to pieces; 


headlong from the upper-deck of the 
Etna down the after-hotd, when the 
ballaſt was out; and all who faw me 
fall cried out I was killed : but I re- 


head on the deck without being hurt. 


hand of God, without whoſe permiſ- 
ſion a ſparrow cannot fall. I began to 
raiſe my fear from man to him alone, 
and to call daily on his holy name with 
tear and reverence : and I truſt he 


was on board, a woman, with a child 


but, to our great ſurpriſe, neither of 
them was hurt. I myſelf one day fell 


ceived not the leaſt injury. And in 
the ſame ſhip a man fell from the maſt- 


In thefe, and in many more rnflances, Z 
I thought I could plainly trace the 


beard my ſupplications, and graciouſly 
Sabel ene 
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kc 
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condeſcended to anſwer me according 
to his holy word, and to implant the 
ſeeds of piety in me, even one of the 
meaneſt of his creatures. > 

When we had refitted our ſhip, and 
all things were in readineſs for attacx- 
ing the place, the troops on board the 
tranſports were ordered to diſembark ; 

and my maſter as a junior captain, 
had a ſhare in the command of the 
landing. This was on the 12th. of 
April. The French were drawn up on 
the ſnore, and had made every diſpo- 
fition to oppoſe the landing of our 
men, only a ſmall part of them this day 
being able to effect it; moſt of them, 
after fighting with great bravery, were 
cut off; and General Crawford, with a 
number of others, were taken priſon- 
| ers. In this. day's engagement we had 
alſo our lieutenant killed. | 

On the 21ſt of April we renewed our 

efforts 


* 


efforts to land the men, while all the 
men of war were ſtationed along the 


{hore to cover it, and fired at the 
French batteries and breaſtworks fram 
early in the morning till about four 
o'clock in the evening, when our ſol- 


diers effected a ſafe landing. They 


immediately attacked the French; and, 
after a ſharp encounter, forced them 


from the batteries. Before the enemy 


retreated they blew up ſeveral of them, 
| left they ſhould fall into our hands. 
Our men now proceeded to befiege the 


citadel, and my maſter was ordered on 
ſhore to ſuperintend the landing of all 
the materials neceſſary for carrying on 
the ſiege; in which ſervice I moſtly at- 
tended him. While I was there! went 
about to different parts of the iſland; 


and one day, particularly, my curioſity 
almoſt coſtme my life. I wanted very 
much to ſee the mode of charging the 


mortars 
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mortars and letting off the ſhells, and 
for that purpoſe I went to an Engliſh 


battery that was but a very few yards 
from the walls of thecitadel. There, in- 


deed, I had an opportunity of completely 


gratify ing myſelf in ſeeing the whole 


operation, and that not without run- 
ning a very great riſk, both from the 
Engliſh ſhells that burſt while I was 


there, but likewiſe from thoſe of the 
French. One of the largeſt of their 


ſhells burſted within nine or ten yards 
of me: there was a fingle rock cloſe 


by, about the ſize of a butt; and I got 
inſtant ſhelter under it in time to avoid 


the fury of the ſhell. Where it burſt 


the earth was torn in ſuch a manner 
that two or three butts might eaſily * 


have gone into the hole it made, and 


it threw great quantities of ſtones and 
dirt to a conſiderable diſtance. Three 
Mot were alſo fired at me and another 

„„ | boy 
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boy who was along with me, one of 


them in particular ſeemed | 

Wing d with red lightning and impetuousrage;” 
for with a moſt dreadful ſound it hiſſed 
cloſe by me, and ſtruck a rock at a 
little diſtance, which it ſhattered to 


pieces. When I ſaw what perilous 


circumſtances I was in, I attempted 
to return the neareſt way I could find, 
and thereby L got between the Engliſh 
and the French centinels. An Engliſh 


ſerjeant, who commanded the outpoſts, 


ſeeing me, and ſurpriſed how I came 
there, (which was by ſtealth along the 
ſeaſhore), reprimanded me very ſeverely 
for it, and inſtantly took the centinel 
off his poſt into cuſtody, for his ne- 
gligence in ſuffering me to paſs the 
lines. While I was in this ſituation 
J obſerved at a little diſtance a French 
horſe, belonging to ſome iſlanders, 


which I thought I would now mount, 


for 
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for the greater expedition of getting off. 


Accordingly I took ſome cord which I 
had about me, and making a kind of 
bridle of it, I put it round the horſe's 
head, and the tame beaſt very quietly 
ſuffered me to tie him thus and mount 
him. As ſoon as I was on the horſe's 


back I began to kick and beat him, and 


try every means to make him go quick, 
but all to very little purpoſe: I could not 
drive him out of a flow pace. While 
I was creeping along, ſtill within reach 
of the enemy's ſhot, I met with a ſer- 


vant well mounted on an Engliſh horſe, | 


I immediately ſtopped ; and, crying, 
told him my caſe ; and begged of him 


to help me, and this he effectually did; 


for, having a fine large whip, he be- 
gan to laſh my horſe with it ſo ſe- 


verely, that he ſet off full ſpeed with 
me towards the ſea, while I was quite 


unable to hold or manage him. In 
this 


a 


3 
this manner I went along till 1 came 
to a craggy precipice. I now could 
not ſtop my horſe; and my mind was 
filled with apprehenſions of my deplor- 


able fate ſhould he go down the Dre- 


cipice, which he appeared fully dif. 
poſed to do: I therefore thought I had 
better throw myſelf off him at once, 


which I did immediately with a great 


deal of dexterity, and fortunately eſcap- 
ed unhurt. As ſoon as I found my- 


ſelf at liberty I made the beſt of my 
way, for the ſhip, determined I would 


not be ſo fool-hardy again in a hurry. 


We continued to beſiege the citadel 
till June, when it ſurrendered. During 


the ſiege I have counted above ſixty 
ſhells and carcaſes in the air at once. 
When this place was taken I went 
through the citadel, and in the bomb- 
proofs under it, which were cut in'the 


folid rock; and I thought it a ſurpriſing 
place, 


b 167 } 
place, both ior ſtrength and building: 
notwithſtanding which our ſhots and 


| thells had made amazing devaſtation, 


and ruinous heaps all around it. 
After the taking of this ifland,' our 
mips with ſome others commanded 
by commodore Stanhope in the Swift- 
ſure, went to Baſſe-road, where we 
blocked up a French fleet. Our ſhips - 
were there from June till February fol- 
lowing; and in that time ſaw a great 
many ſcenes of war, and ſtratagems on 


both ſides to deſtroy each others fleet. 


Sometimes we would attack the French 
with ſome ſhips of the line; at other 
times with boats; and frequently we 

made prizes. Once or twice the 
French attacked us by throwing ſhells 
with their bomb-veſſels; and one day 
as a French veſſel was throwing ſhells 
at our ſhips ſhe broke from her ſprings, 


behind the iſle of 1 de Re: the tide be- 


3 ing 
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ing complicated, ſhe came within a gun 
ſhot of the Naſſau; butthe Naſſau could 
not bring a gun to bear upon her, 
and thereby the Frenchman got off. 
Me were twice attacked by their fire- 
floats, which they chained together, 
and then let them float down with the 


tide ; but each time we ſent boats with 


graplings, and towed them ſafe out of 
the fleet. „ 

We had different commanders while 
ve were at this place, Commodores 
Stanhope, Dennis, Lord Howe, &c. 
From hence, before the Spaniſh war 
began, our ſhip and the Waſp ſloop 
were ſent to St. Sebaſtian in Spain, by 
Commodore Stanhope ; and Commo- 
dore Dennis afterwards ſent our ſhipas 


a cartel to Bayonne in France*, after 
which 


* Among others whom we brought from Bayonne, 
were two gentlemen, who had been in the Weſt 
| Indics, 
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which we went in February in 1762, 
to Belle-Iſle, and there ſtayed till the 


| ſummer, when we left it, and returned 


to Portſmouth. 
After our ſhip was fitted out ain 


for ſervice, in September ſhe went to 


Guernſey, where I was very glad to ſee 


Indies, where they ſold ſaves; and they confeſ- 


| ſed they had made at one time a falſe bill of fale, 


and ſold two Portugueſe white men among a lot 


of ſavcs. 


+ Come people have it, that ſometimes ſhortly . 
before perſons die, their ward has been ſeen; that- 


is, ſome ſpirit exactly in their likeneſs, though 


they are themſelves at other places at the ſame 


| time, One day while we were at Bayonne, Mr, 


Mondle ſaw one of our men, as he thought, in the 


| gun-room; and a little after, coming on the quar- 
| ter-deck, he ſpoke of ſome circumſtances of this 


man to ſome of the officers. They told him that 
the man was then out of the ſhip, in one of the 
boats with the Lieutenant: but Mr. Mondle 


would not believe it, and we ſearched the ſhip, 


when he found the man was actually out of her; 


and when the boat returned ſome time e 
wards, we found the man had been drowned at - 


the very time Mr, Mondle thought he ſaw him. 


Vol. I, I my 


Wi E : 
my old hoſteſs, who was now a widow, 
and my former little charming com- 
panion, her daughter. I ſpent ſome 


time here very happily with them, till 
October, when we had orders to re- 


pair to Portſmouth. We parted from 
each other with a great deal of affec- 


tion; and I promiſed to return ſoon, 


and ſee them again; not knowing what 
all-powerful fate had determined for 
me. Our ſhip having arrived at Portſ- 
mouth, we went into the harbour, and 


remained there till the latter end of 


November, when we heard great talk 
about a peace; and, to our very great 


joy, in the beginning of December 


we had orders to go up to London 
with our ſhip to be paid off. We re- 
ceived this news with loud huzzas, 


and every other demonſtration of glad- 


neſs; and nothing but mirth was to 


be ſeen throughout every part of the 
ſhip. 
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ſhip. I too was not without my 
ſhare of the general joy on this occa- 
ſion. I thought now of nothing but 
being freed, and working for myſelf, 


and thereby getting money to enable 
me to get a good education; for J al- 
ways had a great deſire to be able at 


leaſt to read and write; and while I 
was on ſhip- board I had endeavoured 
to improve myſelf in both. While I 


| was in the Etna particularly, the cap- 
| tain's clerk taught me to write, and 
| gave me a ſmattering of arithmetic 


as far as the rule of three. There was 


| alſo one Daniel Queen, about forty 
years of age, a man very well educat- 


ed, who meſſed with me on board this 
ſhip, and he likewiſe dreſſed and at- 
tended the captain. Fortunately this 
man ſoon became very much attached 


to me, and took very great pains to in- 


ſtruct me in many things. He taught 
3 . me 
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me to ſhave and dreſs hair a little, and 
. alſo to read in the Bible, explaining 
1 many paſſages to me, which I did not 
if comprehend. I was wonderfully ſur- 
priſed to ſee the laws and rules of my 
own country written almoſt exactly here; 
a circumſtance which I believe tended 
to impreſs our manners and cuſtoms 
more deeply on my memory. I uſed 
to tell him of this reſemblance ; and 
many a time we have fat up the whole 


night together at this employment. 
In ſhort, he was like a father to me; 
and ſome even uſed to call me aſter 
his name; they alſo ſtyled me the 
black Chriſtian. Indeed I almoſt lo- 
ed him with the affection of a ſon. 
Many things I have denied myſelf 
that he might have them; and when l 
uſed to play at marbles or any other 
game, and won a few halfpence, or 
got any little money, which I ſome- 
times 


+ mx 2 b 
times did, for ſhaving any one, I uſed 
to buy him a little ſugar or tobacco, 
as far as my ſtock of money would go. 
He uſed to ſay, that he and I never 
ſhould part; and that when our ſhip 


was paid off, as I was as free as him- 


felf or any other man on board, he 


would inſtruct me in his buſineſs, by 


which I might gain a good livelihood. 


This gave me new life and ſpirits; and 


my heart burned within me, while I 


thought the time long till I obtained 


my freedom. For though my maſter 


had not promiſed it to me, yet, beſides 


the aſſurances I had received that he 
had no right to detain me, he always 
treated me with the greateſt kindneſs, 
and repoſed in me an unbounded con- 
fidence ; he even paid attention to my 
morals; and would never ſuffer me to 
deceive him, or tell lies, of which he 
uſed to tell me the conſequences; and 
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Wh 
that if I did fo God would not love 
me; ſo that from all this tenderneſs, 
1 had never once ſuppoſed, in all my 
dreams of freedom, that he would 
think of detaining me any longer than 
| withed. 

In purſuance of our orders we ſailed 
from Portimouth for the Thames, and 
arrived at Deptford the 1ioth of De- 
cember, where we caſt anchor juſt as it 
was high water. The ſhip was up 
about half an hour, when my maſter 
ordered the barge to be manned; and 


all in an inſtant, without having before 


given me the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect any 
thing of the matter, he forced me into 


the barge; ſaying, I was going to leave 


him, but he would take care I ſhould 
not. I was ſo ſtruck with the unex- 
pectedneſs of this procceding, that for 
ſome time I did not make a reply, 


only I made an offer to go for my 
books 


6ßk7I Tay 


N ih 
books and cheſt of clothes, but he 
ſwore I ſhould not move out of his 


light; and if I did he would cut my 


throat, at the ſame time taking his 


hanger. I began, however, to collect 


myſelf; and, plucking up courage, 
J told him 1 was free, and he could 
not by law ſerve me ſo. But this only 


enraged him the more; and he con- 
tinued to ſwear, and ſaid he would 
ſoon let me know whether he would or 


not, and at that inſtant ſprung him- 


ſelf into the barge from the ſhip, to 
the aſtoniſhment and ſorrow of all on 


board. The tide, rather unluckily for 
me, had juſt turned downward, ſo that 
we quickly fell down the river along 
with it, till we came among ſome out- 


ward-bound Weſt Indiamen ; for he 


was reſolved to put me on board the 


firſt veſſel he could get to receive me. 
The boat's crew, who pulled againſt. 
| „ their 
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their will, became quite faint different 


times, and would have gone aſhore 


but he would not let them. Some of 


them ſtrove then to cheer me, and told 
me he could not ſell me, and that they 
would ſtand by me, which revived me 


a little; and I ftill entertained hopes; 


for as they pulled along he aſked ſome 
veſſels to receive me, but they would 
not. But, juſt as we had got a little 
below Graveſend, we came alongſide 
of a ſhip which was going away the 
next tide for the Weſt Indies; her 
name was the Charming Sally, Captain 
James Doran; and my maſter went 


on board and agreed with him for me; 
and in a little time I was ſent for into 


the cabin. When I came there Cap- 
_ tain Doran aſked me if I knew him: 
I anſwered that I did not; © Then, 
ſaid he, you are now my flave.* 1 


told him my maſter could not ſell me 


10 


LI. ; 
to him, nor to any one elſe. Why,” faid _ 
he, © did not your maſter buy you?“ I 
confeſſed he did. But I have ſerved 
« him,” ſaid I, © many years, and he has 
taken all my wages and prize-money, 
for I only got one ſixpence during the 
© war; beſides this I have been bap- 
© tized ; and by the laws of the land 
© no man has a right to ſell me: And 
added, that I had heard a lawyer and 

| others at different times tell my maſter 
ſo. They both then ſaid that thoſe 
people who told me ſo were not my 
friends; but I replied— It was very 
extraordinary that other people did 
not know the law as well as they.” 
Upon this Captain Doran ſaid I talk- 
ed too much Engliſh; and if 1 did 
not behave myſelf well, and be quict, 
he had a method on board to make 
me. I was too well convinced of his 
power over me to doubt what he ſaid ; 


. and 
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and my former ſufferings in the ſlave. 
ſhip preſenting themſelves to my mind, 


the recollection of them made me 
ſhudder. However, before J retired 


J told them that as I could not get 


any right among men here I hoped 1 


ſhould hereafter in Heaven ; and I im- 
mediately left the cabin, filled with re- 


ſentment and ſorrow. The only coat! 


had with me my maſter took away with 


him, and ſaid, If your prize- money 


had been 10,000l. I had a right to 
© it all, and would have taken it.“ I had 


about nine guineas, which, during my 


long ſea-faring life, I had ſcraped to- 


gether from trifling perquiſites and 


lictle ventures ; and I hid it that inſtant, 


left my maſter ſhould take that from 


me likewiſe, ſtill hoping that by ſome 


means or other I ſhould make my 


eſcape to the ſhore; and indeed ſome - 


of my old ſnipmates told me not to 
deſpair, 
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deſpair, for they would get me back 
again; and that, as ſoon as they could 
get their pay, they would imme- 
diately come to Portſmouth to me, 
where this ſhip was going: but, alas! 
all my hopes were baffled, and the 
hour of mydeliverance was as yet far off. 
My maſter, having ſoon concluded his 
bargain with the captain, came out of 
the cabin, and he and his people got 
into the boat and put off; I followed 
them with aching eyes as long as 1 
could, and when they were out of 
ſight I threw myſelf on the deck, 
with a heart ready to burſt with fer-- 
row and anguiſh. 
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The aul hor's reflettions on his ſituation—1s 
deceived by a promiſe of being delivered 
His deſpair at failing for the Weſt 
Indies Arrives at Montſerrat, where 
he is fold to Mr. King Various in- 


tereſting inflances of oppreſſion, cruelty, 


and extortion, which the authoy Jaw 


pracliſed upon the ſtaves in the Wet In- 


dies during his captivity from the year 
1763 79. 1;66—Adareſs on il lo the 


Planters. 
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Tuns, at the moment I expected all 
my toils to end, was I plunged, as 1 
ſuppoſed, in a new ſlavery ; in compa- 
riſon of which all my ſervice hitherto- 
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had been perfect freedom; and whoſe: 
horrors, always preſent to. my mind,, 
now ruſhed on it with tenfold aggra- 
vation. I wept very bitterly for ſome: 
time: and began to. think that I muſt 
have done ſomething to diſpleaſe the 
Lord, that he thus puniſhed me ſo ſe- 
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t verely. This. filled me with painful 
| reflections on my paſt conduct; I re- 


collected that on the morning of our 

| arrival at Deptford I had raſhly ſworn 

| that as ſoon as we reached London I 

would ſpend the day in rambling and 

| ſport. My conſcience ſmote me for 

| this unguarded expreſſion: I. felt that 

che Lord was able to diſappoint me in 
all things, and immediately conſider- 

ed my preſent ſituation as a judgment 

of Heaven on account of my preſump- 

tion in ſwearing : I therefore, with con- 


: trition of heart, acknowledged my 
5 | 
tranſgreſſion to God, and poured out 
55 ny; 
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my ſoul before him with unfeigned re- 
pentance, and with earneſt ſupplica- 
tions I beſought him not to abandon 
me in my diſtreſs, nor caſt me from 


his mercy for ever. In a little time 
my grief, ſpent with its own violence, 
began to ſubſide; and after the firſt 
confuſion of my thoughts was over I 
reflected with more calmneſs on my 
preſent condition: I conſidered that 
trials and diſappointments are ſome- 
times for our good, and I thought God 


might perhaps have permitted this in 


order to teach me wiſdom and refigna- 
tion ; for he had hitherto ſhadowed me 
with the wings of his mercy, and by 
his inviſible but powerful hand brought 
me the way 1 knew not. "Theſe re- 
fections gave me a little comfort, and 
I roſe at laſt from the deck with de- 
jection aud ſorrow in my countenance, 
yet mixed with ſome faint hope that 


the 
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the Lord world Ow for my den- 
verance. 

Soon afterwards, as my new maſter 
was going on ſhore, he called me to him, 
and told me to behave myſelf well, and 
do the buſineſs of the ſhip the fame as 


any of the reſt. of the boys, and that 1 


ſhould fare the better for it; but I 


made him no anſwer. I was chen aſked 


If I could ſwim, and I ſaid, No, How- 
ever I was made to go under the 
deck, and was well watched. The 
next tide the ſhip got under way, 


and ſoon after arrived at the Mother 


Bank, Portſmouth ; where ſhe waited a 
few days for ſome of the Weſt India 
convoy. While I was here I tried 
every means I could deviſe amongſt 


the people of the ſhip to get me a boat 


from the ſhore, as there was none ſuf. 
fered to come alongſide of the ſhip; 
and their own, whenever it was uſed, 
2 was 


= 


was hoiſted in again immediately. A 


failor on board took a guinea from me 
on pretence of getting me a boat; and 


promiſed me, time after time, that it 


was hourly to come off. When he 


had the watch upon deck I watched 


alſo; and looked long enough, bur all 


in vain; I could never ſee either the 


boat or my guinea again. And what 
I thought was ſtill the worſt of all, the 
fellow gave informatiun, as I after- 
wards found, all the while to the 
mates, of my. intention to go off, if I 


could in any way do it; but, rogue 


like, he never told them he had got a 
guinea from me to procure my eſcape. 
However, after we had failed, and his 
trick was made Known to the ſhip's 


crew, I had ſome fatisfaction in ſeeing 


him deteſted and deſpiſed by them all 
for his behaviour to me. I was till 
in hopes that: my old ſhipmates would 


not. 


e 
not forget their promiſe to come for 
me to Portſmouth: and, indeed, at 
laſt, but not till the day before we 
{ailed, ſome of them did come there, 
and ſent me off ſome oranges, and 
other tokens of their regard. They 
alſo ſent me word they would come 


off to me themſelves the next day or 


the day after; and a lady alſo, who 
lived in Goſport; wrote to me that ſhe 
would come and take me out of the 
{hip at the ſame time. This lady had 
been once very intimate with my former 
maſter: I uſed to ſell and take care of a 
great deal of property for her, in dif- 
ferent ſhips; and in return ſhe always 
ſhewed great friendſhip for me, and 
uſed to tell my maſter that ſhe would 
take me away to live with her: but, un- 
fortunately for me, a diſagreement ſoon 
afterwards took place between them; 
and ſhe was ſucceeded in my maſter's: 


good 


eee . ˙—e⅛ö? . 
— - — — — 


[ 108 1] 
good graces by another lady, who ap- 
peared ſole miſtreſs of the Etna, and 
moſtly lodged on board. I was not 
fo great a favourite with this Iady as 
with the former; ſhe: had conceived a 
_ pique againſt me on ſome occaſion 
when ſhe was on board, and ſhe did 


me in the manner he did “. 
However, the next morning, the 
zoth of December, the wind being 
britk and eaſterly, the Eolus frigate, 
which was to eſcort the convoy, made 


Thus was I ſacrificed to the envy and efent- 
ment of this. woman for knowing that the lady 
whom ſhe had fucceeded in my maſter's good 


had Ionce got on ſhore, ſhe would not have been 
able to prevent. She felt her pride alarmed at the 


5 ſervant: it was not leſs to prevent this than to be 
1 tevenged on me, that ſhe cauſed the captain to 
tteat me thus cruelly. 


1 ; - 

1 
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not fail to inſtigate my maſter to treat 


A 97 for ſailing. All the ſhips 


graces deſigned to take me ĩnto her ſervice; which, 


ſuperiority of her rival in being attended by a black 


E 
then got up their anchors; and, be- 
fore any of my friends had an oppor- 
tunity to come off to my relief, to 
my inexpreſſible anguiſh our ſhip had 
got under way. What tumultuous 
emotions agitated my ſoul when the 
convoy got under fail, and I a priſoner 
on board, now without hope! I kept 
my ſwimming eyes upon the land in 
a ſtate of unutterable grief; not know- 
ing what to do, and deſpairing how 
to help myſelf. While my mind was 
in this ſituation the fleet ſailed on, and 
in one day's time J loſt fight of the 
wiſhed-for land. In the firſt expref- 
ſions of my grief I reproached my fate, 
and wiſhed I had never been born. 
I was ready to curſe the tide that bore 
us, the gale that wafted my priſon, 
and even the ſhip that conducted us; 
and I called on death to relieve me 
from the horrors I felt and dreaded, 


that 
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that I might be in that place 


WWhere ſlaves are free, and men oppreſs no more. 
Fool that Iwas, inur'd ſo long to pain, 

To truſt to hope, or dream of joy again. 

% „ 4 4 6 ++ * 
Now d ragg d once more beyond the weſtern mai a, 


To groan beneath ſome daſtard planter's chain; 


Where my poor countrymen in bondage wait 
* The long enfranchiſement of a ling'ring fate: 
Hard ling'ring fate! while, ere the dawn of day, 
* Rous'd by the laſh they go their cheerleſs way; 
« And as their ſoul with ſhameand anguiſh * 
« Salute with groans unwelcome morn's return, 
& And, chiding ev'ry hour the ſlow - pac d fun, 

« Purſue their toils till all his race is run. 

« No eye to mark their ſuf rings with a tear; 
No friend to comfort, and no hope to cheer : 
“ Then, like the dull unpity'd brutes, repair 


& To ftalls as wretched, and as courſe a fare; 


* Thank heaven one day of mis'ry was o'er, 


« Then fink to ROOD FOR wiſh to wake no-moref., 


T1 *The Dying Negro,” a poem et pub] iſhed in 
1773. Perhaps it may not be deemed im pertinent here to 
add, that this eleg:nt and pathetic little poem was occa - 
fioned, as appears by the advertiſement prefixed to it, by 
the following incident.“ A black, who, a few days before 
had ran away from his maſter, and got himſelf chriſtened, 
with intent to marry a v hie woman his fellow-fervant, be- 
ing taken and ſent on board a ſhip in the Thames, took an 
opportunity of ſhooting himſelf through the head,” 


The 
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"The turbulence of my emotions how- 
ever naturally gave way to calmer 
thoughts, and I ſoon perceived what 
fate had decreed no mortal on earth 
could prevent. Ihe convoy failed on 
without any accident, with a pleaſant 
gale and ſmooth ſea, for fix weeks, till 
February, when one morning the /Eolus 
ran down a brig, one of the convoy, 
and ſhe inſtantly went down and was 
ingulfed in the dark receſſes of the | 
ocean. The convoy was immediately 
chrovn into great confuſion till it was 
day-light; and the /Eolus was illu- 
mined with lights to prevent any far- 
ther miſchief. On the 13th of Febru- 
ary 1763, from the maſt head, we deſ- 
cried our deſtined iſland Montſerrat : 
and ſoon after I beheld thoſe 


cc Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can rarely dwell. Hope never comes 
That comes to all, but torture wirhout end 


« Still urges.” 
At 
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At the ſight of this land of bondage, a 
ſreſh horror ran through all my frame, 
and chilled me to the heart. My for- 
mer ſlavery now roſe in dreadful re- 
view to my mind, and diſplayed no- 
thing but miſery, ſtripes, and chains; 
and, in the firſt paroxyſm of my grief, 
I called upon God's thunder, and his 
avenging power, to direct the ſtroke of 
death to me, rather than permit me to 
become a ſlave, and be fold from lord 
to lord. 

In this ſtate of my mind our ſhip 
came to an anchor, and ſoon after diſ- 
charged her cargo. I now knew what 
it was to werk hard ; I was made to 
help to unload and load the ſhip. 
And, to comfort me in my diſtreſs in 
that time, two of the ſailors robbed 
me of all my money, and ran away 
from the ſhip. I had been ſo long 
uſed to an European climate, that at 
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rſt I felt the ſcorching Weſt India 


ſun very painful, while the daſhing 


ſurf would toſs the boat and the peo- 
ple in it frequently above high water 


mark. Sometimes our limbs were 


broken with this, or even attended 


with inſtant death, and I was day by 5 


day mangled and torn. 
About the middle of May, when the 


ſhip was got ready to ſail for England, 


I all the time believing that Fate's 


blackeſt clouds were gathering over 


my head, and expecting their burſting 


would mix me with the dead, Cap- 
tain Doran ſent for me aſhore one 


morning, and I was told by the meſ- 
ſenger that my fate was then deter- 
mined. With trembling ſteps and 
fluttering heart I came to the captain, 


and found with him one Mr. Robert : 


King, a quaker, and the firſt merchant 
in the place, The captain then told 
| me 
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me my former maſter had ſent me 
there to be ſold; but that he had de- 
ſired him to get me the beſt maſter he 
could, as he told him I vas a very de- 
ſerving boy, which Captain Doran ſaid 
he found to be true; and if he were 
to ſtay in the Weſt Indies he would 
be glad to keep me himſelf; but he 
could not venture to take me to Lon- 
don, for he was very ſure that when I 
came there I would leave him. I at 
that inſtant burſt out a crying, and 
begged much of him to take me to 


England with him, but all to no pur- 
poſe. He told me he had got me the 


very beſt maſter in the whole iſland, 
with whom I ſhould be as happy as if 
I were in England, and for that reaſon 


he choſe to let him have me, though 
he could ſell me to his own brother- 


in-law for a great deal more money 
than what he got from this gentleman. 
. Mr. 


FE W 1 Se 
Mr. King, my new maſter, then-made 
x reply, and ſaid the reaſon he had 
bought me was on aecount'of my good 
character; and, as he had not the leaſt 
doubt of my good behaviour, I ſhould 
be very well off with him. He alſo 
told me he did not live in the Weſt. 
Indies, but at Philadelphia, where he 
was going ſoon; and, as I underſtood 
ſomething of the rules of arithmetic, 
when we got there he would put me to 
ſchool, and fit me for a clerk. This 
converſation-relieved my mind a little, 
and I left thoſe gentlemen conſiderably 
more at eaſe in myſelf than when I 
came'to them; and I was very thank- 
ful to Captain Doran, and even to my | 
old maſter, for the character they had 
given me; a character which I after- 
wards found of infinite ſervice to me. 
| went on board again, and took leave 
of all my ſhipmates ; and the next day 
Yor. 4. K the 
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the ſhp ſailed. When, ſhe. weighed 
anchor 1 went to the waterſide and 


looked at her with a very wiſhful and 


aching - heart, and followed her with 


my eyes until ſhe was totally out of 


J was ſo bowed down with 


ſight. 


grief that I could not hold up my head 


for many months; and if my new 


maſter had not been kind to me I be- 


lieve I ſhould have died under it at laſt, 
And indeed I ſoon found that he fully 
deſerved the good character which Cap- 
tain Doran had given me of him ; for 


he poſſeſſed a moſt amiable diſpoſi- 
tion and temper, and was very chari- 
table and humane. If any of his ſlaves 


behaved amiſs he did not beat or uſe 
them ill, but parted with them. 


any other man on the iſland, ſo he 
was better and more faithfully ſerved 
by 


| This 
made them afraid of diſobliging him; 
and as he treated his ſlaves better than 


by 1 
me! 
poſt 
mor 
ever 
Kin; 
and 
meal 
Ito 
man 
hair 
wine: 
boar 
that 
arith! 
the P 
me i! 
and, 
he ſai, 
me to 
Mr 
merch 
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by them in return. By this kind treat- 
ment I did at laſt endeavour' to com- 
poſe myſelf; and with fortitude, though 
moneyleſs, determined to face what- 


ver fate had decreed for me. Mr. 


King ſoon aſked me what I could do; 
and at the fame time ſaid he did not 
mean to treat me as a common flave. 


1 told him I knew ſomething of ſea- 


manſhip, and could ſhave. and dreſs 
hair pretty well; and I could refine... 
wines, which I had learned on ſhip- 
board, where had often done it; and 
that I could write, and underſtood 
arithmetic tolerably well as far as 
the Rule of Three. He then aſked 


me if I knew any thing of gauging; 


and, on my anfwering that I did not, 
he ſaid one of his clerks ſhould To 


me to guage. 
Mr. King dealt in all manner of 


merchandize, and kept from one to 
* ſix 


1 296 J 
ſix clerks. He loaded many. veſſels in «if 
a year; particularly to Philadelphia, 
where he was born, and was connected 19 gel 
with a great mercantile houſe in that 90 
city. He had beſides, many veſſels Io 
and droggers, of different 11zes, which 101 
uſed to go about the iſland? and others W 
to collect rum, ſugar, and other goods. the 
J underſtood pulling and managing ſel 
i thoſe boats very well; and this hard pla 
work, which was the firſt that he ſet pie 
me to, in the ſugar ſeaſons uſed to be all, 
my conſtant employment. I have du 
rowed the boat, and flaved at the MW for 
oars, from one hour to ſixteen in the vet 
twenty-four; during which I had fit- the 
teen pence ſterling per day to live on, 
though ſometimes only ten pence. 
However this was conſiderably more 
'p than was allowed to other ſlaves that 
1.1 uſed to work often with me, and be- 
4 | | | longed to other gentlemen on the 
— mn Ep | ifland: 
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illand: thoſe poor ſouls had never 
more than nine-pence per day, and 
ſeldom more than ſix-pence, from 
their maſters or owners, though they 
earned them three or four piſterines “: 
ſor it is a common practice in the 
Weſt Indies for men to purchaſe ſlaves 
though they have not plantations them- 
ſelves, in order to let them out to 
planters and merchants at ſo much a 
piece by the day, and they give What 
allowance they chuſe out of this pro- 
duce. of their daily work to their ſlaves 
for ſubſiſtence; this allowance is often 
very ſcanty. My maſter often gave 
the owners of theſe ſlaves. two and a 
half of theſe pieces per day, and found 
the poor fellows in victuals himſelf, be- 
cauſe he thought their owners did not 
feed them well enough according to the 


1 Theſe piſterines are of the value of a ſhilling. 
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| il work they did. The flaves uſed to like br. 
if this Very well; and, as they knew my = Iþ 
# | maſter to be a man of feeling, they ut 
| 1 were always glad to work for him wa 
1 in preference to any other gentleman; ten 
Wl ſome of whom after they had been to 
i paid for theſe poor people's labours, l 
| | would not give them their allowance Th 
g 1 out of it. Many times have 1 even a 
"wy ſcen theſe unfortunate wretches beaten mu 
1 for aſking for their pay; and often tha 
1 ſeverely flogged by their owners if bir 
9 they did not bring them their daily Sor 
1 or weekly money exactly to the time; et 
1 though the poor creatures were obliged bri 
| th | to wait on the. gentlemen” they had the 
Wh worked for ſometimes for more than |M 
Will half the day before they could get for 
| their pay ; and this generally on Sun- ow 
# j | days, when they wanted the time for FR 
4 | themſelves. | In particular, I knew a 0 
| # | countryman of 1 mine who once did not but 
| \þ 55 bring 35 
1 
if 
1 
ll 


„ 
bring the weekly money directly that 
it was earned; and though he brought 

it the ſame day to his maſter, yet he 
was ſtaked to the ground for his pre- 
tended negligence, and was juſt going 
to receive a hundred laſhes, but for 
a gentleman who begged him off fifty. 
This poor man was very induſtrious ; 
and, by his frugality, had ſaved ſo 
much money by working on ſhipboard, 
that he had got a white man to buy 
him a- boat, unknown. to his maſter. 
Some time after he had- this little 
eſtate, the governor wanted a boat to 
bring his ſugar from different parts of 
the ifland; and, knowing this to be a 
negro- man s boat, he ſcized. upon it 
for himſelf, and would not pay the 
owner a farthing. The man on this 
went to his maſter, and complained 
to him of this act of the governor ; 
by abs only ſatisfaction he received 
24 Was 


/ 


WIT . 


26 Þ} | 
was to be damned very heartily by 
his maſter, who aſked” him how dared 
any of his negroes to have a boat. 
If the juſtly-merited ruin of the go- 
vernor's fortune could be any grati- 


ſication to the poor man he had thus 


robbed, he was net without conſola- 


tion. Extortion and rapine are poor 
providers; and ſome time after this. 


the gavernor:died in the King's Bench 
in England, as I was told, in great 


poverty. The laſt Mar favoured this 


poor negro- man, and he found ſoine 
means to eſcape from his Chriſtian 


maſter: he came to England; where 
I ſaw. him aſterwards ſeveral times. 
Such treatment as this often drives 
theſe miſerable wretehes to deſpair, and 
they run away from their maſters at the 


hazard of their lipes. Many of them, 


in this place, unable to get their pay 


when they have earned it, and fear- 


ing 


1 201 I: 
ing t to be flogged,” as uſual, if they 
return home without it, run away 
where they can for ſhelter, and a re- 
ward i is often offered to bring them in 
dead or alive. My maſter uſed ſome- 
times, in theſe caſes, to agree with their 
owners, and to ſettle with them him 
ſelf; and thereby he ſaved Ane ef 
them a flogging. | 
Once, for a few days, 1 Was U 
out to fit a veſſel, and I had no victuals- 
allowed me by either party; at laſt 1 
told my maſter of this treatment, and 
he took me away from it. In many 
of the eſtates, on the different aſlands 
where I uſed to be ſent for rum or 
ſugar, they would not deliver it to me, 
or any other negro; he was therefore 
obliged to ſend a white man along 
with me:to thoſe places; and then he 
uſed to pay him from ſix to ten piſ- 
terines a day. From being thus ein- 
K 5 plored,. 
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ployed, during the time I ſerved Mr. 
King, in going about the different 
eſtates on the iſland, 1 had all the op- 


portunity I could aſh, for to ſee the 


dreadful uſage of the poor men ; uſage 


that reconciled me to my ſituation, 


and made me bleſs God for the hands 


into which I had fallen. 

J had the good fortune to pleaſe my 
maſter in every department in which 
he employed me; and there was 
ſcarcely any part of his buſineſs, or 
houſhold affairs, in which I: was not 
occaſionally engaged. I often ſup- 
plicd the place of a clerk, in receiving 


and delivering cargoes to the ſhips, in 
\ . tending ſtores, and delivering goods : 
and, beſides this, I uſed to ſhave and 
drxeſs my maſter when convenient, and 
take care of his horſe; and when it 


was neceſſary, which was very often, 
1 worked likewiſe on | board of different 
veſſels 


i I 4 


5 + 05] 
veſſels of his. By theſe means I be- 
came very uſeful to my maſter ; and 
faved him, as he uſed to acknowledge, 
above àa hundred pounds a year. Nor 
; did he ſeruple to ſay I was of more ad- 
» vantage to him than any of his clerks ; 
though their uſual wages in the Weſt 
Indies are from fixty to a hundred 
pounds current a year. 

T have fometimes heard it aſſerted 
that a negro cannot earn his maſter 
the firſt coſt; but nothing can be fur- 
ther from the truth. V ſuppoſe nine 
tenths of the mechanics throughout 
the Weſt Indies are negro ſlaves; and 

I well know the coopers among them 
earn two dollars a day ; the . 

1d . 
the ſame, and oftentimes more; as 


E : alſo the maſons, ſmiths, and fiſher-- - 
< men, * and 1 have known many 
oi ſlaves whoſe maſters would not take 
> a thouſand pounds current for them. 
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But ſurely this aſſertion refutes itſelf; 
for, if it be true, ; why do the : planters 


and merchants. pay ſuch a price for 


ſlaves? And, above all, why do thoſe 


who make this. aſſertion exclaim the 


moſt loudly. againſt the abolition of the 


ſlave trade? So much are men blinded, 
and to fuch inconſiſtent arguments ar 
they driven by miſtaken intereſt ! I 


grant, indeed, that ſlaves: are ſome 
times, by  halt-feeding,. half. clothing, 
over-working and ſtripes, reduced ſo 
low, that they are turned out as unfit 
tor ſervice, and left to periſh in the 
' woods, or expire on. a dunghill. 

Muy maſter was ſeveral times offered 
by different gentlemen one hundred 


guineas for me; but he always told 
them he would not ſell me, to my 
great joy: and I uſed to double my di- 
ligenge and care for fear of getting into 


the hands of thoſe men who did not 
„ ö allow. 


- pon, oy pf Cox 8 
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allow a'valuable flave the common 
ſupport of liſe. Many of them even 
uſed to find fault with my maſter for 
feeding his ſlaves ſo well as he did; 
although L often went hungry, and an 
Engliſhman might think my fare very 

indifferent; but het uſed to tell them 
he always would do it, becauſe the 
ſlaves thereby looked nn and We: 
more work... 
While I was Anm Anil TER: my 
es 1 was often a witneſs to eruelties 
of every kind, which. were exerciſed 
on my unhappy fellow ſlaves. I uſed 
frequently to have different cargoes of 
new negroes in my care for ſale; and it 
vas almoſt a conſtant practice with our 
clerks, and other. whites, . to commit 
violent depredations on the chaſtity of 
the female ſlaves; and theſe. I was, . 
though with reluctance, obliged to 


ſubmit to at all times, gs unable to 


1 06 J 
help them. When we have had ſome 
of theſe ſlaves on board my maſter's 
veſſels to carry them to other iſlands, 
or to America, I have known our mates 
to commit theſe acts moſt ſhamefully, 
to the diſgrace, not of Chriſtians only, 
but of men. I have even known them 
gratify their brutal paſſion with females 
not ten years old; and theſe abomi- 
nations ſome of them practiſed to ſuch 
ſcandalous exceſs, that one of our cap- 
we _ tains diſcharged the mate and others 
1 on that account. And yet in Mont- 
ö 5 ö ſerrat I have ſeen a negro man ſtaked 
. to the ground, and cut moſt fhock- 
ingly, and then his ears cut off bit by 
bit, becauſe he had been connected 
with a white woman who was a com- 
mon ptoſtitute: as if it were no crime 
in the whites to rob an innocent Afri- 
| can girl of her virtue; but moſt hein- 
ous in a black man only to gratify a 
| | paſſion” 
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„ 
paſſion of nature, where the tempta- 
tion was offered by one of a different 
colour, though the moſt abandbned 
woman of her ſpecies. 

One Mr. D—— told me that Fas 
had ſold 41000 negroes, . and that he 
once cut off a negro-man's leg for 
running away I aſked him if the 
man had died in the operation, how 
he as a chriſtian could anſwer. for the 
| horrid. act before God ? and he told 
me, anſwering was a thing of ano- 
ther world; what he thought and did 
were policy. 1 told him that the 
chr iſtian doctrine taught us to do unto 
others as we would that others ſhould 
do unto us. He then ſaid that his 
ſcheme had the deſired effect it cur- 
ed that man and ſome others of run- 
ning away 

Another negro-man was half hanged, 
and chen burnt, for attempting to poi- 
ſon. 
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ſon a cruel overſeer. Thus by re- 


peated cruelties are the wretched firſt 
urged to deſpair, and then murdered, 
becauſe they ſtill retain ſo much of hu- 
man nature about them as to wiſh to | 


put an end to their miſery, and retali- 


ate on their: tyrants! Theſe overſeers 
are indeed for the moſt part perſons of 


the worſt character of any denomina- 


tion of men in the Weſt Indies. Un- 
fortunately, many humane gentlemen, 


by not reſiding on their eſtates, are 


obliged to leave the management of 
them in the hands of theſe: human 


butchers, who cut and mangle the 
ſlaves in a ſhocking manner om the 
moſt trifling occafions, and altogether 


treat them in every reſpect like brutes. 
They pay no regard to the ſituation of 
pregnant women, nor the leaſt atten- 
tion to the lodging of the field negroes. 
Their huts, which ought to be well co- 


take 


vered, and the place dry where thex 


, e, eee 

take their little repoſe, are . often open 
ſheds, built in damp places; fo that; 
when the poor creatures return tired 
from the toils of the field, they con- 
tract many diſorders, from being ex- 
poſed to-the damp air in this uncom- 
fortable ſtate, while they are heated, 
and their pores are open. This neg- 
lect certainly conſpires with many 
others to cauſe a decreaſe in the births 
as well as in the lives of the grown 
negroes. I can quote many inſtances 
of gentlemen who reſide on their 
_ eſtates. in the welt: Indies, and then. 
the ſcene is quite changed; the ne- 

groes are treated with lenity and pro- 
per care, by which their lives are ꝑro- 
| longed, and their maſters profited. 
To the honour of humanity, I knew. 
ſeveral gentlemen who managed their. 
eſtates in this manner ; and they found. 
that benevolence was their true inte-- 
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1 
reſt. And, among many I could men- 
tion in ſeveral; of the iſlands, I knew 


one in Montſerrat * whoſe ſlaves look- 


ed remarkably well, and never needed 


any. freſh ſupplies of negroes ; and there 


are many other eſtates, eſpecially in 
Barbadoes, which, from ſuch judicious 
treatment, need no freſh ſtock of ne- 
groes at any time. I have the honour 
of knowing a moſt worthy and hu- 
mane gentleman, who is a native of 


Barbadoes, and has eſtates there f. 
has wi a treatiſe 


This gentle 
on the uſage H his ow” es. He 
allows them two hours fo. ceſhment 
at mid-day ; and many other indul- 


gencies and comforts, particularly in 
their lying; and, beſides this, he raiſes 
more proviſions on his eſtate than they 
can eee ſo that Ng theſe attentions ' 


V. 


* Ms, Dm: 1 many 1 Montfarrat.... 3 


* Sir Philip Gibbes, Baronet, Barbadoes. 
he 


RE | — 1 
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* 

he ſaves the lives of his negroes, and 
keeps them healthy, and as happy as 
the condition of ſlavery can admit. 1 
myſelf, as ſhall appear. in the ſequel, 
managed an eſtate, where, by thofe at- 
tentions, the Negroes. were uncommon» 
ly cheerful and healthy, and did more 
work by. half than by the common 
mode of treatment they uſually do. For 
want, therefore, of ſuch care and atten- 
tion to the poor negroes, and otherwiſe 
oppreſſed as they are, it is no wonder 
that the decreaſe ſhould require 20,00 
new negroes annually to fill ug the 
vacant places of the dead. =» 

Even in Barbadaes, Deer i erg 
thoſe, humane exceptions which I have 
mentioned, and others I am. acquaint- 
ed with, which juſtly make it, quoted. 
as. a place where ſlaves meet with the 
beſt treatment, and need feweſt recruits 


of any, in Me en Indies, yet this 
Ty Iſland | 
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iſland” requires 1000 negroes annually 
to keep up the original ſtock, which is 
only 80,000. So that the whole term 
of a negro's life may be faid to be there 
but ſixteen years? And yet the cli- 
mate here is in every reſpect tlie ſame 
as that from which they are taken, ex- 


cept in being more wholeſome. Do 
the Britiſh colonies decreaſe in this 


manner? And yet what a prodigious 
difference is there betw een an E ngliſh 
and Weſt India climate? 
While I was in Montſerrat I knew a 
negro man, named Emanuel Sankey, 
who endeavoured to eſcape from his 
miſerable bondage, by concealing him- 


ſelf on board of a London ſhip : but 
fate did not favour the poor oppreſſed 
man; for, being difcovered when the 
veſſel was under ſail, he was delivered. 
up again to his maſter, This Obriftian 


*-Benoxct's Account of Galies.” p- 16. 


ler 


. 


e 
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Masten immediately pinned. the wretch 
down to the ground at each. wriſt and 
ancle, and chen took ſome ſticks of ſeal- 
ing wax, and lighted them, and drop- 
ed it all over his back. There was an- 
other maſter who was noted for cruelty: 
and 1 believe he had not a ſlave but 
what had been cut, and had pieces 
fairly. taken out of the fleſh ; and after 
they had been puniſhed thus, he uſed 
to make them get into a long wooden 
box or caſe he had for that purpoſe, in 
which he ſhut them up during pleaſure. / 
It was juſt about the height and breadth 
ofa man; and the poor wretches had 
no room, when in fhe caſe to move. 
It was very common in ſeveral of 
the iſlands, particularly in St. Kitt's, 
for the ſlaves to be, branded with the 
initial letters of their maſter” s name: 
and. a load, of heavy iron hooks' hung 


about their necks. Indeed 0 on 1 the moſt- 
0592. DE 


[ 214 J 
trifling occaſions they were loaded with 
chains; and often inſtruments of tor- 
ture were added. The iron muzzle, 
thumb-ſcrews, &c. are ſo well known, P 
as not to need a deſcription, and were 
ſometimes applied for the ſlighteſt 
faults. I have ſeen a negro beaten 
till ſome of his bones were broken, for 
only letting a pot boil over. Is it ſur- 
priſing that uſage like this ſhould drive 
the poor creatures to deſpair, and make 
9 them ſeek a refuge in death from thoſe 
evils which render their hves intoler- 
able while, 
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8 With ſhudd- ring horror 1 Aa eyes 18 tw 
They view their Iamentable lot, and find 
«« No reſt!” | 


This they frequently do. A ne- . Th 
gro-man on board a veſſel of my 
maſter, while I belonged to her, hav- 1 
ing been put in irons for ſome trifling 1 
miſdemeanor, and kept in that ſtate 
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for ſome days, being weary of, life, 
took an opportunity of jumping over- 
board into the ſea; however, he was 
picked up without being drowned. 
Another, whoſe life was alſo a burden 
to him, reſolved to ſtarve himſelf to 
death, and refuſed to eat any victuals: 
this procured him a ſevere flogging: 
and he alſo, on the firſt occaſion which 
offered, jumped overboard at Charles 
Town, but was ſaved. 1 
Nor is there any greater regard ſhewn 
to the little property than there is to 
the perſons and lives of the negroes. 
[ have already related an inſtance or 
two of particular oppreſſion out of 
many which I have witneſſed; but the 
following is frequent in all the'iflands. 
The wretched field-ſlaves, after tofl- 
ing all the day for an unfeeling owner, 
who gives them but little victuals, 
ſteal ſometimes a few moments from 

5 | reſt 


F and 1: 
:reft or refreſhment to gather ſome 
ſmall portion of graſs, according as | 
their time will admit. This they « com- 
-monly tie up in a parcel.; either a bit 3 
worth (ſix-penec) or half a bits worth; 1 
and bring it to town, or to the market, | 
to ſell. Nothing is more common 
than for the white people on this oc- 
caſion to take the graſs from them 
without paying for it; and not only 
- fo, but too often alſo, to my know 
ledge, our clerks, and many others, + 
at the ſame time have committed acts 
of violence on the poor, wretched, and 
helpleſs females ; whom I have ſeen for 
hours ſtand crying to no purpoſe, and 
get no redreſs or pay of any kind. Is 
not this one common and crying ſin 
enough to bring down God's judg- 
al ment on the iſlands? He tells us the 
oppreſſor and the oppreſſed are both 
in *. hands; and if theſe are not the 
Poor, 
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| poor, "the broken-hearted, the blind, 
the captive, the bruiſed, which our Sa- 
viour [peaks of, who are they? One 
of theſe depredators once, in St. Eu- 
ſtatia, came on board of our veſſel, 


and bought ſome fowls and pigs of me; 


and a (hae day after his departure 
with the things, he returned again and 
wanted his money back: I refuſed to 
give it; and, not ſeeing my captain on 


board, he began the common pranks 


with me; and ſwore he would even 
break open my cheſt and take my mo- 


ney. I thereforeexpected, as my cap- 


tain was abſent, that he would be as 
good as his word: and he was juſt pro- 
ceeding to ſtrike me, when fortunately 
a Britiſh ſeaman on board, whoſe heart 
had not been debauched by a Weſt 
India climate, interpoſed and prevent- 
cd him. But had the cruel man ſtruck 
me 1 certainly ſhould have defended 


WE Th. - myſelf 
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Ln 
my ſelf at the hazard of my! lifez"dor 


what is life to a man thus opprefied? 


He went away, however, ſwearing; and 
threatened that whenever he caught me 
on ſhore he would nn me e, and N 
for me afterwards, 710 

The ſmall account in Wich the lf 


af a negro is held in the Weſt Indies, 


is fo univerſally known, that it might 


| ſeem impertinent to quote the follow: 


ing extract, if ſome people Had net 


been hardy enough of late to 
that negroes are on the ſame footing'in 


that reſpect as Europeans. By the 


Zagth Act, page 125, of che Aſſernbiy 
; of Parkadoes, it is enacted © That if 
any negro, or other ſlave, under pu- 
niſhment by his maſter; or his order, 


for running away, or any other crime 
or miſdemeanor towards his ſaid 
maſter, unfortunately ſhafl fuffer in 
[© life or” member, no perſon what 

ſo- 


” 219 ] 


«ſocver ſhall be liable to a fine i but 
if any man ſhall out of wantonngſe, 


FOX. Hy, 1:6f;; 7 Hloody-mindedne/s, or cnuel 
intentions, wilthily kill a, negro, or other 
faves of his gen, be; ſpall pay inte the 
« public treaſury fifteen, pauuds ſterting,? 
And it is the ſame in moſt, if not all, 
ofthe Meſt India iſlands. Is not this 
one of the many acts of the iſlands 
which, call, loudly. for, redreſs ?, And 
dg.not. the Afembly, which enacted it 
deferve.the appellation of ſavages, and 
brutes. rather, than of chriſtians and 
men? At is an act at once unmerciful, 
unjuſt; and unwiſe; which for cruelty 
would diſgrace an allembly of thoſe 8 

uho are called barbarians; and for j its 
injuſtice and inſaniiy would ſhock, the 
morality and common ſenſe. of, a r | 
ma de or Hottentot. e 

Sho king as this and many more erde 
a be bloody Weſt Lad cede. gen 


view 
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view appear, how'is the iniquity of in I not 


heightened when we conſider to whom | the 
it may be extended! Mr. James Tobin, N wh 
a zealous labourer in the vineyard of bat 
ſlavery, gives an account of a French M nu: 
planet of his acquaintance, in the anc 
iſland of Martinico, who ſhewed him "= 


many mulattoes working in the fields tho 


like beaſts of burden; and he told Mr. © fla 
Tobin theſe were all the produce of his and 
own loins! And I myſelf have known pen 
ſimilar inſtances. Pray, reader, are ma! 


theſe ſons and daughters of the French ſho 


planter leſs his children by being be- by 1 
gotten on black women? And what it v 


muſt be the virtue of thoſe'legiſlators, I tak 
and the feelings of thoſe fathers, who Ii fror 
eſtimate the lives of their ſons, how- I -thet 


ever begotten, at no more than fif- 
teen pounds; though they ſhould be 
murdered, as the act ſays, aut of wan- 


not 
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not the ſla ve trade entirely a war with. 


the heart of man? And ſurely: that 


which is begun by breaking down the 
barriers of virtue involves in its contig 
nuance deſtruction to every principle, 
and buries all ſentiments in ruin! 

I have often; ſeen ſlaves, ee e 
thoſe who were meagre, in different 


iflands,: put into ſcales and weighed; 
and then fold from three pence to ſix. 
pence or nine pence. a pound. My 


maſter, however, w hoſe humanity. Was 


ſhocked at this mode, uſed to ſell ſuch 
by the lump. And at or after a fale 
it was not uncommon. to fee negroes 15 


4 


taken from their wives, wives taken 
from their! huſbands and children from 
their parents, and ſent off to other 
iſlands, and wherever elſe their mer 
eileſs lords chooſe ; and probably ne- 
ver more during life ſee each other! 
8 my heart has bled at theſe 


L 3 partings 3; : 


, 
= 
== 
1 3 


ta J 


parted have been at the water fle de, 


| went out of ſight.” HUTT I? ode 


A poor Creole negro I knew w a, 
who, aſter having been often thus 
tranſported from iſland to iſland; at 
laft reſided in Montſerrat. This man 
uſed to tell me many melancholy tales 
of himſelf. Generally, after he had 
done working for his maſter; he uſed 
to employ his few leiſure moments to 
go a fiſhing. When he had caught 
ahy fiſh; his maſter would frequently 
take them from him without paying 
him; and at other times ſome other 
white people would ſerve him in the 
fame manner. One day he ſaid to me; 
very movingly, © Sometimes; when a 
white man take away my fiſſi L go to 
4 200 maſer, and he ka me my right: 


and 


partings; hen ihe DE th: 


and, with ſighs and tears, have kept 
ir eyes fixcd on the” veſſel, till it 


"and when my! Su 2 frengrh. take 
"away my, fiſhes, what me muſt .do? 
- 38 can't go to any body to be righted; 
c then,” faid the poor man, looking U 


above, 1 muſt look up to God Mighty 
in the top, for. right.“ This artlels 


tale moved me much, and F could not 
belp feeling the juſt cauſe Moſes had 
in redreſſing his brother againſt the 
Egyptian. I exhorted the man to look 
vp ſtill to the God on the top, ſince. 
there Was no redreſs below. Though 
little thought then that I myſelf ſhould, 


more than once experience ſuch 1 impo- 


ſition, and need the ſame exhortation 


hereafter, in my own tranſactions in 


the iſlands; and that even this poor 
man and 1 ſhould ſome time after ſuffer 
together: in the ſame manner, as ſhall” 
be related hereaft-er. 
Nor was ſuch uſage a8 Thi 0 
to Es: places or individuals; for, 
M4: in 
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in all the different „ oe in which, 1 
have been (and 1 have viſited no leſs. 
than fifteen) the treatment of the ſlaves. 


was nearly the ſame; fo nearly indeed, 


that the hiſtory of an iſland, or even a 
plantation, with a few ſuch exceptions | 
as I have mentioned, might ſerye for | 
a hiſtory of the whole. 
dency has the flave-trade to debauch 
men's minds, and harden them to every 
feeling of humanity ! For I will not 
ſuppoſe that the dealers in ſlaves, are, 
born worſe than other men No; 0; it is, 
the fatality of this miſtaken avarice, # 
that it corrupts the milk of human 
kindneſs and turns it into gall. 
had the purſuits of thoſe. men been | 
different, they might have been as 
generous, as tender-hearted and juſt, | 
as they are unfeeling, rapacious and 


cruel. Surely this traffic cannot be 


good, which ſpreads like a peſtilence, 
which 
violates 


and taints what it touches! 


Such a ten- 


And, 
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violates that firſt natural right of man- N 


kind, equality and independency, and. 


gives one man a dominion Over bis 


fellows which God could never intend! 
For it raiſes the owner to a ſtate as far 


above man as It depreſſes the flave be- | 


low it; and, with all the preſumption. 


of human pride, ſets a diſtinction be- 


tween them, immeaſurable i in extent,, 
and endleſs in duration! Yet how miſ- 


taken is the: avarice even of the planters. | 


Are ſlaves more uſeful by being thus 


humbled to thecondition of brutes, than | 
they would be if ſuffered to enjoy the pri- 
vileges of men ? The freedom which 
diffuſes health and proſperity through 
out Britain anſwers-you—No. When 


you make men ſſaves you deprive them 


of half their virtue, you ſet them 1 in j 


your own conduct an example of fraud, 


rapine, and cruelty, and compel them 


to live with 8. in a ſtare of war; and 
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der ft, complain that they are not ho- 
reſt or faithful! You ſtupify them with 
ſtripes, and think it neceſſary to keep 
them in a ſtate of ignorance; and yet 


you aſſert that they are incapable 8 
learning; that their minds are Tuck 


a barren ſoil. or moor, that culture 
* ould be loſt on them; and that they 
come from a climate, where nature, 
though prodigal of her bountics in 4 
degree unknown to yourſelv es, bas left 
man alone feant and Unfiniſhed} and 
5 incapable of enjoying che treaſures 
| the, has poured out for Him! An all 
fertion at once impious and abſurd. 
| Why do you uſe thoſe inftruments of 
torture? Are they fit to be applic bo 
one rational being to another? And 
are ye not ſtruck with ſhame and mor- 
tiſication, to ſee the partakers of your 
nature reduced ſo low? But, above all, 
are there no dangers attending this 

mode 


5 and vigorous; and peace, . proſperity, 


: 


p al?! | 
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mode of treatment? Are you not hourly 


in dread of an inſurrection? Nor would 
it be eee jor WASTE 11 e 


PT. 
86 kw} jp * 
3 41 4 4 8 


—No peace is given” 


0 '® wy us enſlav'd, but cuſtody ſevere;; 11077 


And ſtripes and arbitrary puniſhment 83 N 
cc * Infliged—Whar peace can we return? ITY 
But to Cr power, hoſtility and hate; 


4 Untam'd reluctance, and reven geg deb | 


Vet ever-plotting how the conqueror leaſt 


« May reap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoice 
& In din what we NE? in as. feel.” 


Wu by changing your conduct, and 


treating your ſlaves as men, every 


. cauſe of fear would be baniſhed. They | 


g would be faithful, honeſt, intelligent 
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Some account of Brimſtone-Flill in Mon 


ferrat—Favourable change in the au- 
thor*s ſituation—He commences merchant. 
with three Pence His various ſucceſs in 
dealing in the different iſlands, and Ame 
rica, and the impoſitions he meets wilh in 
his tranſactions with Eurapeans—A Cm. 
rious impoſet ion on human nature— Dan- | 
ger of the ſurfs in the Weſt Indies. 
Remarkable inflance of kidnapping a free 
mulatto—Ths author is nearly murdered 
by Doctor Perkins in Savannab. 


Ix the precedeing chapter I have ſer . 
before the reader a few of thoſe many 
inſtances of oppreſſion, extortion, and 
cruelty, which 1 have been a witneſs 

ge | 1 10 


E 320. f 


to in the Weſt Indies: but, were I to 
enumerate them all, the catalogue would 
be tedious and diſguſting. The puniſh<. 
ments of the ſlaves on every trifling oc-. 


caſion are ſo frequent, and ſo well known. 
together with the different inſtruments 
with which they are tortured, that it 


cannot any longer afford novelty to 
recite them; and they are too ſhock- 
ing to yield delight either to the writer 


or the reader. I ſhall therefore here 
after only mention ſuch as incidentally 


befell myſelf in the courſe of Ny. ad- 


ventures. 


In the 0 of departments in 
which I was employed by my maſter, I- 


had an opportunity of ſeeing many cu- 
| rious ſcenes in did erent iſlands ; but, 
above all, T was ſtruck with a celebrated 


curiofity called Brimſtone-Hill, which 


is a high and ſteep mountain, ſome 
few miles from the town of Plymouth 
in Montſerrat. L had often heard of ſome 

wonders 
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wonders that were to be teen, 0n-this 


mY, and I went once with fome white, 


and black people to viſit it. When we 
arrived at the top, Iſa under different 
lifts great flakes of brimſtone, occa- 


Honed by the ſteams of various little 
ponds, u hich were then boiling natu- 


ally in the earth. Some of theſe ponds 
were as white as milk, ſome quite 


blue, and many others of different co- 
lours. I had taken ſome potatoes with 
mie, and I put them into different ponds, 
and in a few minutes they were well 
boiled. I taſted ſome of them, but they. 

_ , were very ſulphurous; and the ſilver 


Moe buckles, and all the other things 


of that metal we had among us, were, 
in a little time turned as black as lead. 


Some time in the year 1 763, kind Pro- 
vidence ſeemed to appear rather more 
favourable to me. One of my maſter's 
{pela a Bermudas ſloop, about ſixty 
tohs burthen was commanded by one 


4 


„ 

Captain Thomas Farmer, an Engliſh- 
man, a very alert and active man, who 
"_ my maſter a great deal of mo- 

ney by his good mangement in carry 
ing paſſengers from one iſland to ano- 
ther but very often his ſailors uſed to 
get drunk and run away from the veſſel, 


_ which hindered him in his buſineſs very 
much. This man had taken a liking to 


me; and many different times begged 


Fa of my maſter to let me go a trip with 


him as a ſailor; but he would tell him 
he could not ſpare me, though the veſ- 
ſal ſometimes could not go for want of 

hands, for ſailors were generally very 
ſcarce in the iſland. However, at laſt, 
from neceſſity or force, my maſter was 
prevailed on, though very reluctantly, 
to let me go with this captain; but he 


gave him great charge to take care that 
I did not run away, for if 1 did he 
would make him pay for me. This 
dene che che captain had for 
; ſome 
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ſome time a ſharp eye upon me when- 


ever the veſſel anchored; and as ſoon n 

as ſhe returned I was ſent for on ſhore - k 

again. Thus was I ſlaving as it were C: 

for life, ſometimes at one thing, and 5 1 

ſometimes at another; ſo that the cap- O! 

tain and I were nearly the moſt uſeful” tþ 

men in my maſter's einployment. 1 ar 

alſo became ſo uſeful to the captain 2 

on ſhipboard, that many times, when th 

he uſed to aſk for me to go with him, 10 

though it ſhould be but for twenty | s 

four Hours, to ſome of the iſlands | near H 

us, my maſter would anſwer he could | ta 

not ſpare me, at which the captain to 

would ſwear, and would not go the trip; = 
and tell my maſter I was better to bim "0 
on board than any three white men he SEC 
had; for they uſed to behave ill in felt 
many reſpects, particularly in getting tre 
drunk; and then they frequently got un 
the boat ſtove, ſo as to hinder the veſ- on 
fel from coming” back as ſoon as ſhe” 4 ph 
ü XN 


— 


b | 4 
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might n rages This my ndfides= 
knew, very well; and at laſt, by the 
captain's - conſtant, | entreaties, after 
I had been feveral times with him, 


one day. to my great joy, told me 


the captain would not let him reſt, 
and aſked whether Lwould go aboard 


as a ſailor, or ſtay on ſhore and mind 


the ſtores, for he could not bear any 
longer to be plagued in this manner. 


I was very happy at this propoſal, for 1 


Limmediately thought I might in time 
ſtand ſome chance by being on board 


to get a little money, or poſſibly make 


my eſcape if I ſhould be uſed ill: A 
alſo expected to get better food, and in 5 


: greater abundance; for J had oftentimes. : 


felt much hunger, though my maſter 


treated his ſlaves, as I have obſerved. 
mi eee at, Yo therefore, wich- b 


e 


wouls go and ber a e if he une 
Accordingly 1 was ordered on board 
0 "OO: 


E 
directly. Nevertheleſs, between che 
veſſel and the ſhore; when ſhe was in 


port, I had little or no reſt, as my 


maſter always wiſned to have me along 
with him. Indeed he was a very plea- 


ſant gentleman, and but for my expee- 


tations on ſhipboard I ſhould not have 
thought of leaving him. But the cap- 
tain liked me alſo very much, and 1 
Mas entirely his right-band man. did; 
all IJ could to deſerve his favour, and 
in return I received better treatment 


from him than any other I believe ever 


met with in the Weſt Indies in 
ſituation- C det 21d 
Aſter J had been 8 for 58 tin Ei 
with this,captain, at length I endea- 
voured to try my luck and commence. 
merchant.. I had but a very ſmall ca- 
pital to begin with; for one ſingle half. 


bit, which is equal to three-pence, in 


England, made up my Whole 


However I truſted | to > the Lord to be 


with 


Ct nas] 
with me; and at one of our trips to 
St. Euſtatia, a Dutch iſland, I bought 
a glaſs tumbler! with my half bit, and 
when I came to Montferrat I ſold it for 
a bit or fixzpence. Luckily we made 
ſeveral ſucceſſive trips to St. Euſtatia 
(which was a general mart for the 
Weſt Indies, about twenty leagues from 
Montſerrat) and in our next, finding 
my tumbler ſo profitable, with this one 
bit I bought two tumblers more; and 
when I:came back I ſold them for two 
bits equal to a ſhilling ſterling. When 
we went again I bought with theſe two 
bits four more of theſe glaſſes, which 
fold for fout bits on þ our return to | 

g Montſcrrat: and in our nem voyage 
to St. Euſtatia, I bought two glaffes 
with one bit, and with the other three 
I bought a Jug of Geneva, nearly about 
three inks i in "meaſure. When we came 
to Monkfertat, 1 ſold the gin for eight” 


2 02 . B1OuL JJ 'Y; 


bits, and the tumblers for two, fo that 
_ 


es 


„ 
my capital now amounted in all to a 
dollar, well huſbanded and acquired . 
in the ſpace of a month or ſix weeks, : 
when I bleſſed the Lord that L was ſo 
rich. As ve ſailed to different iflands, 


84 


I laid this money out in various things = 
occaſionally, and it uſed to turn to . 
very good account, eſpecially when we? : 


went to Guadaloupe, Grenada, and the 
reſt of the French iſlands. Thus wis 


J going all about the iſlands upwards , 
of four years, and ever trading abs IL. f 
went, during which Lexperienced many - 
inſtances: of ill uſage, and have ſeen f 
many injuries done to other negroes in n 
our dealings with whites: and, amidſt F 
our recreations, when we have. been a 
dancing and merry-making, they, 2 
without cauſe, have moleſted and in- 1 
ſulted us. Indeed I was more than ff 
once obliged to look up to God on ef 
| high, as I had adviſed the poor fiſher-. 1 
man ſome time before. And I had not ic 
| been 0 


* 
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Veen long trading for myſelf in the 
manner 1 have related above, when Jl 


experienced the like trial in company 


with him as follows: This man being 


uſed to the water, was upon an emer- 


gency put on board of us by his mafſter 
to work as another hand, on a voyage 
to Santa Cruz; and at our failing he 
had brought his little all for a venture 
p which conſiſted of fix bits' worth, of 
limes and oranges.in a bag ; 7 had alſo 
my whole ſtock, which was abouttwelye 
bug worth of the ſame kind of goods, 
ſeparate i in two bags ; for we had heard 
theſe. tru: its ſold well in that iſland. 
When we came there, in ſome little 
convenient time he and I went aſhore 
with our fruits to ſell them; but we 
| had, ſcarcely landed when we were met 
by two white men, who preſently took 
our three bags from us. We could 
not at firſt gueſs what they meant to 


do; and for ſome time we, e thought | 
| they 


ann; 
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they were jeſting with us; but they tod 


ſoon let us know otherwiſe, for they 
took our ventures immediately to a 
houſe hard by, and adjoining the fort, 


while we followed all the way begging 
of them to give us our fruits, but in 


vain. They not only refuſed to return 


them but ſwore at us, and threatened 


if we did not immediately depart they 


would flog us well. We told them theſe 


three bags were all we were worth in the 


world, and that we brought them with 
us to ſell when we came from Mont- 


ſerrat, and ſhewed them the veſſel. 
But this was rather againſt us, as they 


now ſaw we were ſtrangers as Well 
as ſlaves. They ſtill therefore ſwore, 
and deſired us to be gone, and even 
took ſticks to beat us; while we, ſeeing 


they meant what they ſaid, went off in 


the greateſt confuſion and; deſpair. 
Thus, in the very minute of gaining 
more RY three times, than I ever did 
15 by 
3 ; 


BOO Eo WL bk 


3 
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Hy, any; venture in my life before, was 
I. deprived; of every farthing I was 
worth. An inſupportable misfortune! 
but how to help ourſelves: we knew 
not. In our conſternation we went to 
the commanding officer of the fort, 
and told him how we had been ſerved 
by fome of his people; but we obtained 
not the leaſt redreſs: he anſwered our 
complaints only by a volley of impre- 
cations againſt us, and immediately 
took a horſe-whip, in order to chaſtiſe 
us; ſo that we were obliged to turn 
out much faſter than we came in. I 
now, in the agony of diſtreſs and indig- 
nation, wiſlled that the ire of God in his 
forked lightning might transſix theſe 
cruel oppreſſors among the dead. Still 
however we perſevered; went back 
again to the houſe, and begged and bel 
ſought them again and again for our 
fruits, till at laſt ſome other people that 
| ure in the houſe aſked if we would be 
contented 


F 
contented if they kept one bag and 


-gave us the other two. We, ſeeing no 15 
remedy whatever, conſented to this; ga 
and they, obſerving one bag to have 25 F 
both kinds of fruit in it, which be- pri 
longed to my companion, kept that; a ff 
and the other two, which were mine and 
they gave us back. As ſoon as I got fg 
them, I ran as faſt as I could, and tion 
got the firſt negro man I could to help que 
-me off; my companion, however, ſtay- nie 
ed a little longer to plead; he told dere 
them the bag they had was his, and tian 
likewiſe all that he was worth in the ſhuc 
world; but this was of no avail, and he blaff 
was obliged to return without it. The tonl 
-poor old man wringing his hands, cri- and 


ed bitterly for his loſs; and, indeed, Ii caſi 
he then did look up to God on high, genc 


which ſo moved me with pity, for him, A 
that I gave him nearly one third of had 
my fruits. We then proceeded to the frien 
| markets to ſell them; and Providence 
| __ 1 


 Ca& 7 
was more fivourable to us than we © 
could have expected, for we ſold our 
fruits uncommonly well; I got for mine 
about thirty-ſeven bits. Such a. ſur- 
priſing reverſe of fortune in ſo ſhort 
a ſpace of time ſeemed like a dream, 
and. proyed no ſmall encouragement 
for me to truſt the Lord in any fitua- 
tion. My captain afterwards fre- 
quently uſed to take my part, and get 
me my right, when I have been plun- 
dered or uſed ill by theſe tender Chriſ- 
tian depredators; among whom I have 
ſhuddered to obſerve the unceaſing 
blaſphemousexecrations which are wan- 
tonly thrown out by perſons of all ages 
and conditions, not only without oc 
caſion, but even as if they were dull: | 
gences and pleaſure. = 

At one of our trips to St. Kitt's, I 
had eleven bits of my on; and my 
a nt lent me five more, 

| 11.3 364M a 1 <A 


. 
with which I bought a Bible. I was 
very glad to get this book, which [ 
fearcely could meet with any where, 
I think there was none fold in Mont- 
ſerrat; and, much to my grief, from 
being forced out of the Ætna in the 
manner I have related, my Bible, and 
rhe Guide to the Indians, the twa books 
1 loved above all others, were left 
behind. b 

MWhhile J vas in chis place, St. Kitt $, 
a very curious impoſition on human 
nature took place: — A white man 
wanted to marry in the church a free 
black woman that had land and ſlaves 
in Montſerrat: but the clergyman told 
him it was againſt the law of the place 
to marry a white and a black in the 
church. The man then aſked to be 
married on the water, to which the 
parſon conſented, and the two lovers 


went in one boat, and the parſon and 
2 | clerk 
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derk in another, and thus the cere- 
mony was performed. After this the 
loving pair came on board our veſſel, 


and my captain treated them extreme- 


ly well, and brought them ſafe * 


Montſerrat. 


The reader cannot but Fes of the | 
irkſomeneſs of this ſituation to a mind 


like mine, in being daily expoſed to 


new hardſhips and impoſitions, after 


having ſeen many better days, and 
been as it were, in a ſtate of free- 


dom and plenty; added to which, 
every part of the world I had hitherto 
been in, ſeemed to me a paradiſe in 


compariſon of the Weſt Indies. My 


mind was therefore hourly replete with 
inventions and thoughts of being freed, 


and, if poſſible, by honeſt and honour- 
able means; for I always remembered 
the old adage; and I truſt it has ever 


been my ruling principle, that Ho- 
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«neſty is the beſt policy ;** and likewiſe 
that other golden precept “ To do 
«unto all men as I would they ſhould 
«© do unto me.“ However, as I was 
from early years a predeſtinarian, 1 
thought whatever fate had determined 
muſt ever come to paſs; and. therc- 
| fore, if ever it were my lot to be freed 
nothing could prevent me, although! 
ſhould at preſent ſee no means or hope 
to obtain my freedom; on the other 
hand, if it were my fate not to be freed 
I never ſhould be ſo, and all my en- 
deavours for that purpoſe would be 
fruitleſs. In the midſt of theſe thoughts 
I therefore looked up with prayers W 
anxiouſly to God for my liberty; and | 
at the ſame time uſed every honeſt re! 
means, and did all that was poſſible AY 
on my part to obtain it. In procels oi of fr 
time I became maſter of a few pounds, well 
and ina fair way of making more, which 
my 
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my friendly captain knew very well; 

this occaſioned him ſometimes to take 
liberties with me; but whenever he 
treated me waſpiſhly I uſed plainly to 
tell him my mind, and that I would 
die before I would be impoſed upon as 
other negroes were, and that to me life 
had loſt its reliſh when liberty was gone. 
This I ſaid although I foreſad my then 
well-being or future hopes of freedom 
(humanly ſpeaking) depended on this 
man. However, as he could not bear 


the thoughts of my not ſailing with 
him, he always became mild on my 
threats. I therefore continued with: 


him; and, from my great attention to 


his orders and his buſineſs, I gained 


him credit, and through his kindneſs to 
me at laſt procured my liberty. While 
Ithus went on, filled with the thoughts 
of freedom, and reſiſting oppreſſion as 
well as I was able, my life hung daily 
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in in ſuſpence, particularly in the ſurfs } 
have formerly mentioned, as I could 


not fwim. Theſeare extremely violent 
throughout the Weſt Indies, and I was 


ever 5855 to their howling rage and 


devouring fury in alt the iſlands. I 


have ſeen them ſtrike and toſs a boat 
right up an end, and maim ſeveral on 
board. Once in' the Grenada iſlands, 
when I and about eight others were 
pulling a large boat with two pun- 


cheons of water in it, a ſurf truck u us, 
and drove the boat and all 3 in it about 


half a ſtone's throw, among fome trees, 
and above the high water mark. We 
were obliged to get all the aſſiſtance we 
could from the neareſt eſtate to mend the 


boat, and launch it into the water again. 


At Montſerrat one night, in orefling! hard 
to get off the ſhore on board, the punt 


was overſet with us four times; the firſt 
time 5 was very near being drawned; 
| | ; however | 


f 36 + 


however the jacket I had on kept me 


up above water a little ſpace of time, 
while I called on a man near me who 
was, a good ſwimmer, and told him 


I could not ſwim ; he then made haſte 
to me, and, juſt as I was ſinking, he 


caught hold of me, and brought me 


to ſounding, and then he vent and 


brought the punt alſo. As ſoon as we 


had turned the water out of her, leſt 


we ſhould be uſed ll for being abſent, 


we attempted again three times more, 


+ and as often the horrid ſurfs ſerved us 


as at firſt; but at laſt, the fiſth | time 
we attempted, we gained our point, 


at the eminent hazard of our lives. 
One day alſo, at Old Road in Mont- 


ſerrat, our captain, and three men be- 
ſides myſelf, were going in a large 


canoe in queſt of rum and ſugar, 


when a ſingle ſurf toſſed the Canoe 
an amazing diſtance from the water, 
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and ſome of us, near a ſtone's throw 
trom cach other: moſt of us were very 


much bruiſed; fo that I and many 
more often ſaid, and really thought, 
that there was not ſuch another place 
under the heavens as this. I longed 
therefore much to leave it, and daily 


- wiſhed to ſee my maſter's promiſe per- 
formed of going to Philadelphia: 


While ve lay in this plage a very cruel 


thing happened on board of our floop 
which filled me with horror; though I 
found afterwards ſuch practices were 
frequent. There was a very clever and 
decent free young mulatto-man who 


failed a long time with us: he had a 


free woman for his wife, by whom he 


| had a child; and the Was then living 


on ſhore, and all very happy. Our 
captain and mate, and other people on 
board, and ſeveral elſewhere, even the 
natives of Bermudas, all knew this 

. young 


E 
young man from a child that he was 
always free, and no one had ever 
claimed hirn as their Property : how. 
ever, as might too often overcomes 
right i in theſe parts, Tt happened that 
a Bermudas captain, whoſe veſſel lay 
there for a few days in the road, came 
on board of us, and ſeeing the mulatto- 
man, . hole name was Joſeph Clipſon, 
he told him he was not free, and that 
he had orders from his maſter to bring 
him to Heintudag. The poor man 
could not believe the captain to be in 
carneſt ; but he was very ſoon unde- 
ceived, ks men laying violent hands on 
him; and although he hewed a certi- 
ficate of his being born free in St. 
Kitt's, and moſt people on board knew 
that he ſerved his time to both 
ing, and always paſſed for a free man, 
£* 


yet he. was. forcibly/taken, out of our 


veſſel. He tel aſked to be carried p 


ator C Te 
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aſhore before the ſecretary or magiſ- 


_ rates, and theſe infernal invaders. of 
human rights promiſed him he ſhould; 


but, inſtead of that, they carried him 
on board of the other veſſel : and the 


next day, without giving the poor man 


any hearing on ſhore, or ſuffering him 


even to ſee his wife or child, he was 
| carried. away, and probably doomed 
never more in this world to ſee them 
again. Nor.was this the only inſtance 
of this kind of barbarity I was a wit- 
neſs to. I have. ſince often. ſeen in 
Jamaica and other iſlands, free. men, 
whom I have known in America, thus 
villainouſly trepanned and held in bon- 


dage. I have heard of two ſimilar prac- 


tices even in Philadelphia: and were 
it not for the bene volence of tlie quak- 
ers in that city, many of the ſable race, 


who. now breathe the air of liberty, 


would, I believe, be groaning indeed 


under. 


— — — bl — — 


hajy of 


bay 


1 
under ſome planter's chains. Theſe 
things opened my mind to a new ſcene 


of horror to which Þ had been before a. 
ſtranger. Hitherto I had thought only 


ſlavery dreadful; but the ſtate of a 
free negro appeared to me now equally 
ſo at leaſt, . and in ſome reſpects even 
worſe, for they live in conſtant alarm 
for their liberty; which is but nomi- 
nal, for they are univerſally inſult- 
ed and plundered without the poſſibi- 
lity of redreſs; for ſuch is the equity 
of the Weſt Indian laws, that no free 

negro's evidence will be admitted in 


their courts of juſtice. In this ſituation 
is it ſurpriſing that ſlaves, when mildly 


treated, ſhould prefer even the miſery 
of ſlavery to ſuch a mockery. of free- 
dom? I was now completely di guſted 


with the Weſt Indies, and thought 5 


never ſhould be entirely free until I 


: had left them. 


M 6 „„ „ Wich 
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«With thoughtslike theſemy anxious boding mind 
« Recall'd thoſe pleaſing ſcenes I left behind; 


« Scenes where fair Liberty in bright array 


«© Makes darkneſs bright, and e'en illumines day; 


Where nor complexion, wealth, or ſtation, can 
«© Protect the wretch who makes a ſlave of man,” 


I Jeterviainied to make every exertion 
to obtain my freedom, and to return 


to Old England. For this purpoſe 1 


thought a  knowledge' of navigation 
might be of uſe to me; for, though I 
did not intend to run away unleſs I 
ſhould be ill uſed ; yet, in ſuch a' caſe, 
if I underſtood navigation, I might 
attempt my efcape i in our loop, which 
was one of the ſwifteſt failing veſſels i in 


the Weſt Indies, and 1 could be at no 
loſs for hands to join me: arid if 1 
ſhould make this attempt, I had in- 
tended to have gone for England; but 
this, as ſaid, was only to be in the event 
of my meeting with any ill uſage. 1 
there- 


[28] 
therefore employed the mate of our vef. 


ſel to teach mie navigation, for which * 
agreed 0 give him twenty-four dollars, | 
and' actually paid: him part ofthe money 


down; though when the captain, ſome 
time after, came to know that the mate 
was to have ſuch a fum for teaching 


me, he rebuked him, and fai it was 


a ſhame for him to take any money 


from me, However, my progreſs in 


this uſeful art was much retarded: by 
the conſtancy: of our work. Had I 
wiſhed to run away I did not want op- 
portunities, which frequently preſented 
themſelves ; and particularly at one 
time, ſoon after this. When we were 
at the iſland of Gaurdeloupe there was 
a large fleet of merchantmen bound 
for Old France; and, ſeamen then be 
Ing very ſcarce, they gave from fifteen 
to twenty pounds a man for the run. 


Our mate, and all the white ſailors, 
> nor 
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left our veſſel on this account, and 
went on board of the French ſhips. 
They would have had me alſo to go 
with them, for they regarded me; 
and ſwore to protect me, if I would 
go: and, as the fleet was to fail the 
next day, I really believe I could have 
got ſafe to Europe at that time. How- 
ever, as my maſter was kind, I would 
not attempt to: leave him; ſtill re. 
membering the old maxim, that ho- 
neſty is the beſt policy, I. ſuffered 
them to go without me. Indeed my 
captain was. much afraid of my. leaving 
him and the veſſel at that time, as I had 
ſo fair an opportunity: but, I thank 
God, this fidelity of mine turned out 
much to my advantage hereafter, when 
I did not in the leaſt think of it; and 
made me ſo much in favour. with the 
captain, that he uſed now and then to 
teach me ſome parts of navigation 
e him 


K 


Up 
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himſelf; but ſome of our paſſengers,, 


and others, ſeeing this, found much- 


fault with him for. it, ſaying it was a. 
very dangerous thing to let a negro 
know navigation; thus Lwas hindered. 
again in. my purſuits. About the lat- 
ter end of the year 1764, my maſter 


bought a larger ſloop, called the Pru- 


dence, about ſeventy or eighty tons, 
ef which my captain had the com- 
mand. I went with him into this veſ- 
ſel, and we took a load of new flaves- 
for. Georgia and Charles Town. My 
_ maſter now left me. entirely to the 
captain, though he ſtill wiſhed for me 
to be with him; but 1, who always 
much wiſhed to loſe ſight of the Weſt 
Indies, was not a little rejoiced at the 
thoughts of ſeeing. any other country. 
Therefore, relying on the goodneſs of 
| my captain, I got ready all the little 
venture I could; and, when the veſſel 
was 
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was ready, we failed to my great joy. 
When we got to our deſtined places, 


Georgia and Charles Town, I expect- 


ed 1 ſhould have an opportunity of 


ſelling my little property to advantage: 
but here, particularly in Charles Town, 


J met with buyers, white men, Who 


impoſed on me as in other places. 
Notwithſtanding, I was refolved to 
have fortitude; thinking no lot or trial 


too hard when kind Heaven is the 


rewarder. 


We ſoon got loaded again, and 
returned to Montferrat; and there, 
amongſt the reſt of the iſlands; I fold 
my goods well; and in this manner T 
| ebnkindel trading during the year 1764 ; 


meeting with various ſcenes of impo- 
ſition; as uſual. After this, my maſter 


fitted out his veſſel for Philadelphia, 


in the year 1765; and during the time 


ve were loading her, and getting 


ready 


re: 
re. 


- 9 1 

ready for the voyage, I worked with 
redoubled alacrity, frony the hope of 
getting money enough by theſe voyages 
to buy my freedom, in time, if ĩt ſhould 
pleaſe God; and alſo' to fee the town 
of Philadelphia, which F had heard a 
great deal about for ſome years paſt; 
beſides which,” I” had always longed 
to prove my maſter's promiſe the firſt 
day T came to him. In the midft of 

theſe elevated ideas, and while I was 

about getting my little merchandize 
in readineſs, one Sunday my maſter 
ſent for me to hib houſe. When E 
came there I. found him and the cap- 
tain together; and. on my going in, E 
was. ſtruck! with aftoniſhment at his 
telling me he heard that I meant to run 
away from him when I got to Phila- 
delphia: And therefore, faid he, I 
"rauſt ſell you again: you coſt! me a 
e deal of money, no leſs than 
2003 « forty 
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* forty pounds ſterling; and it will 
not do to loſe ſo much. You are a 
© valuable fellow,” continued he; and 
I can get any day for you one hun- 
© dred guineas, from many gentlemen. 
© in this iſland. And then he told 
me of Captain. Doran's brother-in-law, 
a ſevere maſter, who; ever wanted to; 
buy me to make me his overſeer. My 
captain alſo ſaid he. could get much 


more than a hundred guineas for me 


in Carolina. This I knew to bea fact; 
for the gentleman that wanted to buy 


me came off ſeveral mes on board of 


us, and ſpoke to ine to live with him, 
and ſaid he would uſe me well. When 
I aſked what work he would put me to, 
ke ail 841 Win (breed: 
make me a captain of one of his rice 


veſſels. But I refuſed: and fearing 


at the ſame time, by a ſudden turn I 
| faw i in the captain's temper, he might 
mean 


E 25; . 
mean to ſell me, I told the gent lemam 
I would not live with him on any con- 


dition, and that I certainly would run. 


away with his veſſel : but he faid he 
did not fear that, as. he would catch. 
him again; and then he told me how. 


cruelly he would ſerve. me if I ſhould. 
do ſo. My captain, however, gave. | 


him. to underſtand that I knew ſome- 
thing of navigation: ſo he thought 
better of it; and, to my great joy, 
he went away. I now told my maſter: 
I did not fay I would run away in Phi-. 


ladelphia; neither did L mean 1 3 le: 
did not uſe me ill, nor yet the captain: 


for if they did I certainly would have 
made ſome attempts before now ; but 
as I thought that if it were God's will 
1 ever ſhould be freed it would be ſo, 
and, on the contrary, if it was not. his ; 
will it would not happen; ; ſo. I hoped. 

il ever I were freed, whilſt [ was uſed 


well, 


[' 260 ] 
well, it ſhould be by honeſt means ; 


bot as J could not help my ſelf, he 
muſt do as he pleaſed; I cotild: only 


hope and truſt to the God of Heaven; 


and at that Inſtant my mind was big 
with inventions and fullf of fchemes to 


cfcape. I'then appealed” to the cap- 


tain: whether he ever ſaw any ſign of 
my making the leaſt attempt to run 


away; and aſked him if T did not al- 


ways come on board according to the 


time for which he gave me Mberty: 


and, more particularly, when all our 
men left us at Gaurdeloupe and went 


on board of the French fleet, and ad- 
viſed me to go with them, whether I 


might not, and that he could not have 


got me again. T0: my no ſmall ſur- 


priſe, and very great joy, the captain 
confirmed every ſyllable that I had 


ſaid: and even more: for he ſaid he 
had tried different times to ſee 1 1 


would 
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would make any attempt of this kind, 
both at St. Euſtatia and in America, 
and he never found that I made the 
ſmalleſt; but on the contrary, I al- 
ways came on board according to his 
orders; and he did really believe, if 
] ever meant to run away, that, as. J 
could never have had a better opportu- 
nity, I would have done it the night 
the mate and all the people left our 
veſſel at Gaurdeloupe. The captain 
then informed my maſter, who had . 
been thus impoſed on by our mate, 
(though I did not know who was, my 
ememy,) the reaſon the mate had for 
impoſing this lie upbn him; which 
was, becauſe I had acquainted the cap- 
tain of the proviſions the mate had 
given away or taken out of the veſſel, 
This ſpeech of the captain was like life 
to the dead to me, and inftant!; my 
ſoal glorified God; and ſtill more fo 


ON 
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on hearing my maſter immediately ſay 
that I was a ſenfible fellow, and he ne- 
ver did intend to uſe me as a common 


ſlave; and that but for the entreaties 
of the captain, and his character of me, 
he wauld not have let me go from the 
ſtores about as I had done : that alſo, 


in ſo doing, he thought by carrying 
one little thing or other to different 


places to fell I might make money. 
That he alſo intended to encourage me 


in this, by crediting me with half a 


puncheon of rum and half a hogſhead 
of ſugar at a time; ſo that, from being 


careful, I might have money enough, 


in ſome time, to purchaſe my freedom); 


and, when that was the caſe, I might 


depend upon it he would let me have 


it for forty pounds ſterling money, 


which was only the ſame price he gave 


for me. This ſound gladdened my 


poor heart Oe meaſure; though 
indeed 


indi 
ide: 
mal 
mat 
« ha 


1 la 
nev 


V 
indeed it was no more than the very 
idea I had formed in my mind of my 
maſter long before, and I immediately 
made him this reply : Sir, 1 always 
had that very thought of you, indeed 
I had, and that made me fo diligent 
in ſerving you.“ He then gave me 
a large piece of ſilver coin, ſuch as J 
never had ſeen or had before, and told 
me to get ready for the voyage, and 


he would credit me with a tierce of 
ſugar, and another of rum; he alſo 


ſaid that he had two amiable ſiſters in 


Philagelphia, from whom I might get 
ſome neceſſary things. Upon this my 


noble captain deſired me to go aboard; 
and, knowing the African metal, he 


charged me not to ſay any thing of 


this matter to any body; and he pro- 


miſed that the lying mate ſhould not 


go with him any more. This was a 
change indeed; in the ſame hour to 
, | „ 
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ſeel che moſt exquiſite pain; and in 
the tum of a moment the fulleſt joy. 
It cauſed in me ſuch ſenſations as 
was only able to expreſs in my looks 
my heart was ſooverpowered with gra- 


titude that 1 could have kiſſed both of 


their feet.. When I left the room I im- 
mediately went, or rather flew, to the 
veſſel, which being loaded, amy; maſter, 
as good as his word, truſted me with a 


tierce of rum, and another of ſugar, 


when we failed, and arri ved ſafe at 
the elegant town of Philadelphia. 1 


ſoon ſold my goods here pretty well; 


and in this charming place I found 
every ching plentiful and cheap. 
While I was in this place a very 


extraordinary occurrence befell me. I 
had been told one evening of a w/c 
woman, a Mrs. Davis, who revealed ſe- 


crets, foretold events, &c. I put little 


faith in this ſtory at fuſt, as 1 could 


not . 


268 1 
got conceive that any mortal could 
forefee the future diſpoſals of Pro- 
vidence, nor did I believe in any other 
revelation than that of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; however, I was greatly aſtoniſh= 
ed at ſeeing this woman in a dream 
| that night, though a perſon I never 
before beheld in my life; this made 
ſuch an impreſſion on me, that I could 
not get the idea the next day out of my 
mind, and I then became as anxious to 
ſee her as I was before indifferent ; Ate 
cordingly in the evening, after we left 
off working, I inquired where ſhe 
lived, and being directed to her, to my 
. inexpreſlible ſurpriſe, beheld the very 
woman in the very ſame dreſs ſhe ap- 
| peared to me to wear in the. viſion. | 
She immediately told me had dream- 
ed of her the preceding night; related 
to me many things that had happened 
. N with 
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with a correctneſs that aſtoniſlied me: 
and finally told me I ſhould not be 
long a fla ve: this was the mare agrec- 
able news, as L believed 46, the more 
readily: from her having ſo faithful 
rel. ted the paſt incidents of my" life; 
She ſaid I ſhould be twiceuin very 


great danger of my life, within cigh- 


teen months, which, if I eſcaped; I 
ſhould afterwards go on well z ſo; giw. 
ing me her bleſſing, we parted. Aſter 
ſtaying here ſome time till our veſſel 
was loaded, and I had bought in) y 
little traffic, we ſalled from this agree 
able pot for Montferrat, once e 5 
encounter the raging ſurf. 
We arrived fafe at Mien: 


where we diſcharged our cargo; and 
ſoon after that we took ſlaves on board 


for St. Euſtatia, and from thence 101 
Georgia. I had always eterted myſelf 


and did double "RO" in” order to 


abirg: | make 
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make our voyages as Hort as poſſſkle 
and from thus overworking myſelf 

while we were at Georgia x: caughtial 
fever. and ague. I. Was very ill fob 
eleven days and near dying; eternity 
was now exceedingly impreſſed on ny 
mind, and I feared very much that 
awful event. I prayed the Lord there 
fore to ſpare me; and I made à pros! 
miſe in my mind to God, chat L would 
be good if ever I ſhould recover. At 
length, from having an eminent doc 
tor to attend me, I was reſtered again 
to health; and ſobn after we got the 
veſſel loaded, and ſet off for Mont 
ferrat. During the paſſages as L Was 
perfectly reſtored, and had much _—_ 
fineſs of the veſſel to mind, all my en- 
| deayours to keep up my integrity, and | 
perform my promiſe to God, began to 
fail ; and, in ſpite of all 1 could do, 
as we drew nearer and nearer to the 
5 iſlands, 
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iſlands, my reſolutions more and more 


declined, as if the very air of that 
country or climate ſeemed fatal to 
piety. When we were ſafe arrived at 
Montſerrat, and I had got aſhore, I for- 
got my former reſolutions.— Alas! how 
prone is the heart to leave that God it 


wiſhes to love! and how ſtrongly do 
the things of this world ſtrike the ſenſes 
and captivate the ſoul— Aſter our veſ- 
ſel was diſcharged, we ſoon got her rea- 


dy, and took in, as uſual, ſome of the 
poor oppreſſed natives of Africa, and 


other negroes; we then ſet off again for 


Georgia and Charleſtown. ' We arriv- 
ed at Georgia, and, having landed part 


of our cargo, proceeded to Charleſ- 


town with the remainder.: While we 


were there I ſaw the town illuminated; 


the guns were fired, and bonfires and 


other demonſtrations of joy ſnewn, on 


account of the Nr We the ſtamp 
£0197: : act. 


'e 


= RY 


the Sabbath came. (which the negipas 
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act. Here I diſpoſed of ſome god 
on my own account: the White men 
buying them with ſmootli promiſes and 
fair words, giving me; however, but 


very indifferent payment. There was 


one gentleman particularly ho baughi 


a puncheon of rum of me, , whis 


gave me a great deal of trouble; and. 
although I uſed the intereſt of my 
friendly captain, I could not obtain any 


thing for it; for, being a negro man, I 


could not oblige him to pay me. This, 
vexed me much, not knowing how, 
to act; and I loſt ſome time in ſeeking 5 
aſter this Chriſtian; and though, when: 


uſuall/ make their. holiday) was much 
inclined to go to public worſhip; I. 
was obliged to hire ſome black men 
to help to ꝓull a boat ac roſs the water 
to go in queſt of this gentlaman. When 
I bound him, after. mych @ntreaty;. hoch. 

1 5 from 


[ 70 ] 

from myſelf and my worthyr captain, 11 

he at laſt paid me in dollars; 6G me of ww 

them, however, were copper, and of W 

conſequence of no value: but he took Or 
advantage of my being à negro man, I n. 
and obliged me to put up with thoſe to 
or none, although I objected to them. th 
Immediately after, as I was trying W 
to*paſs them in the market, amongſt in 

other white men, I was abuſed for of- Ki 
fering to paſs bad coin; and, though I ru 

ſhewed them the man I got them from, ſe 
E was within one minute of being tied of 

up and flogged without either judge oj P 
Jury; however, by the help of a good Ou 
pair of heels; I ran off, and fo eſcaped m 
the baſtinadoes T ſhould have recetved. AC 
92 

w. 

m 

le; 


1 got on board as faſt as I could, but 
ſtill continued in fear of them until we 
_ dailed; which I thanked God we did m. 
not long aſter; and 1 have never been 46; 
amongſt tem fines, 2 1104) 2001 bl 
318 1 We | 3! 
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Me ſoonſ came to Georgia) whereœre 


— complete our lading; and her 
worſe fate than ever attended me: for 


one Sunday night, as I was gyvith ſome 


negroes in their maſſer's yard in the 


town of Savannah, it happened that 
their maſter, one Doctor Perkins, Wwbo 
was & very ſevere and cruel man, came 


in drunk; and not liking to ſee any 
ſtrange negroes in his yard, he and a 


rufian of a white man, he had in his 
ſervice, beſet me in an inſtant, and both 
of them ſtruck me with the firſt wea- 
pons they could get hold of. I cried 
out as long as 1 could for help and 


mexey 3 but, though I gave a good 


accnunt of myſelf, and he knew my 
FP tain, who lodged hard by him, it 


was to no purpoſe. They beat and 


mangled. me in a ſhameful manner, 


leaving me near dead. I loſt ſo much 


blood from the wounds 1 received, 


"Y ** c that 
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that. I lay quite motionleſs, and vas ſ 7 
benumbed that, I could not feel any 
thing for man hours. Farhy in the; 
morning, they, took me avay to the 
jail. As did not return to the ſhip 
all night, my captain, not knowing 
where 1 was, and being uneaſy that I. 
did not then make my appearance, he 
made inquiry after me; and, having, 
found where I was, immediately came 
* to me. As ſoon as the good man aw 
me ſo cut and mangled, he could not 
forbear weeping; he ſoon got me out 
of jail to his lodgings, and immedi- 
ately. ſent, for the beſt doctors in the 
place, who at firſt declared it as their 
opinion that I could not recover. My: 
Captain on this went to all the lawyers: 
in the town for their advice, but they 
told him they could do nothing for me 
as J was a negro. He then went to 
Doctor — the hero Who had van- 
us bed 
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quiſhed rae} and menaced him, Bebel 
ing he Wend be revenged ef hirn, 
and challenged him to fight. But 
cowardice is ever the companion of 
5. ty Land the Doctor refuſed: Lowa 

er, 575 the'{kilfalneſs of one Doctor 
Nad of that place, I began at laff to 
amend; but, although I Was ſo ſore and 
bad with the wounds 1 had all over mie 
that J could not reſt in any poſture," 

yet T was in more pain on account of 


the captain's uneaſineſs about me than 


I otherwiſe ſhould have been. The 
worthy man nurſed and watched me 
all the hours of the night; and I was, 
through his attention and that of the 


doctor, able to get out of bed in about 


ſixteen or eighteen days. All this 
time I was: very much wanted on 
board, as I uſed. frequently do go up 
and down age ce for wits and other. 5 
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when the mate was ſick or abſent. In 
about four weeks J was able to go on 
duty; and in a fortnight aſter, having 
got in all our lading, our veſſel ſet ſail 
for Montſerrat; and in leſs than three 
weeks we arrived there ſafe towards 
the end of the year. This ended my 
adventures in 1764; for I did not leave 
| Montſerrat again till the OY of 
the following 7 
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